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JOURNALS
O F

CONGRESS
Monday, January i, 1776.

\ Letter from governor Trumbull, dated the Jan. i'

twenty-third of December, being received,

was read.

The Congrefs took into confideration the re-

port of the Committee on captain ^^Z/ifC/^'.; petition,

which was agreed to, as follows,

That they have maturely confidered the pe-

tition, and have examined captain Simeon Selkck

particularly thereon, and are of opinion, that

the petitioner be allowed, as a compenfation for

his expences, trouble and vifk in taking the goods
at Turikhay, for the ufe of the United Colonies,

the fum of 333 dollars and one-third-, and that

the committee cil'uirjield be dire(5led to take into

their polTeiTion, for the ufe of the faid Colonies,

all the goods taken by captain Selkck^ y/hich arc

A not
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Jan, I. not already delivered by him, and to forward
''^'""^"^ the two boxes of faltpetre, now in captain Selleck^J

cuftody, to the powder-mill in UJfter county, to

be manufactured into gun-powder, for the Con-
tinental fervice.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the

report ofthe committee on Lord Slerling's letters,

after debate thereon,

Refolved, That it be recommitted.

The Congrefs proceeded to the erection of an

adjutant for the battalion raifed in Pennfyhania^

and the ballots being taken, and examined,

John Paiterfon was eledled.

Refolved^ That the Prefident fign commifllons

to the field-officers appointed by the Provincial

Congrefs of North Carolina^ to command the two
battalions, directed to be raifed in that colony

by this Congrefs, and that fuch commifiions bear

like date with thofe ilfued to the faid officers by
the faid Provincial Congrefs of North Carolina.

Refolved^ That, in cafe of vacancy occafioned

by the death or removal of a colonel or inferior

officer, the Provincial Convention of North Ca-

rolina, or, in their recefs, the Provincial Council,

appoint another perfon to fill up fuch vacancy,

until a commiffion ihall iifue from this Congrefs

;

and that they return to this Congrefs a lift of

the names of the pcrfons fo appointed.

The



JANUARY, 1776.

The Delegates of New-Tork^ having received 7^"-

new powers from their Convention, laid the fame
"""^

before Congrefs, as follows,

*' In Provincial Congress, New-York,
December 21, 1775.

" Rcfolved, That the prefent Delegates of this

colony in Continental Congrefs be requefted to

make fuch an arrangement among themfelves,

as that Five of them only continue at Congrefs,

and reprefent this colony at any one time ; and
that in cafe of the necelTary abl'ence of any one
or two of the Delegates fo attendina;, accordinor

to luch arrangement, that Three or Four of
them be a quorum, and enabled to reprefent the
colony during fuch abfence.

" A true copy from the AEniites,

John M'Kesson, Secrelafj"

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, 'January 2, i -/yd

.

The committee of claims reported, that there

is due,

To James Chambers^ the fum of 25. 8 dollars

for his expences from Cambridge.

To Jiidah Alden.^ 50 dollars, advanced on account
of expences in attending x}i\t French gentlemen.

Ordered., That the above be paid.

A 2 Refohed,
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Jan. 2. Refolved, That general Schuyler be direded tp

have brigadier general Prefcot^ lately made pri-

foncr by the Continental forces in Cayiaaa^ taken

into cuftody, and him fafely and fecurely kept

until the further orders of this Congrefs.

Refohed, That a copy of the above be fent

immediately to general Schuyler; and that the

general be informicd by letter of the reafons

which induced the Congrefs to give fuch orders.

The Committee ofClaims reported, that there

is due to Egbert Dur/iond^ on account of expences

in bringing the prifoners, taken at St. Jckns^ from

Kingfion., in New-Tork government, to Lancafier,

in Pennfyhania, the fum of 2326. 2 dollars.

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

The Congrefs took into ccnfideralion the re-

port of the committee on the petition of captains

Paddock and Coffin, and after debate,

Refohed, That the prayer of faid petition be

not granted.

The committee on the ftate of Neiv-Tork

brought in their report, which was read.

The report of captain Mctte, with regard to

the difpofition of the officers taken prifoners at

St. Johns, was laid before Congrefs, and read.

The committee, to whom the report on Lord
Sterling's ktters was recommitted, brought in

their
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their report, which being taken into confidcra- 7^'^-

tion, the Congrefs thereupon came te the foi-
^"'~^''

lowing refdlutions,

Refolroed, That the Prefident acquaint Iiis lord-

fhip, that the Congrefs has provided agaiiific the

inconvenience of vexatio-us arreits ot'the men
iniifting in the Continental fervice.

Refched, Tliat the barracks in the colony of

New-jcrfsy be prepared lor the reception of

fuch of the battalions as may not be in readi-

nefs to proceed to Nezv-l^crk, and that the mi-

niilerial troops or prifoners at prefent occupying

them, be accommodated in the faid colony, in

luch manner as the Comimittee of Safety for laid

colony ihall think mofc prudent and convenient.

That Mr. Lozur}\ the commiiTary, be di reeled

to fupply the faid battalions v/ith itockings, and
that the Delegates for the colony of New-Jerfcy

tranfmit to Lord Stirling fix dozen printed copies

of the articles of war.

That the fame firewood, camp equipage and
barrack utenfils be allowed to each of the New-
Jerfcy battalions as are allov/ed to the battalion

railed in Pennfylvania,

That the hundred ftand of arms fi.ipplied by
the colony of Ne-w-Tork for the New-Jerfey bat-

talions, be paid for by the Convention of New-
Jerfty •, and that, in order to enable the fiid Con-
vention to make fucli payment, as well as to

turn:lh fuch of the men beionginc; to the faid

battalions
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Ja?:. 2. battalions, as are yet unprovided, with arms, the
'

' ' farther fum of one thoitfand dollars be advanced
to the faid Convention-, and that the price of

the arms be deducted out of the wages of the

privates belonging to the faid battalions.

That Lord Sterling be diredled to feize and
fecure all the ammunition and warlike llores be-

longing to the enem.y, v/hich now are or Iiere-

after may be imported into the colony of New-
Jerfe)\ and keep them till he fhall receive the

orders of Congrefs refpe6ling them : And fur-

ther that he do, from time to time, give aid and
protection to all the friends of America^ who may
be employed in importing into the faid colony

ammunition, or other commodities not prohi-

bited by the afibciation and refolves of this

Congreis.

Whereas it has been reprefented to this Con-

grefs, that divers honeft and well meaning, but

ill informed, people in thefe Colonies have, by

the art and addrefs of minifterial agents, been

deceived and drawn into erroneous opinions re-

fpefting the American caufe^ and the probable

illue of the prefcnt conteft,

Refohed^ That it be recommended to the dif-

ferent Committees, and other friends to American

liberty, in the faid Colonies, to treat all fuch

perfons v/ith kindnefs and attention •, to confider

them as the inhabitants of a country determined

to be free, and to view their errors as proceed-

ing rather from want of inform.ation than want

of virtue or public fpirit j to explain to them the

origin.
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origin, nature and extent of the prefent centre- Jan. 2.

verfy •, to acquaint them with the fate of the ^^""-f^

numerous petitions prefented to his majefty, as

well by Allemblies as Congrefles, for reconci-

liation and redrefs of grievances \ and that the

laft from this Congrefs, humbly requefting the

fingle favour of being heard, like all the others,

has proved unfuccefsful •, to unfold to them the

various arts of adminiitration to enfnare and en-

flave us, and the manner in which we have been

cruelly driven to defend, by arms, thofe very

rights, liberties and eftates, which we and our

forefathers had fo long enjoyed unmolefled in

the reigns of his prefent majefty's predeceflbrs.

And it is hereby recommended to all Conven-
tions and Aflemblies in thefe Colonies liberally

to diftribute among the people the proceedings

of this and the former Congrefs, the late foeeches

of the gi-eat patriots in both houfes of parlia-

ment relative to American grievances, and fucli

other pamphlets and papers as tend to elucidate

the merits of the American caufe, the Congrefs

being fully perfuaded that the more our right

to the enjoyment of our ancient liberty and pri-

vileges is examined, the more juft and neceflary

our prefent oppofition to minillerial tyranny

will appear.

And v/ith refpeft to all fuch unworthy ArieriT

cans as, regardlefs of their duty to their Creator,

their country and their pofterity, have taken
part with our oppreiTors, and, influenced with
tlie hope and polfefiion of ignominious rewards,

ftrive to recommend themieives to the bounty
of adminiilration, by mifreprelenting and tra-

ducing
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Jan. 2. duci.ng tlie ccnduft and principles of the friends
"""^

oi' ArYicrkan liberty, and oppofing every meafure
foniied for iis prefervation and fecurity,

Refolvcd^ That it be reccinmended to the dif-

ferent AiTemblies, Conventions and Committees
or Councils of Safety in the United Colonies,

by the inoil fpeedy and efi^edual nieafures to

£i*uftrate the mifchievous machinations, and re-

ilrain the wicked prailices of thefe men : And
it is the opinion ot this Congrefs, that they ought

to be difarmed, and the more dangerous amoncr

them either kept in fafe cuilody, or bound with

fuHicient fareties to their good behaviour.

And in order that the faid Afiemblies, Con-
ventions, Committees or Councils of Safety may
be enabled v/ith greater cafe and facility to carry

this rcfolution into execution,

Refclved^ That they be authorized to caii to

their aid v/hatever Continental troops, ftationed

in or near their refpedive Colonies, may be con-

veniently fpared from their miore immediate

dutyji and ti^e commanding oiiicers of fuch

troops are hereby dh-ected to afford the faid Af-

femblies. Conventions, Committees or Councils

of Safety all fuch aiTiilance in executing this re-

folution, as they m.ay require, and v/hich, con-

fiftent with the good of the fervice, may be fup-'

plied.

Rcfohed, That all detachments of Continental

troops, which mpy be ordered on the bufinen

in the aforegoing rcfolution mentioned, be, •wh;!;;

f..
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fo employed, under the direftlon and controul 177^.

of the Affemblies,. Conventions, Committees or ^^-y^^

Councils of Safety aforefaid. 7^'- ^^

Refolved, That it be recommended to all the

United Colonies to aid each other (on requeft

from their refpedlive Aflemblies, Conventions,

Committees or Councils of Safety and County
Committees) on every emergency, and to cul-

tivate, cherilli and increafe the prefent happy
and neceffary union by a continual interchange

of mutual good offices.

And whereas the execrable barbarity, with

which this unhappy war has been conducted on
the part of our enemies, fuch as burning our de-

fencelefs towns and villages, expofmg their in-

habitants, without regard to fex or age, to all

the miferies, which lofs of property, the rigour

of the feafon and inhuman devaftation can in-

fli6t, exciting domeftic infurredtions and mur-
ders, bribing favages to defolate our frontiers,

and calling fuch of us, as the fortune of war
has put in their power, into goals, there to

languifh in irons and in want, compelling the

inhabitants of Bofion^ in violation of the treaty,

to remain confined within the town, expofed to

the infolence of the foldiery and other enormi-

ties, at the mention of which decency and hu-
manity will ever blufh, may juftly provoke the

inhabitants of thefe Colonies to retaliate,

Refohed, That it be recommended to chem,
to continue mindful that humanity ought to

diftinguifh the brave, that cruelty Ihould find
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1776. no admilTion among a free people, and to take

^'^^f*^ care that no page in the annals of A'lVerica be
Jan. 2. fLained by a recital of any a6lion which jnftice

or Ciiriilianity may condemn, and to reft afiurcd

that whenever retaliation may be neceilary, or

tend to their fecnrity, this Congrefs will under-

take the difagreeable tafl^.

Refolved^ That the AfTemblies, Convention!?,

or Committees or Councils ofSafety be requefied

forthwith, to tranfmit to this Congrefs, copies

of all the petitions, niemorials and remonftrances,

v/hich have been by the refpedtive Colonies

prefented to the throne or either houfe of

parliament, fmce the year 1762, and tjiat they

alfo inform the Congrefs, whether any or what

anfwers were given to them.

Refolved, That Mr. Bartlett be appointed one

of the Committee of Claims, in the room of
Mr. Langdon., and Mr. S. Adorns., in the room of
Mr. Ctijhing., who have leave of abfence.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

We d n e s d a y, yanuaij 3, 1 776.

A letter froni general Wajhmgton., dated the

25th oi December^ with fundry papers enclofed,

was read.

The CommJttee of Safety for Rennfyhania
having recommended fundry gentlemen to be
field-officers of the four battalions ordered to be
raifed in faid colony, the Congrefs proceeded

to
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to the eledion of colonels, and the ballots be- 177^.

ing taken ana examined, tlie foliowing gentle- o-^p*J^

men were chcien, 7««. 3-

Jrfktr Si Cmr^ Efq;

John Shee^ Elq-,

Anihcny Waine^ Efq^

Robert Mago/jo^ Elq;

The Committee of Claims reported that there
i.

IS due to captain Ed-ivard Moitc, lor expf ncc.s, 5jc.

in cond Lifting the prnbners taken at St. Jobns\

from Kntgjion, in the colony oiNew-Tork^ to Lcin-

cajlsr^ in Pennjylvania.^ a ballance 01 367.7 dolkro

.

To Rol'srt Erwiii., waggon-mader, for carriafre

of cloathing and m.edicincs to Dob't/s ferry aud
IQ Cambridge^ 222.6 dollars.

Ordered^ That the faid accounts be paid.

The Committee on the fhate of Ncw-Tcrk
brought in a farther report, which being taken
iiito confideration, was agreed to, as follows,

"Whereas a majority of the inhabitants of

^cens county, in the colony of New-Tork^
being incapable of refoiving to live and die free-

men, and being more difpofcd to quit their li-

berties, than part with the little proportion of

their property necefTary to defend them, have
deferted the American caufe by refuung to fend

Deputies as ufual to the Convention oi^ that co-

lony, and avowing by a public declaration an

unmanly defign of remaining inaftive fpedators

B 2 ot
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^77^' of the prefent conteft, vainly flattering thcm-
'^-'"v**-^ felves perhaps, that (hould Providence declare
Jan. 3. fQi- Qyj. enemies, they may purchafe their mo-

ney and favour at an eafy rate ; and on the other

hand, if the war fhould terminate in favour of

y^merica^that then they may enjoy,without expence

of blood or treafure, all the blelTings refuiting

from that liberty which they, in the day of trial,

had abandoned, and in defence of which
many of their more virtuous neighbours and

countrymen had nobly died : and although the

want of public fpirit obfervable in thefe men
rather excites pity than alarm, there being little

danger to apprehend either from their prowefs or

example, yet it being reafonable, that thofe,

who refufe to defend their country, fhould be

excluded from its protedion, and prevented from

doing it injury,

Refohedj That all fuch perfons in ^^^;w county
aforefaid, as voted againft fending Deputies to

t-heprefent Convention ofNew-7'ork^ and named
in a lift of delinquents in ^eens county, publifh-

ed by the Convention ofNew-^^crk, be put out of

the prote6lion of the United Colonies, and that all

trade and intercourfe with them ceafe^ that none
of the inhabitants of that county be permitted to

travel or abide in any part ofthefe United Colo-

nies, out of their faid county, without a certificate

from the Convention or Committee of Safety of

the colony of New-2''ork, fetting fortli, that fuch

inhabitant is a friend to the American caufe, and
not ofthe number of thore,who voted gainft fend-

ing Deputies to the fa d Convention •, and that

fuch of the faid inhabitants, as ihall be found, out

of
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of the faid county without fuch certificate, be 1776.

apprehended and imprifoned three months. ^^^-^^^—

'

Jan. 3.

Refohed, That no attorney or lawyer ought

to commence, profecute or defend any aftion of

law of any kind for any of the faid inhabitants

of^ieens county, who voted againft fending De-
puties to the Convention as aforefaid •, and fuch

attorney or lawyer, as fhall contravene this re-

folution, are enemies to the America caufe, and

ought to be treated accordingly.

Refohed, That the Convention or Committee
of Safety of the colony oiNew-T'ork be requefted

to continue publifliing for a month, in all

their Gazettes or nev/s-papers, the names of all

fuch ofthe inhabitants of ^eens county, as voted
againft fending Deputies ; and to give certifi-

cates, in the manner before recommended, to

fuch other of the faid inhabitants, as are friends

to American liberty.

And it is recommended to all Conventions,
'

Committees of Safety, and others, to be diligent

in executing the above refolutions.

Rejohed^ That colonel Nathaniel Heard., of
Wocdbridge., in the colony of New-Jerfey^ taking
with him five or fix hundred minute-men, un-
jder difcreet officers, do march to the v/eftern

part of ^.eens county, and that colonel IVater-

hury^ o{ Stanford., in xht colony oiCcnne^icut., with
the like number of minute-men, march to the
eaftern fide of faid county •, that they confer to-

gether, and endeavour to enter the faid county

on
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1776' on one day-, that they proceed to difarm every

'^""Y
—

^ perfon in the faid county, who voted againlt

>«• 3- lending Deputies to the faid Convention, and

caufe them to deliver up their arms and ammu-
nition on oath, and that they take and confine,

in fafe cudody, till further orders, all luch as re-

fufe compliance.

That they apprehend and fecure, till further

orders, the perlons named as principal men
among the difaffefted in the faid county, in a

fummons for their appearance before the Con-
vention cf Nezv-Tork, iffued the 12th oi Decem-

ber iafl, 11z.

0/ Jamaica townftip^

Capt. Benjamin Whitehead,

Charles Ardcn^

Jcfeph French, Efq-,

"Johannes Polhemus.

Newtown,
Nathaniel Moor,

'John Moor, fen.

Samuel Hallet,

John Mocr, jun.

IVilliam TVeyman,

John Shoals,

Jeromus Rapalja,

Flufhing,

John JVillet.

Hamftead,
Juftlce Gilbert Van JVyck,

Hamftead,
Daniel Kijfam, Eiqj of

Coivneck,

Capt. Jacob Mott,

Thc:nas Cornhill, oi Rock-

away,

Gabriel G. Ludlow,

Richard Hezvlet,

Capt. Charles Hicks,

Doa. Samuel Martin,

Juftice Samuel Clowes.

Oyfterbay,

Juitice Thomas Smith, of

Hog-Ijland,

Juflice John Hewlet,

Capt. George IVeeks,

Docl. David Brooks,

Juftlce John Townfend.

and all fuch other perfons v/ho fliall be found in

arms, or who ihalloppofe the carrying the above

refolutions into effed, as the faid colonel Heard
or
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or colonel Waterbury may think prudent to de- ijy^,

tain. L--Y*o

Ja». 3.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the faid

colonel Heard a.nd colontl fy^aterbury, to execute

theburmels, entrufted to them by the aforegoing

refblutions, v/ith all pofilbie difpatch, fecrecy,

order and humanity,

Refohed, That the fum of 500 dollars be

forthv/ith tranfmitted, with certified copies of

thefe refolutions, to each of them the faid colonel

Heard and colonel JVaterbury, and that they on
their return report to this Congrefs a true ftate

of their expenditure and proceedings.

A letter from the Committee of Frederic, m
Maryland, brought by the officer who had the

charge of bringing down Connolly and his afib-

ciates, was laid before Congrefs, and read.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the

Committee of Safety of Pennf^lvama to carry
into execution the refolution of Congrefs for

confining faid Connolly and his aflbciates in the

goal o^ Philadelphia, and that they take their exa-

mination.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, 'Jamiary j\y ^77^-

Refolved, That an additional battalion be raifed

in tlie county of Cumberland, in the colony of
Pennfylvania^ to confid of the fame number of

mea
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1776. men and omcers, and to have the fame pay and
*—-y-^ allov/ance as the others railed in faid colony.

Jan. 4.

Refohed^ That one company of each of the

five batallions lail ordered to be raifed in Peiin-

fyhania, confift of expert rifle-men.

Refolved^ That it be recommended to the

Committee of Safety of Pemifylvania to fee tiie

foregoing refolutions carried into execution,

Refolved, That in all eleftions of officers by
Congrefs, where more than one are elefted on the

fame day to commands of the fame rank, they

fhall take rank of each other according to their

eleftion, and the entry of their names in the

minutes, and their commiflions fhall be numbered
to Ihew their priority.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the eledion of

other field-officers of the four battalions, order-

ed to be raifed in Pennfylvania^ and the ballots

being taken and exammed, the following gen-

tlemen were chofen.

Lieutenant Colonels,

Lambert Cadwallader, Efq^

William Allen ^
jun. Efq-,

Francis Johnfon^ Efq-,

Jcfeph Penrcfe, Efqj
'•

Majors,
^

Jofeph IVood, Efq-,

George Nagle, Eiq-,

Henry Bicker, Elq-,

- ^ Nicholas Hauficker, Efq-,

The
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The Committee of Claims report that there 1776.

is due, L^-ysJv

To J(?mes TFhitehead^ for provifions for the pri-

Toners taken on board the Rebecca and Mmyr
the fum of 64 dollars.

To the Committee oiNew-Brunfwick^per account

rendered, the fum of 2 14. 9 dollars, to be paid

to William Livingfton, Efq-, and by him for-

warded to the faid Committee.

To Fttrman and Hunt^ of 'Trenton^ for provifions,

horfe hire, ^c. the fum of 68. 2 dollars.

To the Committee of Infpection and Obferva-

tion of the city and liberties of Philadelphia^

for 187,046 flints, by them purchafed agree-

able to the order of Congrefs the fum of 737
dollars.

To fundry perfons, per lift, for figning the Con-
tinental bills of credit, the fum of 1165.7
dollars, and that an order be given to the

treafurers for the payment of the lame, agree-

able to the faid lilt.

To the Committee of Frederic-town^ Maryland^

for expences incurred by Connolly, Cameron

and Smith, during their confinement, the fum
of 74 dollars, and that the fame be paid to

the Delegates of Maryland.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid ac-

cordingly.

Refolved, That a commifTary be appointed to

provide the three companies ordered to North-

ampton, in Virginia, with rations while on theif

march, and during their ftay in that country.

C That
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1776. That die appointment of faid commilTary be
'^^-y-'-' deferred till to-morrow.
7«//. 4.

• The Congrefs refumed the confideration of

the report of the Committee on the Hate of

Nezv-Tcrk •, v/hereupon

Refched, That the fame be poftponed till to-

rnorrow, and that the Delegates of Nezv-Tcrk

be defired to requeft the attendance of the gentle-

men fent to Congrefs by the Convention of their

colony. -
I

Refohed^ That major Prejlon have liberty to

chufe the place of his refidence confiilent with

former refolutions of Corigrefs, a^ that the

Prefident take his parole.

The Comniittee appointed to confider what
allowance ought to be made to officers who are

prifoners, brought in their report.

Ordered, That the fame be taken into con-

•fidcration on Saturday next.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, 'January 5, "^U^-

There being a vacancy in the firft of the Renn-

fylvania battalions, by the promotion of captain

Alkn, the Congrefs proceeded to the election of

a perfon to fupply faid vacancy, and tlie ballots

being taken, Bevjamn Davis, oldeft lieutenant

In faid battalion, was eicftcd.

Refohedy
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Rcfohed, Th^t the {um of ten ihoiifand dolhr^ ^77^'

be ftruck, for the purpofe of exchanging ragged ^-'^r^

and torn bills of the Continental currency-, that 7'-'.-- S-

the bills, making this fum, be of the fame de-

nominations, printed under the infpedion of the

fame perfons, and figned and numbered by the

fame figners, asthelaltemiflion, and that they be

lodged in the treafury, to be applied to the fole

purpofe aforefaid,

Refohsd, That all Committees, and others,

who have had public money put into their hands,

lay upon the table an account of the expendi-

ture of the fame.

The Committee appointed to confider the

letter of general IVaJhington^ dated the i8th of
'December^ and the enclofed papers, brought in

a report upon that part which relates to Jamzs
hovdU who has long been, and ftill is, detained

a clofe prifoner in Bofion by order of general

Howe^ which, being taken into confiderationj

was agreed to, and is as follows,

That it appears to your Committee, that the

faid Mr. Lcvell hath, for years pail, been an

able advocate* for the liberties of America and
mankind-, that by his letter to general /F<^/;?^=-

ton^ v/hich is a part ot faid enclofed papers, he
exhibits fo ftriking an inftance of difmterefted

patriotifm, as ftrongiy recommends him to the

particular notice of this Continent.

y^htxtu^on Refolved, That Mr. James Loveliy

an inhabitant of ^£?/o;z, now held a cioie prifoner

C 2 there
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1776. there, by order of general //cwi?, has difcovered

^-*-v^^ un^er the fevereil trials the v/armeft attachment

7««. 5. to public liberty, and an inflexible fidelity to h'r.

country -, that by his late letter to general IVajh-

ington^ he has given the ftrongeit evidence of

difinterefted public aflfedlion, in refufing toiiften

to terms offered for his relief, till he could be

informed by his countrymen that they were
compatible with their fafety and honour.

Refolved, That it is deeply to be regretted

tthat a Britijh general can be found degenerate

enough fo ignominioufly and cruelly to treat a

citizen, who is fo eminently virtuous.

Refohed, That it be an inftruttion to general

fFaf/omgton to make an offer of governor Skef?e

in exchange for the faid Mr. Lcvell and his

family.

Refolvedy That general Wcjhlngton be dcfired

to embrace the firll opportunity, which may
offer, ot giving fome office to Mr. Lovell, equal

to his abilities, and which the public fervice may
require.

Ordered^ That a copy of the foregoing refolu-

tions be tranfmitted to the general as ipcedily

as poffible.

Refolvedy That the Prefident write to general

Wajhmgton^ and defire him to inform Congrefs
what rank the aid-de-camp of the general of-

^cers Ihould have in the army of the United
Colonies.

The
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The Committee of Claims reported, that there 1776,

is due to yldam Fifcher, for expences attending '^pT^

his conducing Conolly and Cameron from Frederic^ 7««- 5-

in Maryland, to Philadelphia^ and his charges

back again for himfelf and the men, the fum of

156 dollars.

Ordered^ That the fame be paid.

The Congrefs having conferred with the

gentlemen lent by the Convention of 7V^^-

Tork, refumed the confiderationof the report of

the Committee on the Hate of that colony, and

the fame was agreed to.

Whereupon, Refolved, That no farther for-

tifications be ereded at Martler's-rock, on Hiid-

fon^s river, and that a point of land at Puplo-

fer's-kill, on the faid river, be, without delay,

effecftually fortified.

Rcfoksd, That it be recommended to the Con-
vention, or, in their recefs, to the Committee of

Safety, of New-Tork, to carry into execution the

above refolution.

Refohjed, That the Delegates of New-Jerfey

and Co7inc^icut be directed to take the neceflary

fteps for carrying into execution the refolutions

of Congrefs palled on JVedmfday laft, refpecting

the inhabitants of ^teens county.

A memorial from the inhabitants of the town
of Newport ^?is prefcnteU to Congrefs, and read.

Orderedy
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1776. . Ordered, That the fame be referred for con-

^^-"^Y"^ fideration till to-morrow.

Refoked, That Mr. Pai?2e be added to the

Committee on general Schuyler*s letter.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, Jamuiry 6, 1776.

A letter from the Committee of hancaftcr,

dated the 3d of Jamiai^'y was received, and

read.

Alfo a letter from an officer in Lijhon, dated

the 23d of October iaft,

Refolvcd, That thefe letters, as well as the lafl

received from Lancafier^ and thofe formerly re-

ceived from hijhony be refer^-ed to the Committee
of Correfpondence.

The Con2;refs refumed the confideration 0/

the memorial from the inhabitants of Newpcrty

and the papers accompanying it •, and there-

upon came to the following refolution,

Refohed, That the faid memorial be referred

to the confideration of the General Alfembly of

the colony of Rhode-IJland.

The Committee to whom it v/as referred to

confider how the ihare of prizes, allotted to the

captors, ought to be divided between the of-

ficers and men, brought in their report, which

beins
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being taken into confideration, was agreed to, 1776.

as follows, O-y-^

Refolved, That tjie commander in chief have

one-tiventieth part of the faid allotted prize-money

taken by any ihip or Ihips, armed veliel or velieis,

under his orders and command.

That the captain of any fmgle fhip or armed

veffel have two-twentieth parts for his fhare, but

if more fhips or armed velTels be in company
when a prize is taken, then the two-twentieth

parts to be divided amongft ail the faid captains.

,

That the captains of marines, lieutenants of

the Ihips or armed vefiels, and mafters thereof,

(hare together, and have three-twentieth parts di-

vided among them, equally of all prizes taken

when they are in company.

That the lieutenants of marines, furgeons^

chaplains, purfcrs, boatfwains, gunners, car-

penters, tlie mailers mates and the fecretary of

the ueet fhare together, and have two-twentieth

parts and one half of a twentieth part divided

among them, equally of all prizes taken when
tliey are in company.

That the following petty warrant and petty

officers (viz. allowing for each Ihip fix midfliip-

inen, for each brig four midlhipmen, and each

lloop two midlhipmen, one captain's clerk, one
furgeon's mate, one iteward, one lailmaker, one
cooper, one armorer, tv/o boatfwain's mates, one
</Ock, one cockfwain, two fergeants of marines,

for
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iyy6. for each fhip, and one fergeant for each brig
^-"-y-^ and Hoop) have tbree-iwenlielh parts divided
Jan. 6. among them equally, and when a prize is taken

by any fhip or veffel on board lor in company
of which the commander in chief is, then the

commander in chief's cook or cockfwain to be
added to this allotment, and have their fhares

with thefe laft-mentioned-

That the remaining eight-tzventieth parts, and
one half of the twentieth part, be divided among
the reft of the Ihip or fhips companies, as it may
happen, fhare and Ihare alike.

That no officer or man have any fhare but

fuch as are actually on board their feveral veflels

when any prize or prizes are taken, excepting

only fuch as may have been ordered on board

any other prizes before taken or fent away by
his or their commanding officers.

The Committee on general Schuykr^s let-

ters, &c. brought in a farther report, which was
read.

Refolved, That the confideration thereof be

poftponed to Monday next.

A letter from general Schuyler^ dated the 30th

of December^ cnclofmg copies of letters from

general Montgomery and general JVooftery being

received, was read.

Adjourned to Monday next, at ten o'clock.

Monday,
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Monday, January %, ^77^- '^'^^

A letter from general Schuyler, dated the 26th J^'^- ^•

of December, eiiclofing a copy of a letter from

general M?;z/^^;^^ry, dated December 5th, and a lift

of the ordinance fent to Cambridge, alio' a letter

from Baltimore, enclofmg an affidavit of captain

Horn, being received, were read.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the

report of the Committee on general Schuyler's

letttrs, thereupon came to the following refo-

lutions,

Refolved, That fhipwrights be immediately

fent from Nezv-Tork and Philadelphia to general

Schuyler, or the commander in chief of the forces

at iiconderoga, to be employed by him in con-

ftrucfting a number of batteaus, not exceeding

one hundred, for tranfporting troops with their

baggage from that place into Canada, whenever
it may be found neceffary.

That a fufficient number of fuitable. men be

engaged for rowing faid batteaus •, and that a large

quantity of provihons and ftores be fent this

winter to fort George.

That general Schuyler be defired to have the

river St. Lawrence, above and belov/ ^ehec,
v/ell explored, and to determine upon proper

places for oppofmg by armed boats, or other-

wife, amy attempts of the enemy to penetrate that

country by the river-, and that he give order for

conftruding fpeedily as many fuch boats as he

(hall judge neceffary.

D That
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lyyS. That two fhipwrights be immediately fent

^-"Y"^ from Philadelphia to be employed under the di-

ya». 8. redion of the Committee of Infpcftion at Albany^

in conftrufting fcows for facilitating the paflage

over Hudfoti's river.

Refohed^ That the provifions heretofore made
for an hofpital in the northern army when it was

more numerous than it is now, is fufRcient.

Refohed, That the Convention of New-Tork
be defired to fend three thoufand bufliels of fait,

befides what general Schuyler hath already order-

ed to be brought to 'Ticondcroga.

Refokedy That the governor of Conne^icul^

the General AfTemblies oi Majfachufetts-Bay and

New-Hampfhire and the Convention ofNew-Tcrk,

be written to forthwith, by the Delegates of

the faid colonies refpe6lively, to furniih general

Schuyler with the account of money paid to any

perfons in the army under his comm^and, fpecify-

ing the names of thofe to whom the money was

paid by their order.

Refolved, That the contraft made by general

Schuyler to allow one twelfth part of a dollar^^r

day, for billeting money to every one of the

men, who re-inliit in the northern army, until

they can march to the place, where provifions

may be delivered to them, be made good.

Refolvedy That the officers of the northern ar-

my be accountable for fuch public ftores iffued

to them, as may be loft through carelefTnefs by
their
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their refpeftlve corps, and that the value there- 1776.
of be deduded out of the pay of thofe who have L^-y^-^

embezzled or wafted the fame. Jan. s.

Refolved^ That this Congrefs does approve of
the railing a hdXtdiYiQinoi Canadians and of the ap-

pointment of James Lhingjion, Efq-, colonel

thereof.

Refohed, That nine battalions, including that

of Canadians under colonel Livingjion, be kept

up and maintained the pref^nt year for the de-

fence of Cmada,

Refohed^ That tlie firft Pennfylvania battalion

under colonel Bull^ and the fecond Ne-w-Jer-

fey battalion under colonel Maxwell^ be or-

dered to march immediately to Albany^ and there

put themfelves under the command of general

Schuyler, and that the orders given for the march v.

of three companies of colonel Biiirs battalion

to Accamack and Northampton be countermanded,

And to make up the reft of the battalions

voted for the defence of Can-ada, that one bat-

talion be raifed in New-Hampjhire, one in Ccn-

ne^iciit and one in New-Tcrk ; that two battalions

be formed out of the troops now in Canada, and
that general Montgomery be defired to recommend
proper perfons for officers in faid battalions ; and
that one of the five battalions lately ordered to be

raifed in Pennfylvania, be deftined for Canada.

Refolved, That a Committee of Three be ap-

pointed to devife ways and means for furnilhin^

D 2 the
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i'/y6. the battalions deftined for Canada, with pro-

^-^Y*^ vifions, and for expediting their march.
7tf«. 8.

The members chofen, Mr. Floyd, Mr. Deane

and Mr. M'Kean,

Refohcd, That the farther confideration of the

report be deferred till to«morrow.

Refohed, That the Convention or Committee
of Safety of Maryland be requefted to order

three companies of tlic^ minute-men in the fervice

of that colony to march immediately from
thence to the counties of Accamack and North-

ampton, in Virginia, inftead of the forces that were

diredted to go thither from Pennfyhania, and to

lay before Congrefs the accounts of their fub-

fiftance and pay, which fhail be paid out of the

Continental treafury.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow,

Tuesday, yanuary gt ijj6.

A letter from Mr. M. Tilghman, with fundry

papers enclofed, alfo fome difpatches from go-

vernor Franklin, and a letter from C. Skinner,

which were intercepted, were laid before Con-
grefs, and read.

Refolved, That a letter be written to Mr. 7'ilgh-

man, informing him that the Hornet and fVaJp

are under orders to fail to the capes ofDelaware,

and that fuch velTels, as are ready to fail, may
take the benefit of that convoy.

That



JOURNALS OF CONGRESS. 29

That the Committee for fitting out armed 177^-

veflels be direfted to give orders to the captains ^-"^^^

of the Hornel and JVaJp to take under their con- 7^"- 9-

voy fuch vellels as are ready to faih

The Committee of Claims reported that there

is due,

To Michael Conolly,^ for expences in conduc-
ing captain John Li-vingllon and lieutenant

Anfinither from Kin^fton to Lancajler, the fum
of 250 dollars.

To Richard Butler^ for neceffaries furnifhed to five

Indians^ the fum of 49. 3 dollars.

To Jofeph Cowperthwait^ the fum of 419. 6 dol-

lars, for expences in conducting calli to Cam-
hridgs.

Ordered^ That the above be paid.

Refclved^ That a Committee of Three be ap-

pointed to enquire into the condud of the officers

who are priibners, the manner in which they
are atprelentfubfilled, and report thereon.

The members chofen, Mr. IV. Livingfton^

Mr. Byer^ and Mr. Floyd.

Ordered., That a certified copy of the inter-

cepted letter of Mr. Cortland Skinner be fent to

the Committee of Safety for Neiv-Jerfey.

That orders be fent to lord Sterling to take
with him a fufficient force, and immediately ap-
prehend and keep in izi^ cudody the faid Cort-

latid Skinner, of Aniboy, till furtlicr orders from
this Congrefs.

That
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iyy6. That he carry faid Cortland Skinner before

*-'-Y"0 the Committee oi Safety of the colony of New-
Jaiu 9- Jerfey for examination.

That the faid Committee be defired to tranfmit

his examination to Congrefs.

Refilved, That the militia raifed in the counties

of Orange and Ulfier, in the colony of New-I'ork^

by order of the Congrefs, for the fupport of the

fort lately erefted on Htidfon's river, be difcharged,

except thofe ilationed in the fort, who iliall alfo

be difcharged wliejiever other troops arrive there

to fupply their pfaces -, and that it be recom-

mended to the Committee ofSafety of faid colony

to fee that this refolve be carried into execution.

Refohed, That 500,000 dollars be fent to the

pay-mafter general for the ufe of the army in

the Majfachufetts-Bay.

That the Delegates ofPennJyhania be direded

to count and forward the lame with all con-

venient fpeed under a guard of an officer and

two men.

The Congrefs refuming the confideration of

the report of the Committee on general Schuyler's

letters, &c. thereupon came to the following

refolutions,

Refilved, That colonel V, Schaick, lieutenant

colonel Tates, and major Ganfivoort be continued

in the fervice of tl^ United Colonies, and that

they take the command of the battalion to be

levied in the colony of N£w-Tork.
That
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That captain L^w/Z* be appointed commander 1776.

of the artillery in the northern department with *^-—y^*->

the rank of major, and that he be allowed fifty 7^.9.

dollars/»^rrnonth from the firft day of the prefent

month, as a reward for his adtivity and fpirited

conduct in the laft campaign.

That no poftage be paid for any letters to or

from private foldiers, while engaged in actual

fervice in the defence of the United Colonies ;

and that luch letters be franked by fome perfon

authorized for that purpofe, by the command-
ing officer of the department.

I'hat a letter be written to general Schuyler

by the Prefident, informing him, that it is the

opinion ofCongrefs, he Ihould proceed to have
the conduct of lieutenant Halfey enquired into

by a court martial, giving him previous notice

to appear in his own defence, and that fuch

fentence fhould be paiTed on him, as fuch court

martial fhall think jull, and if the faid lieu-

tenant Halfey Ihall decline to fubmit his conducft

to fuch examination and fentence, that then all

arrears of pay due to him be flopped •, to enable

him to give difcharges to fuch officers as have

quitted the fervice •, to afTure him that we have

great confidence in his attention to the public

intereft, and rely that he will give to the proper

officers in his department fuch orders, as will

procure indemnification to the public for any
embezzlement or wafte of its ftores, or monies •, to

empower him to remit to fuch of the troops

raifed in the colony ofNew-Tork, as mayre-inlifl,

any right we may have to flop wages for under

cloaths
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iyy6. cloaths delivered to them •, to defire he will cocn-
^^--y^ municate to Mr. Price the fenfe this Congrcfs
Jan. 9. have of his friendly offices to general MonlgcKery,

in favour of the American caufe, to return him
our thanks for the fame, and affurehim immediate
meafures jfhall be taken for replacing the m.onies

he has advanced ; to notify to colonel Eoftcn our
approbation of his late fervices, and that we
fhail retain in our minds ajull fenfe of them.

That general Schuyler be direfted to appoint

Mr. John M-Pherfon a major in one of the bat-

talions ordered to be raifed out of the troops in

Canada.

That a conduftor of artillery, a fuperintendant

of the arms, a barrackmafter and florekeeper

be appointed to the northern army, and that

general Schuyler be defired to recommend proper

perfons to Congrefs for thofe offices

.

That the deputy paymafter general have li-

berty to appoint under him two affiftant pay-

mafters, who fhall each receive 26 dollars and

two-thirds per month, for their trouble and fer-

vices.

That all the officers and foldiers in the

northern department be paid in perfon by the

deputy paymafter general, or the affiftants to be

appointed by him in confequence of the fore-

going refolve.

That a communication be forthwith opened

between Skeneshorough and fort Ann., and that

Woodcreek be cleared for that purpofe.

That
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That it be recommended to the Committee 17?^^'.

of Safety of the province of New-Tork to ap- ^-"V^,

point proper perfons to enquire into the pro- 7««-9^

priety and pradicability of obftrufting or leflen-

ing the depth of water in the Narrows, or at any

other place at the entrance of New-Tork, or of

any way fortifying that pafs, fo as to preivent

the entrance of the enemy ; and alfo to enq.uire

whether the depth of water in HudforCs river,

below the battery, may not eafily be leffened,. fo

as to prevent large lliipspaffing up, and to make
an eftimate of the expence, and report their pro-

ceedings in the premifles immediately to. Con.-

grefs.

That to-morrow be afligned for the choice of
two brigadier generals, viz. one for the army in

Mnjfachufetts-Bay, and the other for the army in

the Northern department.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, 'January 10, 1776.

A letter from Rachel Stelle, with an accoufit

for the fubfiftence of officers, was laid before
Congrefs.

Ordered, That the fame be referred fo the
Committee on the condud: of officers, &c.

Refolved, That the Commiffioners for Indian.

affairs in the Northern department be direded
to pay the reverend Mr. JVheelock five hundred

E dollars.
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1776. dollars, agreeable to a relblution of Congrefs

'-""V^^^ paffed the 12th day of July lafl,

Jau. 10.

The Committee appointed to devife ways and

means for facilitating the march of the batta-

lions deftined for Canada, brought in their re-

port, which was read, and the Congrefs there=

with concurring,

Refolved, That three firfl lieutenants, eight fe-

cond lieutenants, one enfign and a quarter-

mailer be appointed to fupply the vacancies in

colonel Bull's battalion.

That for the faid battalion there be provided 688

caps, 688 pair of mittens, 688 pair of ftockings,

688 pair of leggings, 688 pair of fhoes, 688

haverfacks, 688 flings for firelocks, i2oofliirts,

68 8 wai{lcoats,5oo pair ofbreeches,300 blankets,

64 pitching axes and 9 baggage waggons.

That for colonel Maxwell's battalion there be

provided 688 haverfacks, 688 cartouch boxes,

and crofs belts, 688 tomhawks, 64 pitching

axes and 9 baggage waggons.

That both battalions be paid up to the firft

day of February next.

That the battalions march by companies, and

that the companies follow each other at thcN

diftance of one day's march •, that the quarter-

inafters and commiflaries .precede th^r refpedivc

batta-
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battalions a few days, in order to provide lodg-

ings and provifions on the road.

That the colonels be allowed - 6 rations

Lieutenant colonels, - - - 5 ditto

Majors, ---..-_-- 4 ditto

Captains, --.-_--- 3 ditto

Subaltern and ftafF officers, each 2 ditto

or money in lieu thereof.

That it be recommended to the Committee of

Safety of Pennfyhania to fupply colonel Buirs

battalion with the foregoing articles, or fuch of
them as they have not already provided them v/ith,

agreeable to former refolutions of Congrefs; and
that all the articles furnifhed the men more tha.n

thofe allowed in lieu of bounty be dedudedout
of their pay.

That 'Thomas Lowry be direfled to provide

the articles for colonel Maxwell's battalion, and

that all the articles furnifhed the men more than

thofe allov/ed in lieu of bounty be deduced out

of their pay.

Refolved^ That an order be drawn on the trea-

furers in favour oi Thomas Lowry^ for the fum of

3 5,000 dollars, for the ufe of the battalions raifed

in New-Jerfeyy he to be accountable for the

fame.

Agreeable to the order ofthe day, the Congrefs

proceeded to the eleftion of two brigadier gene-

rals, and the ballots being taken and examined,

Jofeph Fry^ Efq •, was elected for the army in the

E 2 Majfa-
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iyy6. Malfachufetts-Baf)\ Benedi^ Arnold^ Efq-, for the
^ K^i-y^ army in the Northern department.

ya». 10.

The Committee of Safety for Pennfylvania,

having recommended a number of perlons for

field-officers to the fixth battalic-n ordered to be

raifed in faid colony, the Congrefs proceeded to

the election, and j:he ballots being taken and exa-

mined,

William Trwine, Efq> was eledled colonel,

Thomas Hartley^ Elq-, lieutenant colonel,

James Dunlap^ Efq; major.

Refohed, That another battalion be raifed in

New-Jerfey^ on the fame terms as the other two

raifed in the faid colony.

Refohed^ That the pay of the troops ferving

in and deftined for Canada be the fame as that

of the army at Cambridge •, and that this pay com-
mence to the Pennfylvania and New-Jerfey bat-

talions from the time they fet out on their march

to Canada.

The Congrefs confidering the great diftancp

irom Colonel Heard to Colonel Waterhury^ the diffi-

culty of co-operating with each other in their

expedition into ^eens county, thereupon

Refolved., That lord Sterling be defired to fur-

nilh tolonel Heard with three companies under

his command, who are to join colonel Heard

with the minute-men by him railed, and pro-

ceed
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ceed asfoon as may be on the expedition into 1776.

Sheens county, for which colonel Heard and colo- o-y-^
nel Watrrbury were appointed, and that colonel Jan.xo.

Heard be dehred to fend immediately an expreis to

colonel JVaterbury with a copy of this refolution,

and inform him that his fervice will not be re-

quired on this occaiion,

Refohed, That a Committee of Five be ap-

poinied to take into conCideration the ftate of

thefe Colonies, and report as foon as pofTible

v/hat number of forces in their opinion will be

neceffary for the defence of the lame.

The members chofen, Mr. Duane, Mr. Lynch,

Mr. Hooper^ Mr. E. Rutkdge, and Mr. mifon.

Refolved^ That the colony of North Carolina

be fupplied with one ton of powder by the Secret

Committee.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there

is due,
j

To the Committee of the upper diflrift of
Frederick county, Maryland^ tiie fum of 800. i

dollars, to be paid to Daniel Hefier •, of which

571 dollars to be charged to captain CreJJdp's

company, 77 dollars and one third to captain

Price's company, and the remainder to the

Continent.

To Fitrman and Hunt, for provifions, &rc. fur-

niflied to prifoners, the fum of 1 78. 2 dollars.

To IVilliam Shad^ for attendance as mieflcngcr to

the 4t]i December, lyjs-^ ^he fum of 52 dollars.

Ordered,
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lyy^. Ordered^ That the faid accounts be paid.

Jott. II. Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, 'January 1 1 , 1 776.

Refolved^ That it be recommended to the

Convention or Committee of Safety of New-
Tork, to endeavour to obtain a releafe of lieu-

tenant Tiley, of brigadier IVoofier's regi-

ment, now confined on board the Afm man of

war, by exchanging for him an ofHcer of the

fame rank of the Britijh troops in our cuflody.

Refolved^ That a Committee of Three be ap-

pointed to prepare inftrud:ions to the officers in

the recruiting lervice.

The members chofen, Mr. TVilfon^ Mr. Dyer^

and Mr. Harrifon.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the

report of the Committee on the bills of credit,

emitted by this Congrefs, thereupon came to

the following refolution,

"Whereas it appears to this Congrefs that fe-

veral evil difpofed perfons, in order to obftruft

and defeat the efforts of the United Colonies,

in defence of their juft rights, have attempted

to depreciate the bills of credit emitted by the

authority of this Congrefs,

Refohed^ therefore. That if any perfon fhall

hereafter be fo loft to all virtue and regard for

his
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his country, as to refufe to receive the faid bills

in payment, or obftruft or difcourage the cur-

rency or circulation thereof, and fhall be duly 7««- n*

convi6led by the Committee of the city, county
or diftrift, or, in cafe of appeal from tiieir de-
cifion, by the AfTembly, Convention, Council
or Committee of Safety of the colony where
he Hiall refide, fuch perfon fhall be deemed,
publifhed and treated as an enemy of his coun-
try, and precluded from all trade or intercourfe

with the inhabitants of thefe Colonies.

Ordered, That the foregoing refolve be Im^
mediately publiihed.

Refohed, That an order be drawn on the
treafurers, in favour of the Committee of Safety
of Pennjyhania, for the fum of 6000 dollars, for
the ufe of the firft Pennfyhania battalion, the faid

Committee to be accountable for the fame.

A reprefentation of the field-officers of the
Pennfyhania battalions, fetting forth the incon-
veniences that will arife from the battalions con-
fifting of feven battalion-companies, was pre-
fented to Congrefs, and read.

Ordered, That the fame be referred for con-
Cderation till to-morrow.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, January 1 2, 1776.

The Confimittee of Claims reported, that tliere
is due,

To
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1 776^ To Henry Deivfofiy for provifions to captain R/pfs's.

*->"V^ company, the fum of 27. 5 dollars.

ya/i. 12. From Turbett Francis^ Efqj, one of the Commif-
fioners for Indian affairs in the Northern de-

partment, a ballance in his hands amounting

to 194 dollars.

To Volkert P. Douw, another of the Commif-
fioners of faid department, expences attend-

ing the treaty at Albany^ a ballance amount-

ing to 2 171. q dollars, and that there will

then remain in his hands two matraffes, about-

fifteen gallons of wine, fome Ipirits, and fome

boards, belonging to the Colonies.
' DO

Ordered^ That the fums due to Henry Bewfon^

and Volkert P. Douw, Efq; be paid ; the latter,

through the hands of James Dtiane, Efq;

The Committee appointed to enquire into

the condud of the officers, who are prilbners,

and the m/anner in which they are, at prefent,

fubfifced, brought in their report, which was

agreed to, as follows,

Refolvedj That the conduft of the officers at

Trenton, though in other refpeds unexception-

able, is, as to their manner of living, exceed-

ingly extravagant, they being boarded at taverns,

and the innkeepers fupplying them in a luxuri-

ous manner, on the credit of the Continent.

That the Congrefs will, for the future, allow

two dollars per week for the board and lodgings

of officers, who are prifoners (for which lum
they may have decent lodgings) to be repaid

by
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by the officers before they are releafed from ^77^
their captivity. '^-'-y-*-'

Jan. 12.

That the accounts of the feveral innkeepers

againft the officers be paid by the Continent,

which are alfo to be repaid by the faid officers

before their difcharge.

That no tavernkeeper fupply the faid officers

for the future on the credit of the Continent.

That the officers now at Trentcn be direfted

to remove to fome other place at a proper
diilance trom the public poft-road.

That the officers at Trenton have liberty to
chufe the places of their refidence, the choice
being made confident with former refolutions of
Congrefs.

That a copy of the above refolutions, together
with a copy of the refolution granting officers

liberty to fell bills for their fubfiilence, be tranf-

mitted to the feveral Committees, where officers

v/ho are prifoners refide \ and that the faid Com-
mittees be directed to apply to the faid officers for

their bills to difcharge the debts already in-

curred, and alfo to inform them, it is expeded they
will from time to time draw for their future

flibfiftence.

Ordered^ That Rachel Stille*s account for fub-

fiflence 01' officers to the 4th oi January^ 1776,
amounting to 423.6 dollars, be paid,

F The
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1776. The Congrefs refolved itfelf into a Committee
^"^"-y*^ of the whole, to take into confideration the trade

Jafi. 12. of the United Colonies, and after fome time, the

Prefident relumed the chair, and Mr. l'F(?rd re-

ported that the Committee had taken into cdn-

lideration the matter to them referred, but not

having come to a conclufion, defired leav^ to fit

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow
refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole, to

take into further confideration the trade of the

United Colonies;

A memorial from the field-officers of the firft

Pomfyhania battalion was prefented to Congrefs.

Ordered, That the fame be referred till to-

morrow.

The feverd matters to this day referred be-

ing poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, 'January 13, 1776.

A letter from general IVaJhington, d^ted January

the 4th, 1776 •, alfo a letter trom the Committee
ot Safety of New-Tork, dsLtcd January the 3d, be-

ing received, were read.

Refolved, That a Committee of Five be ap-

pointed to take mto confideration the letter from

the Committee ot Safety of Ncw-Tork, and to

conler
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confer with Mr, Romans, and report to Con- i77'5.

grefs. ^-^-V"^
Jan. 13,

The members chofen, Mr. Paine, Mr. Dyer,

Ml .Lynch, Mr. PFythe, and Mr. /i^. Livinzfton.

The Secret Committee having made report

refpefting the purchafe of the falt-petre lately-

imported,

Refolved, That the faid Committee be direded

to purchafe the falt-petre on the beft terms

thcry can, and have it manuiadured into gun-

powder as foon as poflible..

Refolved, That the Secret Committee be di-

, reelect to fupply colonel Heard with 200 pounds
ofgun-powder, to enable him to carry into exe-

cution the orders of Congrefs,

Refolved, That John Morgan be promoted to

the rank of hrft lieutenant m one of the com-
panies of colonel BiiWs battalion.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday,

Monday, January 15, 1776.

A paragraph of a letter from Peter 'Timothy,

fecretary to the Provincial Convention and
Committee of Safety of South-Carolina, dated

January 5th, to C. Gadfon, Efq-, was read, inform-

ing that the faid Convention have refolved to

continue the Delegates, and have conftituted any
two of them to be a quorum to reprefent faid

,

colony.

F 2
^

A ko-
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1 7 y6, A letter from general JVc^Jhington^ dated the 3 1 ft

<^r^ of D^cfwi'fr, with lundry papers enclofed, among
Jaff. 15. which a draught of captain Matthews on the

treafury of F/rg-/«/^, for ^i too lawful money ad-

vanced him by the general •, alfo two letters from

lord Sterlings dated January 8 th and i ith, and a

letter form governor T'rumkill, with three papers

enclofed, being received, were read.

Refolved^ That the letter from general JVafK)-

ington be referred to a Committee of Three.

The m.embers chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Adams

and Mr. JVilfon.

That the letters from lord Sterling be referred

to a Committee of Five.

The memibers chcfen, Mr. W. LmngfloHy
Mr. M'Kean, Mr. Flcyd, Mr. JVardy^ and

Mr. Alexander.
. f

That the letter from governor Trumbull, with

the enclofed papers, be reierred to the Committee
appointed to comer with ^Ir. Romans,

A letter from the Committee of Safety of

l^ew-Torkj dated January nth, 1776, was read.

Refolved, That it be referred to the Committee
on the ftate of the Colonics.

Refoived, That a Ccmimittee of Five be ap-

pointed to make an eftimate of the number of

. cannon, that may be wanted for the defence of

the
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the United Colonies, and to devife ways and 1776.

mean?, for pi:ocuring them, and that it be an ^-^-y^^

inftrudion to laid. Committee to enquire what ^««- is»

lized cannon can be cafe in thefe Colonies.

The members chofen, Mr. JVifno'^ Mr. Hop-

kins^ Mr. Rogers, Mr. Jilen and Mr. Faine.

Refchedy That no bought indented fervants

be employed on board the Beet, or in the army
of the United Colonies, without the confent of

their mafters.

The Committee ofClaims reported, that there

is due,

To Jd€ol? Hiltzbmner, for exprelTes, the fum of

^§6. I dollars.

To Jonathan Trumbull, jun. for his expences to

Phihidelphia, and returning to Ne-iv-Tcrk with

money, the fum of 99.7 dollars.

To Thmias Apty, for boarding fcveral prifoners,

109. 6 dollars.

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

Refohed, That it be recommended to the

CommJttee. of Safety of Pennjyhama to enquire

into the characters, of the recruits or privates

taken on board the Rebecca and Frances tranfport,

and to difmifs fuch of them as they judge may
with fafety to the Colonies be difcharged.

The Congrefs refolved itfelf into a.Committee

of the v/hole, to take into confideration the flate

of the trade of the United Colonies •, and, after

loine
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lyyS. fome time, the Prefident refumed the chair, and
^^'y^ Mr. PFnrd reported, that the Committee had
fan. 15. taken into their farther confideration the matter

to them referred, but that not having come to

a conclufion, they defired him to move for leave

to fit again.

Refohed, That this Congrefs will, on Friday

next, refolve itfelf into a Committee of the

whole, to take into farther confideration the

trade of the United Colonies.

Refolved, That captain 'hicMhew's draft on the

trealLiry oi Virginia be delivered to the Delegates

ot that colony, and that they be defired to re-

ceive the money, and pay the fame to the Con-

tinental treafurers.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, 'Jamiary 1 6, i "]"](>•

The colony of Conne^iait having appointed

new Delegates, the fame attending, produced

the credentials of their appointment, which were

read, as follows,

" At a general JJfembly of the governor and company

of the Englifh colony of Connecticut, .in New-
England, in America, hclden at ISew-Haven,
infaid colony^ on thefecond Thurfday <?/" Oftober,

Anno 'Domini 1775.

" Refohed^ by this AfTembly, That Roger

Sherman^ Oliver Wolcott^ Samuel Huntington^ Titus

Hofmer^ and JVilliam Williamsy Efqrs. be, and they

are
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are hereby appointed Delegates to repreferit this 1776.

colony at the General Congrefs of the United o-y-O

Colonies in America for the year enfuing, and until Jan. 16.

new be cho(cn, that is tofay, theh'id Roger Sberraany

Oliver IVolcott, and Samuel Huntingtcu Efqrs. do

attend faid Congrefs, and on the failure of either

of the faid gentlemen, by ficknefs, or otherwife,

then the faid Titus Uofiner^ or William Wil-

liams, Efqrs. are to fupply the place or places

of any or either of the faid three gentlemen firft

named, in fuch manner, that Three of faid De-
legates, and Three only, do attend faid Congrefs

at any one time ; and the faid three Delegates,

or any or either of them, who Ihall be prefent

in faid Congrefs^ are hereby fully authorifed and
impowered to reprefent this colony in faid Con-
grefs, to confult, advile and refolve upon mea-
fures neceua:y to be taken and purfued for the

defence, fecurity and prefervation of the rights

and liberties of the faid United Colonies, and
for their common fafety •, and of fuch their pro-

ceedings and refolves they do tranfmit authentic

copies, from time to tinie, to the General Af-
fembly of this colony. That the faid Delegates

now appointed do repair to, and take their feats

in, faid Congrefs by the firft day oi January ntxt,

in cafe faid Congrefs Ihall be then fitting, or as

foon after as faid Congrefs lliall be convened

;

and that the faid gentlemen who are now at-

tending faid Congrefs in behalf of this colony,

do continue in their faid office until the sentle-

men now cholen, and dire6led to attend in man-
ner aforefaid, iliall arrive at faid Congrefs.

'* A true copy of record, examined ly

George Wyllys, Secretaij**

A letY
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1776. A letter from Mr. Letvi^, dated January Stii,

^'•^-y^ was read, recommending a ftranger to the notice
7««. 16. ofCongrefs.

Ordered^ That the fame be referred to the

Committee on the Qualifications of perfons ap-

plying for offices.

Refohed^ That a member, in the room of

^
Mr. Dycr^ be added to the Committee appointed
to draw up inftruftions to the officers employed
in the recruiting fervice.

Refohed^ That the feveral petitions of gentle-

men, praying to be appointed officers m the

Pennfylvania battalions, be referred to the Com-
mittee on Qualifications.

Application being made in behalf of Mr, Juge

and the owner of a vefiel lately arrived in Dcla-

- ware, for leave to export provifions to the

amount of the cargoes by them imported.

Refoked, That this be referred to the Secret

Committee.

Refolved, That two members be added tQ the

Secret Committee.

The members chofen, Mr. Htn^es and Mr. Jkx^

under.

The Committee on the ftate of the Colonies

brought in a report, which being taken into

confideration,

Refolvedy
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Refohed^ That another battalion be raifed in I77<>.

the colony of North-Carolina, in order to defeat "^---yO

any attempt which may be made in oppofition J<^^' 16.

to the meafures recommended by the Conti-

nental Congrefs.

Refohed, That the farther confideration of
the report be referred till to-morrow.

The Committee having defired leave to fit

again, the fame was granted.

Refolved, That to-morrow be afligned for

taking into confideration, in a Committee of
the whole, the propriety of opening the ports
after the firll of March next.

The Delegates of South-Carolina having in-

formed the Congrefs, that their colony, being
in want of feamen, had given orders to offer

high wages to fuch as would engage in their

fervice, defired the advice and opinion of Con-
grefs on this matter.

Refolved, That it be referred to a Committee
of Five.

The members chofen, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Hunt-
ington, Mr. Paine, Mr. Morris and Mr. Floyd,

Refolved, That the Naval Committee be em-
powered to purchafe a fmall vefTel for a tender.

The Committee appointed to procure powder
from Providence, brought in a report, with an

G account
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1776. account of a cargo provided for that purpofe by
^--y^ JFilling a.n.d Morris, amovinting to 3233.2 dol-

Ja,7. 16. lars ; whereupon

Refclved, That the faid Committee be au-

thoriled to give fvich orders, to the captain of

the vellel, as they may think proper.

That an order be drawn on the treafurers, in

favour of Willing and Morris, for the faid fum
ot 3233.2 dollars.

The Committee on general IVojhingtorCs let-

ters brought in a report, v/hich being taken in-

to confideration, the Congrefs thereupon came

to the following refolutions,

Refolved, That the paymafter i^eneral of the

army at Cambridge be empowered to draw bills

upon the Prefident of the Congrefs, or, in their

recels, upon the Committee of Congrefs for

that purpofe appointed, for any fums of money
. which may be depofited in his hands not exceed-

ing, in any one month, the monthly expence of

the army, and that fuch bills counterfigned by

the general or commander in chief of the faid

army be accepted and paid.

That the free Negroes who have ferved

faithfully in the army at Cambridge may be re-

inlifted therein, but no other.

That, if general Wofmngton think proper, colo-

nel R. Gridley be continued chief engmeer in the

army at Cambridge.

That
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That the pay of the afliftant engineers in 1776.

the army at Cambridge be 26 dollars and two- ^-^-v^

thirds per month. 7«"- ^6-

The Committee having defired leave to fit

again, the fame was granted.

Refolved^ That four new members be added

to the Committee on the Qualifications, &c. in

the room ot thoi'e abfent.

The members chofen,

Mr. JVokott^ for Conne^icut, in the room of

Mr. Dyer,

Mr, Duane^ for New-Tork, in the room of
Mr. Jay.

Mr. M*-Kean^ for the Lower Counties on Delaware^

in the room of Mr. Rodney. And
Mr. Rogers, for Maryland.

Refohedy That Thurfday next be afTigned for

taking into confideration the report of the

Committee on Indian affairs.

Refohed, That a lift of the Committees who
have not reported be prepared and laid on the

table.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

W E D N E s D AY, 'January 17, 1776,

A petition from do6tor Benjamin Church was

prefented to Congrefs, and read,

Refohed, That the fame be referred to a Com-
mittee of Three.

G 2 The
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1776. The members chofen, Mr. Ham/on, Mr. Paca

'-'^Y^^ and Mr. Hooper.

Jan. ij.

A petition from Ibbetfon Hamar^ a prifoner at

trenton, was prefented toCongrefs and read, pray-

ing for leave to refide at Mr. Stainforth's.^ near

Prince-'Town,

Refokedy That the fame be granted.

A memorial from the captains and fubalterns

of the firft Pennfylvania battalion was prefented

and read, complaining of the conduft of their

colonel.

Refolved, That the fame be referred to the

Committee of Qiialifications, and that they be di-

red:ed to hear the parties, and report to Congrefs.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs

refolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole,

to take into confideration the propriety of open-

ing the ports after the firfl of March next, and

after fome time, the Prefident refumed the chair,

and Mr, JVard reported, that the Committee had

taken into confideration the matter to them re-

ferred, and had come to a refoluticn, which he

read in his place, and delivered in.

The report b^ing again read,

Ordered., To lie on the table.

Refolved., That a Committee of Five be ap-

pointed, to confider under what regulations and

reftridions
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reftriftions the trade of the United Colonies j'/y6.

ought to be carried on after the firft of March ^•""y^

next. 7'^«- 17-

The members chofen, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Mor-
tis, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Adams and Mr. Sherman.

Refotved, That a member be added to the

Committee appointed to confer with Mr. Romans,.

The member chofen, Mr. Wolcott.

The Committee appointed to prepare in-

ftrudtions for the officers in the recruiting fer-

vice brought in their report, which being taken

into confideration, the Congrefs thereupon came
to the following refolutions,

Refohed, That the colonels of the feveral bat-

talions ordered to be raifed do immediately order

their officers, on recruiting fervice, to fuch parts

where they are beft known, and have the greateit

probability of fuccefs.

That the recruiting officers ought to be care-

ful to inlifl none but healthy, found and able

bodied men, and not under fixteen years of age.

That the colonels of the feveral battalions

aforefaid appoint fome place or places of ren-

dezvous, to which the recruits may be fent^ and

where the battalions may be quartered.

That the greateft attention ought to be paid

to
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1776. to the behaviour of the troops in quarters, that

i,^^^^..,^^^
they may give no rcafonabie caufe ot complaint.

^ii/i, 17.

That the quarters of the troops be duly dif-

charged once every week.

That an allowance of one dollar and a third

of a dollar per man be made to the recruiting

officers, in lieu of tlieir expences in recruiting,

exclufive of the fubfiftence-money allowed them.

And that in cafe any man be inlifted contrary

to the foregoing regulations, the pay they may
have received, and the fubfiftence-money that

may be paid for them, fhall be flopped from the

pay of fuch recruiting officers.

That the colonels of the feveral battalions to

be raifed in Pennfyhania, be fupplied with mo-
ney for the recruiting fervice by the Committee
of Safety of faid colony, and difburfe the fame

to the feveral recruiting officers •, the colonels

aad other officers to be accountable for what

they fhall receive, and all arrears, they may fall

into, to be flopped from their pay.

Refohed^ That the fum of one dollar and one-

third of a dollar per man be allowed to the of-

ficers of the firft Pennfylvania battalion for each

man by them inlifted, who fhall have pafTed

mufler.

Refihed, That the treafurers be empowered

to advance to Mr. Regonville a fum not exceed-

ing 400 dollars, taking his draught or bill on

his agent in Canada for the fame.
' A let-
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A letter from general Schuyler, dated January ^1776.

the 13th, enclofmg copies of letters from gene- O-v^
ral Woofier, colonel Arnold, and others, were laid >«. i?-

before Congrefs, and read, containing an account

of an unfuccefsful attempt made to gain pof-

feflion oi §luebec by ftorm, on the 31ft oi Decem-

her, ai;id of the death of general Montgomery.

The Committee to whom the matter of 6'(?«/^-

Carolina, refpefting the engaging of feamen, was
referred, brought in their report, which was

read. ^

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Th u R s D A Y, yj«z^jry 18, 1776.

The Committee to whom the petition of

doftor Benjamin Church was referred, brought in

their report, which being taken into conlidera-

tion,

Refolved, That governor 'Trmnbull be defired

to give order for the removal of dodor Church

to fome more comfortable place of confinement,

than that where he nov-/ is, if fuch can be found
in that colony •, and that for the advancement
of his health, the faid doctor Church be per-

mitted to ride out at proper feafons under a truily

guard, who will be careful to prevent his car-

rying on any correfpondence, or doing any ad
prejudicial to the fafety and welfare of the

United Colonies.

A letter from the Comjnittee of Frederick-

toivn.
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1776. Uwn, Maryland, enclofing fundry intercepted let-

•^—-Y*^ ters, found upon dodlor ^mith, one of Comllfs
Jan. 18. afTociates, being brought by the guard who had

the charge of bringing down faid Smith, was laid

before Congrefs, and read.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the

Committee of Safety for the colony of Pennfyl-

vania, to take the examination of faid do6tor

Smith, and then comjnit him to fafe and clofe

confinement.

Refolved, That a Committee of Five be ap-

pointed to take into confideration the letter from
general 6'f>&z£y/(?r, of the 13 th of January, with the

enclofures, and report thereon to Congrefs.

The members chofen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wythe,

Mr. Sherman, Mr. Ward, and Mr. S. Adams.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, 'January 19, 1776.

Refolved, That five members be eledled for

the Commiittee of Claims in the room of thofe

who are abfent.

The members chofen,

Mr. Wolcott, for Connecticut, in the room of

Mr. Deane.

Mr. Floyd, for New-Tork, in the room of

Mr. Lezvis.

Mr. M'-Kean, for the Lower Counties on Delaware,

in the room of Mr. Rodney.

Mr.
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Mr. Rogers, for Maryland, in the room of 1775.'

Mr. John/on. L.-^V-v-^

Mr. E. Rutledge, for South-Carolina, In the room Jan. 19.

of Mr. Gadfden,

The Committee to whom the letters from

Lancafter were referred, brought in an anfwer,

which was read, and approved.

Ordered, That the fame be tranfcribed and

forwarded.

The Congrefs took into confideration the re-

port of the Committee on the matter of South-

Carolina,, refpedting feamen •, whereupon

Refolved, That it be recommended to captain

Cochran, who is arrived here for the purpofe of
recruiting feamen, to purfue the following plan

in the inlilting ferviee, in which he is employed
by the colony of South-Carolina.

That he offer to each able bodied feamen the

wages oi eight dollars ^^r month, and that he pay
to them nine dollars bounty, and, upon their ar-

rival in South-Carolina, the turthcr bounty oijiva

dollars.

That captain Cochran repair immediately to

the camp at Cambridge, and take the advice and
diredlion of general Wajhingtcn on this affair, and
proceed to inlift his feamen in fuch parts of the

country, as will be the leaft prejudicial to the

Continental ferviee.

H That
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1776. That the Prefident write to general Wajhmg-

^"-"Y^^ /(?;/, acquainting him with the fituation oi South'

Jan. 19. Carolina, the neceflity that colony is in for fea-

men, and defiring that he will pleafe to forward

this lervice.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there

is due.

To the Committee oiBerks county, for provifions,

ammunition, &c. furnifhed the rifle-compa-

nies, jT 1 1 : 14: 10, and for necelTaries fur-

nifhed the prifoners from St. Johns, the fum
of ^ 8 : 13 : II, amounting in the whole to

j^ 20 : 8 : 9, equal to 54. 5 dollars, to be paid

to doctor Jonathan Potts.

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favour of the Delegates of South-Caro-

lina, for the fum of 10,000 dollars, which was
appropriated for Indian affairs in the Southern

department.

The Council of Safety for the 'Three Lower
Counties on Delaware having recommended fundry

gentlemen for field-officers of the battalion or-

dered to be railed in that colony, the Congrefs

proceeded to an eleftion, and the ballots being

taken,

John Hajlet, Efq; was elecled colonel, and

Gunning Bedford^ Efqj lieutenant colonel.

The
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The Congrefs refuming the confideration of 177^-

the report of the Committee on the ftate of the ^—y">^

Colonies, J"""- ^9'

Refolved^ That four battalions be raifed in the

colony of New-Tork for the defence of that co-

lony, upon the fame pay with thofe direfted to

be raifed in the colony oi Pennfyhania •, and that

they be ftationed as the commanding officer of

the New-Tork department lliall think beft, to

garrifon the feveral forts in that colony from

Crownpoint to the fouthward, and to prevent de-

predations upon hong-Ijlandy and promote the

fafety of the whole.

Ordered^ That a copy of the foregoing refo-

lution be tranfmitted to the Council of Safety

of New-Tork -, and that they be requefted, with

all pollible expedition to tranfmit to Congrefs

the names of a number of gentlemen, at leaft

two for each command, out of whom the Con-
grefs may ele6t field-officers for faid battalions.

The Committee on Qualifications brought in

a report, which was agreed to, as follows.

That Roger Stayner and George Jenkins be ap-

pointed firit lieutenants in the firli Pennfylvanici

battalion.

That the two eldeft enfigns be promoted to

fecond lieutenants in faid battalion, in the roon-^

of the above.

That Robert Allifon be appointed an enfign in

faid battalion.

H 2 That X



6o JOURNALS of CONGRESS.

1776. That Jacob Shallus be appointed quarter-mafter

^-"V*^ of faid battalion.

Jan.ig.

The Committee appointed to hear the com-
plaints of the officers, and colonel BuWs defence,

brought in their report, which, after debate,

was referred till to-morrow.

The Committee to whom general Schuyler's

letter of the 13 th of January, with the papers

and letters enclofed, was referred, brought in a

report, which was taken into confideration i

whereupon

Refolved, That the American army in Canada

be reinforced with all poflible difpatcli, as well

for the fecurity and relief of our friends there,

as for better fecuring the rights and liberties not

only of that colony, but the other United Co-
lonies.

That an exprefs be fent to the Committee of
Safety of New-Jerfey, and an application made
to that of Pennjyhania, immediately to quicken
the officers employed in levying the forces di-

refted to be raifed in thofe colonies, and marched
to Canada, and do all in their power to forward
the fervice. And that the Committee of In-

fpedlion of the city and liberties of Philadelphia

be requefted forthwith to ufe their utmoil: en-

deavours to aid Mr. J. Meafe in procuring of the
houfeholders therein, fuch blankets as may be
fpared from their refpedive families, for the ufe

of the battalion deftined for this important ex-

pedition at fo fevere a feafon, for which the

owners,
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owners fhall be allowed the value of fuch blankets 1776.

according to the eftimation of the faid Committee ^^—y-^

of Infpedtion. And that colonel ^m// and col o- Jan. i<):

nel Maxwell do without delay march fuch of the

companies of their battalions as are now ready,

to general Schuyler,

That general Wajhington be requefted to de-

tach from the camp at Cambridge one battalion,

if the fervice there will permit him to fpare one,

with orders to march with the greateft expe-

dition poflible to Canada.

That for the more fpeedy raifmg the battalions,

ordered on the 8 th of January to be raifed

in the colonies of New-Hampjhire., Conne5iicut,

NeW'Tork and Pennjyhayiia^ for the defence of -

Canada.^ it be recommended to the general Af-
femblies, Conventions, or Councils or Commit-
tees of Safety of thofe colonies refpeftively, to

exert their \3tmoft endeavours in raifmg the faid

battalions, upon the fame pay and fubfiftence as

the army at Cambridge., and to furnifh them with
provifions, ammunition, and other necefiaries,

for expediting their march to Canada. And for

further encouraging the men more cheerfully to

enter into the fervice of their country, to give,
a bounty oti fix dollars and two-thirds to every
able bodied effedlive man, properly cloathed for
the fervice, and having a good firelock, with a

bayonet, and other accoutrements, and four dol-
lars to every foldier not having the like arms
and accoutrements ; the arms to be fupplied by
the colony, and the cofl to be deducted out of
the foldiers pay ^ and alfo to provide a blanket

and
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^77^- and haverfack for every enlifted foldier, and
*'-0'^*-' moreover to advance one month's pay to every
Jan. ig. otricer and ibldier before their march, that they

may be able to purchafe necefiary cloathing.

That the firft two companies, which fiiall be
complete of every battalion, do march to that

country, fo foon as they fhall be ready, and be

followed in the fame numbers, with like expe-
dition, by the reft of the corps. And that it be
recommended to the General AflembLes, Con-
ventions and Councils or Committees of Safety

of the colonies in which the battalions are di-

rected to be raifed, that they relpedtively attend

to this bulinefs.

The Committee defired leave to fit again,

which was granted.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, 'January 20, 1776.

Refclved^ That an order be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favour of the Committee of Safety of

Pennfyhania^ for the fum of 15,000 dollars, for

the ufe of the five battalions to be raifed in faid

colony J the faid Committee to be accountable.

The Committee of Claims reported that there

is due.

To captain Henry Sbylock, for his expences in

bringing doftor John Smith from Hagar's-

Town^ and for his expences in returning home,
the fum of 89. 3 dollars.

To
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To John Nelfon^ for his expences in bringing the 1776.

laid doftor John Smith from the Little Meadows ^-^-y^^

to Hagar^s-'Town, and for his trouble in attend- 7««- 20,

inghim to this city, with allowance ofexpences

in returning home, the fum of 75 dollars.

To Francis Johnjcn^ Efq-, for fundry expences in-

curred by guards for powder, waggons, &c.

the fum of 38 dollars.

To Thomas Dewees^ for fupporting feveral pri-

foners, the fum of 43. 2 dollars. ,

Ordered^ That the above accounts be paid.

A memorial from colonel Bttll was prefented

to Congrefs, and read, praying for leave, on ac-

count of ill treatment he had received from
many officers of his corps, to refign his com-
million.

The Committee on general Schuyler^s letter^

brought in a farther report, which being taken

into confideration, the Congrefs canie to the

following refolutions,

Refolved, That general WaflAngton be defired

to difpatch a general officer, if he can be fpared

from the fervice at Cambridge^ to command the

army in Canada.

That it being neceffary to procure a large

quantity of fpecie for the operations in Canada^

which cannot be fuccefsfully carried on without
that article, it be recommended to the General
AfTcmblies, Conventions, and Councils or Com-
mittees of Safety upon the Continent, to employ

proper
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1776. proper perfons within their refpeftive "colonics

^-''Y*^ to colleft all the gold and filver coin they can,
7«». 20. and inform Congrefs of the fum collefted.

That it will not be expedient at prefent to

fend a Committee of Congrefs to Canada.
\

\

That the Committee of Secrecy be defii-ed to

difpatch one ton of gun-powder with the firfl

companies that fhall march from Pennfylvania to

Canada \ and that governor Trumbidl be defired to

fend the like quantity of gun-powder with the

firft detachment of forces directed to march
thither from Conne^iait.

That the lofTes fuftained by captain Hazen be
afcertained by CommifTioners to be appointed

by the commanding officer in Canada^ and that

the Commiffioners report their proceedings, with

the examination of the witnefies, and their opi-
^ nion thereupon, to Congrefs.

That the General AfTemblies, Conventions or

Councils or Committees of Safety of the Colo-
nies, in which forces are direfted to be raifed for

the fervice of Canada^ be defired to raife for the

fame fervice, one company of matrcffes, confift-

ing offorty privates, in each colony, under proper

officers, and where a company cannot be com-
pleted, to raife as many as they can, under fub-

altern officers, in proportion to tlieir numbers.

That general Woojler be defired to take pof-

feffion of the medicine-cheft mentioned by co-

lonel Campbell^ to be claimed by dodor Beaumcnty

and
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and if it appear to him to be private property, 177^-

to pay the value thereof to the owner. <^'>^
Jan, 20.

That the General Aflemblies, Conventions,

or Councils or Committees of Safety be defired

to take the moil effectual meafures fcr recover-

ing the arms, accoutrements, batteaus, tools

and other (lores of the Continent, faid to have

been carried off by fome of the foldiers, who
have returned from Canada.

That 12,500 dollars be advanced to each of
the General Aflemblies or Councils or Com-
mittees of Safety of the colonies in which forces

are diredled to be raifed for the fervice ofCanrJa,

for the purpofe of recruiting their refpedive

regiments.

That from the neceflity of the cafe, and to

prevent delays, blank commifllons be iflTued by
the Prefident for the field-oificers, captains and
fubalterns, who are to command the battalions

ordered to be raifed for Canada, in New-Hamp-
Jhire and Conne^iicut, to be filled up with the

names offuch gentlemen, as Ihall be judged mofl

proper by the Convention or Committee of Safe-

ty of New-Hampjhire, and lay the Governor and
Council of ConneBictit.

That the foregoing refolution be not drawn
into a precedent.

That exclufive of colonel Livin^fion and his

regiment already determined on, there be one

thoLifand Canadians more raifed, tor one year,

I or
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lyy^, or during the prefent difpiites, ^tjlx dollars and
'^^-y-^ t-zvo-thirds bounty and the ufual pay, which num-
ya?i. 20. ber fhall compofe four battalions, and form one

regiment, five companies of fifty men to each

battalion, one captain, one lieutenant, and one

enfign to each company, and four majors, one

lieutenant colonel and one colonel to the whole

regiment.

That the Committee of Safety of Philadelphia

be defired to provide and difpatch fifes and drums
to Canada^ for the two regiments directed to be

raifed in that colony.

Refolved^ That orders be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favour of the Delegates of New-Hamp-
Jhire^ for the above fum of 12,500 dollars, and

in favour of the Delegates of Conne5ficut^ for the

like fum of 12,500 dollars, and in favour of the

Delegates of New-Tork, for the like fum of

12,500 dollars, for the ufe of the battalions to

be raifed for Canada, and that the faid Delegates

be defired to forward the faid fums to their re-

Jpeftive colonies with all expedition ; the feveral

colonies to be accountable for the fame

.

Refohed^ That the Prefident be dire<5led to

fend an exprefs to general Schuyler, with a letter,

informing him of the meafures the Congrefs

have taken for the defence oi Canada, and defire-

ing him to forward the fame to general Woojter,

That he likewife difpatch an exprefs, with

the like information, to general Wajhington, to

the Governor of Come^icui, and the Convention
or
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or Council of Safety of New-Jerfq, Neiz-Tork i)y5:

and New-Hampjhire, v^-v*^

Jan, 20.

The Committee en Qualifications, having re-

commended the following perfons for enfigns in

the firft Pennfylvania- battalion, -viz.

Nicholas Scully John Brue^

Jofeph Greenway^ Richard Rice,

Johw Irvine, Major fValbroon,

the lame were agreed to, and commiflions or^

dered to be given them accordingly.

Refihed, That the Secret Committee be di~ .

rented to fupply the Delegates of New-Jerfey
with 300 pounds of powder, for the ufe of co-

lonel Maxwell's battalion.

Ordered, That 'Timothy Matlack deliver to the

Delegates oi New-Jerfey, or their order, a quan-
'

tity of flints, for the ufe of faid battalion, and
ball or lead proportioned to 300 pounds of
powder.

That the treafurers with all expedition fend

a trufly perfon with ;riooo in Continental bills

to Samuel Patterfon, Efq •, and receive in exchange

for the fame fo much in filver and gold.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, January 22 y 1776.

Sundry letters, viz. one from general Wajhing-

ion, of the i \\\\QiiJanuary,v^o from lord Sterling,

of the 1 8th and J9th of January, otvg from general

I 2 Schuyler^
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1776. Schuyler, of the loth of January, and one from

U^Y^ ^^^ Committee of 'Trenton, of the 1 9th of January,

Jan. 22. alfo a petition from 7<?i'« Sparling, being received,

were read.

Refolved, That the above letters be referred

to a Committee of Three.

The members chofen, Mr. IV. Livingfton,

^Ir. Hooper and Mr. Adams.

Refolved, That the Prefident be empowered
to employ a private fecretary, to be paid by the

United Colonies,

The Committee of Claims reported, that

there is due,

To Benedi^ Arnold, on account of his expences

in his expedition againft Crownpoint and 'Ticon^

deroga, a ballance amounting to 8
1
9 dollais^

to be paid to Silas Deane, Efq-,

Ordered, That the fame be paid,

Refolved, That the Committee of Trenton be

defired to fend general Prefcot and captain Chace

under a guard to Philadelphia.

Refolved, That a Committee of Three-be ap-

pointed, to confider a proper method of paying

a juft tribute of gratitude to the memory of

general Montgomery.

•The members chofen, Mr. Livingfton, dodor
franklin and Mr, Hooper^

The
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The Congrefs proceeded totheeledionof field- 177^-

officers for the lecond Canadian regiment, and ^-—v^'-^-^

Hazen^ Efq^ was eledled colonel, J^-'- ^^^

Edward Antil^ Efq-, lieutenant colonel.

Refolved, That the United Colonies will in-

demnify colonel Hazen for any lofs of half-pay

he may fuftain in confeqiience of his entering

into their fervice.

Refohedy That the appointment of majors,

captains, and fubaltern and ftaft-officers in the

fecond Canadian regiment, be left to the com-
mander in chief in Canada, with the advice of

the general officers in that country, and of co-

lonel Hazen, lieutenant colonel Antil, and

Mr. Price,

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of'

colonel BtiWs application, for leave to refign his

commiffion.

Refched, That leave be granted him.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the election

of a colonel for the firft Pennfylvania battalion,

in the room of colonel Bull, and

John Philip de Haas was elected.

A mem.orial from captain Duncan Camphell,

a prifoner, being prefented to Congrefs, and read,

Refolved, That the Committee of Safety of

Pennfylvania be empowered to take his parole,

and that he have leave to refide at Larmjier.

t Appli-
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J776. Application being ' made in behalf of lieute-

^J'Y^ nant M^Donm/d, tor leave to come to PhiladeU

Jan. zz, phidy and remain there five days, in order to

tranfadl fome neceffary bufmeis,

Refolved<y That leave be granted.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, january 21^, ijjd'

A ktter from general Schuyler^ of the 14th of
January^ enclofmg a letter from general Arnold^

was read,

Orderedy That the Secretary draw up a nar-

rative of the repulfe our troops met with, and
of the lofs fuftamed in their unfuccefsful attempt
on ^ebecy and lay the fame before Congrefs.

Refolvedy That a Committee of Three be ap-

pointed to prepare a letter to the inhabitants of
Canada.

The members chofen, Mr. Uvingfiony Mr. Lynch

and Mr. Wilfon.

Refolvedy That the articles of war be tranflated

into Frenchy and 500 copies fent to Canada.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there

is due,

y© Adam Ekeiy for waggonage from Lancafter to

Cambridge with captain Smith's company of
rifle-men, a ballance of 43. 3 dollars.

To
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To Deborah Siddens, for provifions for captain 1776.

Rofs's company, the fum of 15. 3 dollars. ^^—/"^

To John Jervis, for ferriage, horfe hire, &c. the 7««- 23.

fum of 12 dollars.

To the Committee of Romboiet Precin£f^ in Duchefs

county, in the colony of New-Tork^ the fum
of 129. 4 dollars.

To Robert Erwin^ for waggonage, the fum of

67 dollars.

To 'Timothy Matlack, for cafh by him paid to

Archibald Dick, the expences of a guard over

a powder waggon, 16.4 dollars.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The Congrefs took into confideration the re-

port pf the Committee on Lidian affairs, which,

after debate, was recommitted.

Refohed, That an order be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favour of the Committee of Safety of
the Three Lower Counties on Delaware, for the

fum of 3000 dollars, for the ufe of the battalion

ordered to be raifed in that colony •, the faid Com-
mittee to be accountable for the expenditure.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

W E D N E s D AY, January 24, 1776,

A letter from the Committee of Trenton, of

January the 23d, was read.

The Secretary laid before Congrefs an account

of the repulfe our troops met with in their at-

tempt
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1776. tempt on ^ebec, the 31ft of December, which

'^^'Y**-' was read,

Jan. 24.

Ordered, That the fame be publifhed.

Hefolvedj That fuch of the foldiers, ordered

to Canada, as are married, and are defirous of

having part of their pay given to their wives,

be indulged ; and that the captains or paymafter

be directed, in future payments of fuch foldiers,

to dedu6l fuch part of their monthly pay.

Refolvedy That the Prefident be direded to

"inform general Schuyler, that the return of can-

non mentioned in his letter, of December 2 lik, is

miflaid, and that therefore he is defired to make
a return as foon as pofTible of all the cannon

and artillery at Crownpoint and Ticonderoga, ex-

clufive of thofe taken by colonel Knox for ge-

neral Wajldington.

Refolved, That Mr. Bank/on be appointed a

firft lieutenant, in the room of Mr. Morgan, who
is in the country.

Information being given to Congrefs, that

fome foldiers in the firft Pennfyhania battalion

now under orders to march to Canada, are not

fupplied with arms

:

Refolved, That the commanding officer of faid

battalion be diredled to make a return of the

arms of faid battalion, and how many are want-

ing, to the Prefident of the Committee of In-

fpedion and Obfervation for the city and liber-

ties of Philadelphia.

That
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That the faid Committee be defired to ufe 177^.'

their utmoft influence to provide good arms for '^^^y'**-'

fuch of faid battalion as may want them, 7^"- 24-

Refohed, That a Committee of Seven be ap-

pointed, to conlider the propriety of eftablifhing

a war-ofRce, and the powers with which the faid

office Ihould be veiled.

The members chofen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Frank-

lin, Mr. E. Rutledge, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Ward^
Mr. $, Adams and Mr. Morris.

The Committee appointed to prepare a let-

ter to the inhabitants oi Canada reported a draft,

which being read, and confidered, was approved.

Ordered, That it be immediately trandated and
printed.

Resolved, That an order be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favour of Carpenter Wharton, for the

fum of 1000 dollars, to enable him to fupply

the firffc Pennfylvania battalion with provifions

on their march to Albany -, he to be accountable.

Refolved, That a Committee of Five be ap-

pointed, to prepare an addrefs to the inhabitants

of the United Colonies.

The members chofen, Mr. Dickinfon, Mr. Wtl-

[on, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Duane and Mr. Alexander,

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favour of colonel Hazen^ for the fum
K

^
of
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lyyS. of 533 dollars and one-third-^ he to be account-

'^-x-y-v-' able,

Jan. 24.

That a like order be drawn, in favour of co-

lonel Antil., for the fum of 200 dollars.

That the fum of 2666 dollars and two-thirds
^

in fpecie be advanced to colonel Ha-zm^ for the ^
ufe of the battalion to be by him raifed in Ca-

nada ; he to be accountable.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, January 25, 1776.

Sundry letters, viz. one from the Committee
oi 'Trenton, dated the 23d oi January, one from
Ibetfon Hamar, and from dodlor Richard Huddle-

fion, of the fame date, and one from the Com-
mittee oi Lancafier, of the 2 2d of January, were
read, and referred to the Committee of Cor-
refpondence.

A letter from colonel Maxwell, refpefting the

unprepared ftate of his battalion, being read,

Refohed, That an order be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favour of the Committee of Trentony

for the fum of 4000 dollars, to purchafe arms
for colonel Maxwell's battalion ; the faid Com-
mittee to be accountable.

Refohed, That the Prefident write to the faid

Committee, and to Mr. Lowry, ftimulating them
to furniih colonel Maxwell's battalion with the

articles
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articles neceflary for their march j and that the 1776.

Prefident write to colonel Maxwell^ and dired '—-v'^

him to fend forward to Albany the iirft com- Jan. 2^,,

pany that can be got ready, and that he caufe

the other companies to march with like expe-

dition, one at a time, as faft as they can be got

ready.

Refohed, That a Committee of Three be ap-

pointed, to take the examination of brigadier-

general Prefcot and captain Chace, who are ar-

rived in Philadelphia, and report to Congrefs.

The members chofen, yiw Adams, Mr. PFard'

and Mr. Sherman.

The Committee appointed to confider of a.

proper method of paying a juft tribute of grati-

tude to the memory of general Montgomery,

brought in their report^ which was agreed to, as

follows,

It being not. only a tribute of gratitude juftly

due to the memory of thofe, who have pecu-
liarly diftinguilhed themfelves in the glorious

caufe of liberty, to perpetuate their names, by
the moft durable monuments eredted to their

honour, but alfo greatly conducive to infpire

pofterity with an emulation of their iiluftrious

aftions,

Refolved, That, to expreft the veneration of'

the United Colonies for their late general, Ri-

chard Montgomery, and the deep fenfe they enter-

tain ot the many fignal and important fervices

of that gallant officer, who, after a feries of

K 2 fuccefleS:,
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1776. fuccefles, amidft the moft difcouraging difficul-

^^-V^-* ties, fell at length in a gallant attack upon ^e-
Jan. 25. l^ec, the capital of Canada, and for tranfmitting

to future ages, as examples truly worthy of imi-

tation, his patriotifm, conduft, boldnefs of en-

terprize, infuperable perfeverance, and contempt

of danger and death, a monument be procured

from Paris, or any other part of France, with ?n

infeription facred to his memory, and expreflive

of his amiable chara6ter and heroic atchievements«

And that the Continental treafurers be direfted.

to advance a fum not exceeding £ 300 Jlerling

to dodlor Benjamin Franklin (who is defired to fee

this refolution properly executed) for defraying

the expence thereof.

That doftor Smith be defired to prepare and

deliver a funeral oration in honour of general

Montgomery, and of thofe officers and foldiers,

who fo magnanimoufly fought and fell with him
in maintaining the principles of American liberty.

Refolved, That the direction of the fleet fitted

out by order of Congrefs, be left to the Naval

CommitteCo

A letter from general Wajhington, dated the

14th of January, being received, was read, and

referred to the Committee of Correfpondence

Resolved, That Mr, James Meafe be appointed

a commiflary to fupply the battalions ordered to

be raifed in Pennfylvania with the articles allow-

ed by Congrefs, and that he be allowed for his

trouble one and one-fourth per cent, in full of all

charge?
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charges for the money pafTing through his hands, 1776.

and that he give fecurity for the juft and faith- v-^-y^^

fui expenditure for the fame. 7<?«. 25.

That Mr. Lynch and Mr. Jlkn take the

fecurity.

Refohed, That an order be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favour of the Delegates of North-Ca-

rolina^ for the fum of 10,000 dollars, for the ufe

of the battalions ordered to be raifed in that

colony.

The Committee appointed to take the exa-

mination of general Pre/cot and captain Chace^

made report of their proceedings.

Refolved^ That the faid Committee be directed

to make farther enquiry into the chara6ler and
conduct of general Prefcot, and infpedl the letters

of general Schuyler and general Montgomery con-
cerning him.

Refohed, That colonel Roberdeau be requefted

to relieve the guard from Trenton^ who have
charge of general Prefcot and captain Chace, with

a trully guard from his battalion.

Refohed, That the fortification at Crownpoint

be not repaired ; and that the fortrefs at 'Ticon-

deroga be repaired and made defenfible •, and that

general Schuyler be defired to make return to

Congrefs as foon as may be of the fize and
number of cannon, that will be necelTary to for-

tify that place.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday,
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^77^- Friday, January 26, 1776.

7«e.26. A letter from general Lee^ dated the 2 2d of

January, enclofing a letter fi-om the Committee

of Safety of New-Tork, was received, and read.

Refolved, That a Committee of Three be ap-

pointed, to repair to New-York, to confult and

advife with the Council of Safety of that colony,

and with general hee, refpefting the immediate

defence of the city oi New-York; and that gene-

ral hee be direfted to follow the determination

of the faid Committee thereupon.

That it be an inftruftion to the faid Com-
mittee, in cafe the city cannot be defended, that

they earneftly recommend it to -the inhabitants

immediately to remove their moft valuable ef-

fects to a place of fafety.

That the faid Committee be farther inftruded

to confult with general hee and the Com-
mittee of Safety of New-York about the fortifi-

cations on Hudfoji's river, and about fortifying

the pafs at Hellgate.

The members chofen, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Lynch

and Mr. Allen.

Refohed, That a Committee of Three be ap-

pointed, to confider what allowance ought to be

made for paying the troops in New-Jerfey and

Pennfylvania.

The members chofen, Mr. Ward, Mr. Harrifin

and Mr. Allen,

Refohed,
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Refolved, That an order be drawn on the trea- ^77^-

furers, in favour of the Commiffioners for In- ^^^'^
diaji affairs in the Middle department, for the fum -^^^ ""'

of 1000 dollars-, the faid CommifTioners to be

accountable

A petition from fundry perfons, refpefting

the inlifting apprentices, was prefented, and

read.

A letter from Pittsburgh dated the 15th of Ja-

nuary, with enclofed papers, was read.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, "January 27, 1776.

A letter from general Wajhington, dated the

19th of January^ one from the Committee at

Trenton, dated the 24th, one from lord Sterlingy

dated the 25th, and one from T. Lowry, dated

the 24th, of the fame month, were read.

Refolved, That the fame be referred to Mr. Wythe,

Mr. Sherman, Mr. Ward and Mr, S. Adams.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there

is due.

To colonel C. Wynkoop, for expences in bringing

a party of prifoners from 6/. Johns, the fum
of 765.7 dollars, of which 86.2 dollars

ought to be charged to the officers of the faid

party of prifoners.

Ordered, That the fame be paid,

Refolved,
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1776. Refohed, That the Committee of Infpeftlon
^-'•y^ of Efopus or Kingfion be diredled to fupply the

Jan. 27. prifoners there with nccefiiiry cloathing, and alfo

to provide them with lodging and provifions,

not exceeding the rations allowed to privates in

the Continental army, on the moft reafonable

terms they can.

Refohed, That a Committee of Five be ap-

pointed, to take into confideration the report of
the Commiffioners for Indian affairs in the Middle

department, and the ftate of the Indians in faid

department.

The members chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Paine^

Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Buane and Mr. Rogers.

Refohed, That a commiflion be ifTued to Caya-

fbota, giving him a rank of a colonel, and that

a filver gorget be prefented to him.

TheCongrefs taking into confideration the re-

port of the Committee on the cafe of Mr. Juge,

Refohed, That Mr. Juge be permitted to ex"

port the manutadtures or pi-oduce of the colony

of Maryland (horned cattle, hogs, flieep and

poultry excepted) to any port or place whatfbever

(except to Great-Britain, Ireland, BritifJj ifles, the

Britifh IVeJi-Indies, and except for the lupply ofthe

Britifh army or navy in America) to the amount
of the canvas imported by him into the faid

colony, the faid value to be afcertained by, the

Committee of Infpedion and Obiervation Ibr

the county of Baltimore.

Refohed,
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Refihed, neverthelefs. That the indulgence in 1776-'

this inftance ought not to be drawn into example, ^-^-v"^

the fame being granted to Mr. Juge on account 7^"- ^7-

of the peculiar circumftances of his cafe ; and

that the faid Mr. Juge be enjoined by the afore-

faid Committee oi Baltimore^ to avoid, if pofTible,

all Britijh Ihips of war and armed cutters on his

voyage.

A memorial from Henry Keppele and John Stein-^

metz was prefented to Congrefs, and read,

Refclved^ That the fame be referred to a Com-
mittee of Three.

The members chofen, Mr. JVard, Mr. Alexan-^

der and Mr. Wythe.

Refolved., That a Committee of Three be ap-
pointed, to take into confideration the matter of
inlifting apprentices and perfons in debt.

The members chofen, Mr. Paine^ Mr. M-Kean
and Mr. IVythe.

The Committee to whom the treaty held with
the Indians at Albany^ and the letter from V. P,
Douw, Efq; were referred, brought in their re-

port ; whereupon

Refohed, That in order to preferve the con-
fidence and friendfliip of the Indians, and to pre-

vent their fuffering for want of the neceflaries

of life, a fuitable affortment of hdian goods, to

L the
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T^yy^. the amount of £ 40^000 Jierlhig^ be imported on

'-'V'*-' account and rilk of the United Colonies.

'Jan.zj.

That the faid goods, when imported, be di-

vided among the different departments in the

following proportions, liz. for the Norther?i de-

partment, comprehending C^«(^^j, /^i 3,333 : 6 : 8

Jierling ; for the Middle department the like value,

and the refidue for the Southern department.

That in order to pay for the faid goods, a

quantity of produce of thefe Colonies be ex-

ported to fome foreign European market, wliere

it will fell to the beft advantage.

That the Secret Committee be empowered to

contraft with proper perfons for importing faid

goods, and for exporting produce to pay for

the fame.

That the faid goods, when imported, be de-

livered to the Commiflioners of Indian affairs,

for the refpe6tive departments, or their order, in

the proportions before mentioned.

That the refpedtive Commiffioners, or fuch

of them as can conveniently affemble for that

purpofe, fhall, as the goods arrive, fix a price,

adding to the firft coft intereft, the charge of in-

furance, and all other charges, and alfo a com-
miffion not exceeding two and an half per cent

on the firft coft, for tlieir own care and trouble in

receiving, ftoring and felling them to the Indian

traders ; but fuch Commiflioners as are at the

lame
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fame time members of Congrefs, fhall not be 1776.

burthened with this part of the bufmefs, nor ^—y-^

receive any part of the aforefaid commiflion. 7«'-- a;-

That no perfon fhall be permitted to trade

with the Indians without licence from one or

more of the CommilTioners of each refpedive

department.

That all traders fliari difpofe of their goods

at fuch ftated reafonable prices, as fhall be fixed

and afcertained by the CommifTioners, or a ma-
jority of fuch as can conveniently affemble for

that purpofe in each refpe6live department, and

fhall allow the Indians a reafonable price for their

fkins and furrs, and take no unjuft advantage of

their diflrefs and intemperance •, and to this end
they fhall refpe6lively, upon receiving their

licences, enter into bond to the CommifTioners^

for the ufe of the United Colonies, in fuch pe-

nalty, 9s^ the acting CommifTioners or Commif-
,

fioner fhall think proper, conditioned for the

performance of the terms and regulations above
prefcribed.

That to fuch licenfed traders only the re-

fpe6tive Commifiioners fhall deliver the goods,

io to be imported, in fuch proportions as they

fhall judge will beft promote a fair trade, and
relieve the necelTities of the Indians.

That every trader, on receiving the goods,

jftiall pay to the CommifTioners in handthc price

at which they fhall be eflimated ; and the Com-
mifTioners fhall, from time to time, as the mo-

ney
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1776. ney fhall come to their hands, tranfmit the fame

^-'Y^ to the Continental treafurers, deducing only the
Jan. zj. allowance for their trouble as aforefaid.

That the trade with the Indian nations Ihall

be carried on at fuch polls and places only as

the Cornmiflioners for each department fhall re-

fpectively appoint.

That thefe refolutions Ihall not be conftrued

to prevent or debar any private perfon from
importing goods for the Indian trade, under the

reftridions exprefled in the alTociation.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, January 29, 1776.

A letter from governor 'Trumbull^ dated Ja-
nuary the 20th, being received, was read.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favour of Mr. James M^afe^ commifiary,

for the fum of 5000 dollars, for the ufe of the

battalions ordered to be raifed in Pennfylvania.

The Committee to whom were referred the

letter from general Wajhington^ dated the 19th

inftar^t, with the papers therein mentioned, and

the letter from lord Sterlings dated the 24th, and

the letter fom the Committee at Trenton^ dated

the day laft mentioned, brought in their report j

whereupon

Refolved^ That the applications made by ge-

neral
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neral lVaJhhigto7t to the governments of Neiv- 1776.

Hampfiire^ Maffachufetts-Bay and ConneBicut, in '^-'y"-^

fuch an exigency, to raife a regiment in each of Jan. 29.

thofe colonies for the fervice of Canada^ were

prudent, confident with his duty, and a farther

manifeitation of his commendable zeal for the

good of his country; that the ready attention

of the faid governments to thofe applications,

and the alacrity with which they undertook, and

the expedition with which they proceed in, the

bufmefs, are additional proofs of their meritori-

ous attachment to the common caufe, and may
produce fignal public advantages ; and that it

be recommended to the General AfTembiy of

MijjO.-chuj'etts-Bay., to raife the like number of
matroffcs, and in the like manner, and that both

thefe and the additional regiment there be in-

lifted on the fame terms as thofe directed to be
railed for this fervice in New-Hampjhire., Con-

neSiicut., New-Tork and Pennfylvania, and for this

purpofe that 12,500 dollars be advanced to the

Delegates of Maffachufetts-Bay^ and forwarded by
them, with blank military commiflions for the

field-officers, captains and fubalterns, figned by
the Frefident, to the faid General AfTembiy.

That the three regiments to be raifed in Nezv-

Hampfhire^ Maffachufetts-Bay and Conne£ficut^ for

the fervice in Canada., be exclufive of the thirteen

intended to reinforce the army at Cambridge.

That the lofs of and damage to fuch fire-arms

belonging to the Ibldiers in tlie fervice of the

Continent, as fhall happen not through carelefs-

nefs or milbehaviour, the value being afcertained

in
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in a proper manner, to be provided by the Ge-
neral AfTemblies, Conventions or Councils or

JiVi. 7Q. Committees of Safety of the United Colonies re-

fpeiftively, be made good to the owners j and that

their arms, after their time of fervice expired,

be not detained from them.

That the alertnefs, aftivity and good conduct

of lord Sterlings and the forwardnefs and fpirit

of the gentlemen, and others, from Elizabeth-

town., who voluntarily afiiHed him in taking the

fhip Blue Mountain Valley were laudable and

examplary •, and that his lordfhip be direfted to

fecure the capturvi until the further order of the

Congrefs, and that in the mean time he caufe

fuch part of the loading, as would otherwife

perifh, to be difpofed of by fale.

The Committee defired leave to fit again,

whicli was granted.

A petition from doctor Wheelock^ being laid

before Congrefs, was read, and referred to the

Committee on Indian affairs in the Middle de-

partment.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there

is due.

To Hugh M'-Clenahan^ an exprefs from Pittsburg^

for expences, &c. the fum of 46. 2 dollars.

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

Refohed, That general Prefcot be committed

to, and kept in clofe confinement in, the goal

of Philadelphia, till further orders of Congrefs.

That
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That captain Cbcice be remanded to 'Trentony 1776.

and permitted to refide with the other officers '^-^^y^'

on his parole. 7^' -'• -f'-

A memorial and propofal of captain John

NelfoHy refpe6ting a company of rifle-men, was

prefented to Congrcfs, and read.

Refolved^ That a Committee of Three be ap-

pointed, to confer with captain Netfcn.

The members chofen, Mr. Morion^ Mr. Wifner

and Mr. Sherman.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, January 30, 1776.

Refolved, That doctor Cadwallader and do(fbor

Shippen, ]un. be defired to infpeft the room of

the goal where general Prefect is confined, and

enquire into the ftate of his health, and report

thereon to Congrefs.

The Committee appointed to confer with

captain Nelfon^ brought in their report, which
was taken into confideration, and thereupon

Refolvedy That captain Nelfcn's company of
rifle-men now raifed, confifliing of one captain,

three lieutenants, four fergeants, four corporals

and feventy privates, be inlifl:ed for the fervice

of Canada^ on the fame terms as the other troops

ordered for that fervice, and that they marcli

to
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iyy6. to Cajjada^ and join a regiment there as foon as

"^^-Y"^ poffibie ; that they be allowed one quarter of a
Jan. 30. dollar per day, for their fubfiilence on their

march to Albany.

That fi>: dollars and two-thirds of a dollar

bounty be paid to each non-comniiflioned officer

and foidier, who is furnifhed with fufficient arms,

accoutrements and cloathing for the fervice,

upon their entering into the fervice of the Co-
lonies, and one month's pay to the commiffioned
officers.

That 900 dollars be advanced to faid captain

Nelfon for that purpofe, and for the fubfiftence

of laid company to Reading.

That the fum of 700 dollars be fent to the

Committee of Infpedtion at Reading •, that faid

Committee pay one month's wages to the non-

commiffioned officers and foldiers upon their ar-

rival there, and deliver the refidue of faid fum
to captain Nelfon, for the fubfiftence of faid com-
pany in their march from thence to Albany •, he

to account for what money he receives with ge-

neral Schuyler.

The officers of faid company are,

John Nelfon captain,

Mofes Dicker iirft lieutenant,

Adam Ott fecond ditto,

Ifaac Newkirk third ditto.

The Committee to v/hom general Wafhington^

s

letter, of the 14th of January.^ was referred,

brought
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"brought in their report, which was taken into '^77^-

confideration, and thereupon iv^-V^

Jan. 30.

Refohed, That all the tent-cloth, which can

be procured in Philadelphia and New-Tork, be

purchafed for the Congrefs, and that the quan-

tity neceflary for the enfuing campaign in the

army before Boflon, be forwarded thither, if fo

much is to be had.

That it be recommended to the feveral Af-

femblies in New-England, to aflift the general in

procuring arms •, and that the thanks of ths

Congrefs be given to fuch of them as have al-

ready done fo.

That Mr. James Meafe, in Philadelphia, and
yir. Lewis, Mr. Alfop and Mr. L. Morris, in New-
Tork, be directed to carry the former refolution

into execution.

TTie Committee on the enliftment of appren-

tices, &c. brought in their report, and the fame
being taken into confideration,

Refolved, That no apprentice v/hatfoever be
enlifted within the colonies oi New-Jerfey, Penn-

J^hania, the Counties on Delaware or Maryland^

as a foldier in the army or navy of the United
Colonies, without the confent of his mafter or

miftrcfs firfl obrained in writing, and that all ap-

prentices now enlifted as foldiers in the faid army
or navy, without fuch confent, be immediately

difchavged from the fervice, on the application

M of
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1776. of their mafters or miflrcffes, upon payment of all

"^--V*^ jull and reafonable charges of their enliftment.

Jan.

That it be recommended to all creditors,

whofe demands againft any perfon who is enlifted,

or fhall enlifl, in the Continental fervice, fhall not

amount to the value of 35 dollars, not to arreft

any fuch debtor till the expiration of the time

for which he is enlifted.

That every perfon under the age of twenty-

one years, enlifting himfelf in the army or navy

aforefaid, may,, within 24 hours after fuch enlift-

ment, obtain his difcharge, by refunding the

money received from the recruiting officer, and
returning fuch neceflaries as may have been fup-

plied him by the officer, or the value thereof in

money.

Refolved^ That an order be drawn on the trca-

furers for the fum of 1000 dollars, to difcharge

a draught of the paymafter general, for fo much
depofited with him, for the ufe of the United
Colonies.

Refolved, That a Committee of Five be ap-

pointed, to take into confideration an application-

from the. Committee of Safety for New-Tork.

The members chofen, Mr. IVard, Mr. Paine^

Mr. Paca, Mr. Lee and Mr. Rodney,

Refolved, That the Naval Committee be im^
powered to draw on the treafurers for a fum not-

exceeding
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exceeding 30,000 dollars, in order to difcharge 1776.

fundry debts by them contradted. L^-y"^

Jan. 30.

Refohed, That Mr. Morris be added to the

Committee of Secret Correfpondence.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, January 31, 1776.

Sundry letters, viz. one from lord Sterlings

dated the 27th oi January^ one from the Com-
mittee oi Trenton., of the 30th, one from colonel

St. Clair., of the 27th, and one from colonel

Mi^xwell., of the 31ft of the fame month, were

laid before Congrefs, and read.

Refdlvedy That a Committee of Two be ap-

pointed, to confer with colonel Maxwell refpedl-

ing the ftate of his regiment, and report the

means of facilitating and haftening his march.

The members chofen, Mr. Livingfton and
Mr. fFilfon.

A report from doctor Cadwallader and dodlor

Sbippen, refpe6ling the room where general Pref-

ect is confined, and the ftate of the general's

health, was laid before Congrefs, and read.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the

letter from colonel St. Clair, refpefting the enlift-

ment of fome of the prifoners at Lancajier.,

Refolved, That the prifoners, who have been

M 2 enLitcd
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iyy6. enliiled into the Continental army, be difcharged,

's^Y^'J and that no more be enlifted.

7««. 31.

Ordered^ That a copy of the foregoing refolve

be fent to the Committee of Lancajier.

The Committee to whom fundry letters were
referred, on the 27 th inftant, brought in a far-

ther report -, whereupon

Refolved^ That Mr. Barharie^ owner of the

(loop and cargo faid to have been taken by the

enemy, and retaken by one of the Continental

veflels of war, ought to make and profecute his

claim to the fame before the Court appointed,

or to be appointed, by the government of the

colony to which the faid (loop and cargo were
carried, to hear and determine caufes civil and

maritime, where a procefs ought to be inllituted,

to confirm the recapture, and adjuft the falvage.

The Committee appointed to confer with co-

lonel Maxvjellj brought in their report ; where-
upon

Refelved, That Mr. Thomas Lowij^ commiflary

for the battalions in New-Jerfey, be direfted to

procure all neceffaries, except arms, for colonel

Maxwell's regiment immediately, and that the

coft of the cloathing and other articles abfolutely

eflential, which the non-commifiioned officers

and privates are to pay for, be by the faid com-
miffary procured forthwith, the coft thereof to

be deduded out of the pay of the faid non-

commiffioned officers and foldiers j and that the

Convention,
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Convention or Committee of Safety ofNew-Jerfey j yyS,
get the arms already ordered with all polTible v.^^y'O

expedition, and afford Mr. Lowry all afliftance Jan. 31,

in the execution of the above.

That the company in the faid regiment, which
is neareft being furnifhed, be fupplied by any

arms and neceffaries in the faid battalion, and

marched for Canada, and that the other com-
panies be furnilhed, and marched as foon as

poflible.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the

letter from lord Sterling,

Refolved, That the private adventures of the

captain and mates of the tranfport Blue Mountain

Valley be delivered to them, and that they be

permitted to return to England.

The Delegates for Maffachufetts-Bay laid be-

fore Congrefs an account of their appointment,

by which it appears, that

The honourable John Hancock, Efq-,

Mr. Samuel Adams,

John Adams, Efq;
Robert Treat Paine, Efq-,

Eldridge Gerry, Efqj

are elected to reprefent the faid colony in Con-
grefs for the year 1776.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morro\s^.
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Refolvedy

THAT an Order be drawn on the ^'^'' *•

Treafurers in favour of the De-

legates oi Virgmiaf for the Sum of 333 "^ Dol-

lars, for the life of Mr, /. JValker, one of the Com*
miffioners for Indian Affairs in the Southern De^
partment, the faid Delegates to be accountable.

Refolvedy

That a Member be added to the Com-
mittee on the State o£ the Treafury, in the room
of Mr. Cvjlj'tng.

The Member chofen, Mr. S. Jdams,

Refolvedy

That General Pre/cot be allowed tlic

attendance of his Servant, and of a Phylician, ia

cafe his health require it.

Refolvedy

That the Committee of Safety for Penn-

fylvania be defired to take the Parole ot fuch Oifi-

cers who are Prifoners now in Philadelphiay and or-

der them to their refpeftive Places of refldence.

A The
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Feb. r. The Congrefs took into confideration the report

^'"''"^of the Committee on eftablifliing Pofls and Exprcf-

fes, and after debate,
'

Refolved,

That the farther consideration thereof

be poftponed, and that in the mean while Dr.

Franklin be dire6ted to write to the- Poft-mafters,

and enquire on what terms ExpreiTes can be pro-

cured.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

^'RiDAY i February 2. 1776.
Feb. 2.

^^^'y^^ Two Letters from General Schuyler dated 2 2d
and 25th January, accompanied with an Accour.t

of his expedition to Tryon County, and encloling

fundry difpatches from Canada, and other Papers,

being received were read, and referred to ^r.Wythey

Mr. E. RutledgCj and Mr. M'Kean.

A receipt of General Schuyler for/ 7829 : 9 ; o

Pennfylvania Currency, equal to 20878.5 Dol-
lars, fent him by Order of the 30th of December

j

was laid before Congrefs.

A Letter from Colonel Wayne being read,

tlefolved,

That Colonel Wayne be' directed to

quarter his Battalion in and near Chejlcr, until the

farther orders of Congrefs, or of a Committee of

Congrefs, for that purpofe appointed.

Ordered,

That the Secretary deliver Mr. /. Mcafe

a copy
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a copy of Colonel Wayne's letter, fo far as refpedls Peh. 2.

the fupplying his Battalion with neceiTarics. V^nrsj

The Committee to whom the Memorial of M.
Jfpden was referred, brought in their Report,

whereupon,

ReJ'olved^

That Mr. Matthias Afpden be permit-

ted to export in the Sloop Tryal^ configned to him
from Port au Prince, the produce or manufadtures
of thefe Colonies (horned cattle, fheep, hogs,

poultry, and lumber fcr making caflcs excepted) to

Port au Prince^ to the amount of eighteen hun-
dred pounds, Pennfyhania currency.

That the above permiflion be not drawn into

precedent, and that Mr. Jfpden take every poffibic

precaution to avoid all Britijh men of war and cut-
ters on the voyage.

The Committe to whom the Memorial of Kcp^
pele and Steinmatz was referred, brought in their

report, whereupon

Refolvedy

That the Memorialifls have no jufl

claim to fatisfadtion or reparation for the lofs of
their fhip and cargo, feized by one of the King's
fliips of war, and detained by Admiral Graves and
General Howe, either out of the Continental trea-

fury, or out of the value of the cloathing fent hi-

ther to fupply the BritiJJj troops at Bojion, and in-

tercepted and difpofed of to the ufe of the Ameri"
can Army.

Refolvedy

,*(
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Feb. 2. Refolved,

That a Committee of three be appointed

to take an account of the Prifoners, the names of

the Officers, and their Places of Refidence, and

report the fame to Congrefs.

The Mem^bers chofen, Mr. M'Keariy Mr. Smith,

and Mr. IVifncr.

A Memorial from the Rev. Mr. Samfon Occum

V^as read, and referred to the Committee on Indian

affaii's.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday nexU

Monday, February 5. 1776.
Feb. 5.

^-^v*^ Refolvedy

That General Schuyler be directed to

have the Arms of fuch of the Troops marching to

Canada, as pafs through Albany, carefully examin-

ed there, and fuch of them as arc deficient and

want repair exchanged for the good effe£live Arms
taken from the Tories, and to order thofe exchang-

ed and left, to be repaired.

The Committee to whom General Schuyler^ Let-

ters were referred, brought in their report, which

was taken into confideration, and thereupon

Refolvedy

That General Schuyler has proceeded,

in difarming fuch Inhabitants of the County of

Tryon, in the Colony of Nciv~Yorky as wei*e dif-

^fFedled, and providing for the future tranquility

of thefe parts, with fidelity, prudence, and dif-

patch
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patch, and at the fame time with a proper temper ^^' S-

towards that deluded People, and thereby perform-

ed a meritoriovis fervice.

That the chearfulnefs and ready affiftancc of

thofe who accompanied General Schuyler in his

march to the County of Tryon^ and their ufeful fer-

vices in that expedition, difcovered fuch a Patriotic

Spirit, that it is hoped none of them will allow their

Countrymen to entertain afufpicion that any ignoble

motive aftuated them, by requiring a pecuniary

reward, efpecially when they were employed in

fuppreffing a mifchief in their own neighbourhood.

^ That the Refolution of Congrefs of the 8th of

laft Month for fending Ship-wrights from the

Cities of New-Tork and Philadelphia^ to build Ba-

teaus at Ticonderoga, be fuperfeded, and that Ge-

neral Schuyler be delired to employ any fuch Ar-

tificers, as he fhall think proper, in that Bufinefs. *

That General Schuyler be defired to ifTvie War-
rants for compleating the Pvegiment directed to be

raifed in Ncxv-Tork for the fervice of Canada; and

that it be recommended to the Convention of that

Colony to appoint fuch Officers thereof, as Gene-

ral Schuyler hath nominated.

That the appointments by General Schuyler of

Mr. Hubbard Brown to be Conductor of Artillery,

Gyjbert Marfelis, Efq; to be Bari'ack Mafter, Mr.
Peter Schuyler to take charge of the Arms, and

Mr. Philip Van Ranfelair, to be Store-keeper at

Jtbanyy be confirmed ; and that General Schuyler

be
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ten. 5. ^£ (lefJrcd to inform Congrefs of the proper Sala-

ries to be annexed to thofe Offices.
j

That Genei'al Schuyler be deflred to procure

ikilful perfons to affift General Woojler in explor-

ing the river St. Laivrencey and to conflruft the

armed Boats to be kept there, according to a for-

mer Pvefolution of Congrefs.

That the bounty given by General Schuyler for

encouraging Men to enter into the Canadian (ervicc

be approved, in conlideration of the fevere Climate

and inclement Seafon.

That by the Refolution of Congrefs of the 8 th

of laft Month, refpe<5ling the Proviiion and Stores

to be fent to Fort George^ it was intended as Ge-

neral Schuyler underftood it, that he Iliould be

fupplicd with fuch of thofe articles as he (hould

require.

That General Schuyler be deflred to employ fuch

Batteau-men as are in or near Albany^ inftead of

thofe it was recommended to the Convention of

Nevj'Tork to procure, upon the befk terms he can,

and to acquaint Congrefs for what wages they will

fervc.

That Captain Wyncoop be employed un-

der Commodore Douglafsy in the Naval depart-*

pient.

Ordered,

That General Schulyer^s Narrative of

his



FEBRUARY, 1776. 7

Ills march into Tryon County be pubiif!:icd in the ^^^' 5*

News-papers.

The Committee to whom the Memorial o£ Sam/on

Cecum, one of the Mohcgaji Indians, in ConneLiicutj

was referred, brought in their report, whereupon

Rejolvedy

That a friendly Commerce between the

People of the United Colonics ana the Indians, and

the propagation of the Gofpel, and the cultivation

of the Civil Arts among the latter, may produce

many and ineftimable advantages to bothj and that

the Commiflioners for Indian affairs be defired to

conlider of proper places in their refpedlive depart-

ments for the refidence of Miniftsrs and School-

mafters, and report the fame to Congrels.

That the Commiflioners for Indian alTairs ia

the northern department be defired to enq^uire of

Mr. Jacob Foivler of the Montauke tribe of.Indians

on Long-ljlandy and Mr. Jofcph John/on of the Mo~
jhegaiiy upon what terms they will relide among the

Six Nations of Indians, and inftrudl them in the

Chriftian Religion.

Refolvedy

That Mr. Dohicky Arundel, who wr.s

recommended to the notice of Congrcfs by Mr.

Lewis, be defired to repair to General Srhnyler, and

that' General iSr^//;;/r'r be dircfted to examine him,

and if he finds him capable, and fuitably qualified,

to employ him in the Artlllery-fcrvice in Canada.

Dr. Cad-dfallader having, in a Letter to the Prc-

fident, reprefented, that being fent for by General

Prr/cot
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Feb. 5. Pre/cot laft Saturday night, he found him in a

^''^''^^"^dangerous ftate of health, and farther expreffing

an apprehenfion, that the dampnefs of the room
may endanger the General's life, if he remains

there long. It was thereupon

Refolvedj

That Dr. Cadtvallader be defired to

have proper lodgings provided for General Pre/cot:

and that General Prefcot be removed from the goal

to faid lodgings, and there kept under a guard.

That the Commanding OiKcer of the Troops in

the Barracks of Philadelphia be directed to keep a

proper guard over General Prefcot.

Adjourned to ien o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, February 6, 1776.

Ff^. 6. ^ Letter from the Committee of Safety for

New-Tork was read. Informing that General Clinton

arrived there on the 4th inft. but that it was appi-e-

hended his deftlnation was to the fouthward.

Ordered,

That a copy of faid Letter be fent to

the fouthern Colonies.

The Congrefs being Informed that Colonel Heard

having performed the fervice enjoined him, was

ready to make report of his proceedings.

Refolvedy

That a Committee of three be appoint-

ed to confer with Colonel Hsard, and receive his

report.

The
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The Members chofen, Mr. Crane, Mr. E. Rui-^<^^- ^'

tedge, 2ind Mr. M'Kea?i.
^'^''''^

A Petition from fundry Captains of the N'^vj-

Jerfey Battalions was laid before Coagrcfs and read,

whereupon,

Rcfolvedy

That the fum of one Dollar, and one

third of a Dollar, be allowed to the Officers of

the two firft Nevj-Jerfcy Battalions, for every Re-

cruit by them raifed and that has paffed Mufter,

A Letter from the Committee of Reading in

Berks County was read, mentioning the arrival of

a number of Prifoners, and defiring to know how
they are to be fupportcd. "

Refolved,

That the fame be referred to the Com-
mittee appointed to contrat^l for fupplying the Pri-

foners.

Refolved^

That two Members be added to fald

Committee in the room of thofe abfeat.

The Members chofen Mr. IVilfon and Mr. li^ol-

cctt.

The Committee on the Regulations of Trade af-

tpr the firft of March next, bi'ought in their j-eport,

which was read.

Refolved,

That' the fame be referred to Thurfday

next, then to be conlidered in a Committee of the

whole.

B Refolved

y
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Feb. 6. Refolvedi
^"^"'^'^^ That General Schuyler be defircd to

encourage Sutlers to attend the Army in Canada,

and that they return fuch Specie as they Ihall re-

ceive for the articles they fupply it with, to the

CommiiTary, who fhall draw orders, counterfigned

by the General, for the amount thereof, upon the

Prefident j by which a fufficient ftock may be in

hand to pay off the Soldiers, and the rifk and ex-

pence of fending money for that pux'pofe may be

avoided.

The Committee appointed to confer with Colo-

nel Heardy laid before Congrefs a lift of nineteen

perfons taken into cuftody by him, agreeable to the

orders of Congrefs, and brought to Philadelphia^

The names of the prifbners are, Benjamin Whiter

head, Jojeph French, John Polhemiis, Nathaniel Moor^

Samuel H0.llet, WilUani Weyman, John Shoals, John

Willet, Gilbert Van If^yck, Daniel Kijfam, Jacob Mott,

Gabriel C . Ludlozu, Charles Hicks, Samuel Martin,

Samuel Clowes, Thomas Smith, George Weeks, David
Brooks, John Town/end.

Jlefolvcd,

That the faid Prifoners be Tent to New
York, af.d delivered to the order of the Convent'on

of that Colony, who are requefted toconfine or fe-

cure the faid Prifoners, until an enquiry be had by

the Convention into their conduct, and report there-

of m?ide to this Congrefs.

Ordered^

That tlie Committee confirm with Co-
lonel Heard about the mode of fending the Prifo-

ners to Nevj-Tork. The



PEBR.UARY 1776. II

The Committee of Claims reported that there is Feb. 6.

due,

To George Kenned]^ on fundry certificates by

him produced the fum of 427.1 Dollars, of which

338.9 Dollars being for Rifles, &c. furnifhed to

Captain Morgans Company of Pviflemen from Vir-

ginia, ought to be charged to faid Company, aad

the remainder to the Continent.

Ordered^

That the fame be paid.

Uefolvedy

That a Committee of five be appointed

to bring in a refolution refpefting the exportation

of Naval Stores for the public' fervice.

The Members chofen, Mr. Hexves^ Mr. Lewis^

Mr. JVard, Mr. Paine^ and Mr. S. Adams.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, February 7. 1776.

Refolved, ^^^
That an order be drawn on the Trea-

furers in favour of Peter Webbers, an Exprefs, for

the fum of 8 Dollars, for the time he Jras been

detained in town.
,

Two Letters from Lord Sterlingy dated the 2d

and 5 th of this Month, with fundry Papers enclof-

ed, were read.

Refolvcdy

That the fame be referred to a Com-
mittee of three.

The Members chofen, Mr. Chafcy Mr. RiUledge,

and Mr. Wythe. Thff
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}:j. 7. The Congrefs took into conlidcration the x*cport

^'^>^'^'of the Committe on the Letter from the Comnnittec

of Safety for New-Jerfeyy refpcdting the Prifoners,

and after debate,

Rcjolved)

That the fame be re-committed to the

Committee who brought it in, and to the Committee

appointed to take an account of the prifoners.

That it be an Inftrudlion to the Committee to

examine the Capitulations entered into with the

Prifoners at the time of their furrender, to have

the Paroles of the Officers taken, to order them to

their refpeclive places of r^fidence, to fee that the

Capitulations be duly obferved, and the Orders of

Congrefs refpeciing the Prifoners pundtually carried
,„

into execution, and finally to make a return to Con- 'fl

grefs of the Paroles of the Officers, their Names
and Places of refidence, and alfo the number of

Pi'ivates and where placed.

As only three of the former Committees are now
prefent, viz. Mr. Adamsy Mr. M'Kean, and Mr.

Smith.

Refolved)

That two more be added.

The Members chofen,Mr. JVilfon and Mr.Wokott.

Refolvedf

That an order be drawn on the Trea-

furers in favour of Mr. James Meafcy for the fum
of 10,000 Dollars, for the ^fe of the Battalions

ordered to be raifed in Pennfylvan'iay he to be ac-

countable.

That
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That a like order be drawn in favour of the Na- Fd. 7.

^'al Committee, for the fum of 20,000 Dollars, to''-'^''^^^''

enable them to difcharge the debts by them con-

trailed, the faid Committee to be accountable.

That the fum of 250,000 Dollars be fent to the

Pay-Mafter General for the ufe of the Army at

Cambridge.

The Committee on the Letters from Readlrg

reported, that they have had a conference with

David Franks, Efq. Agent to the Contractors for

viftualling the King's Troops, who fays he will

order rations to be ilTued to the Prifoners lately

brought to Reading, v/hereupon

Refolved,

That D. Franks, Efq. be permitted to

victual the Prifoners at Reading, and to fell his

Bills to defray the expence thereof.

That dire^nions be given to Henry Heller to fur-,

nifh faid Prifoners with fuel and other neceffarles.

A Memorial from Murray, Sanfom, & Co. Jacoh

IVatfcn, and Frederic Rhinclander of the City of

New-Tork, was prefented to Congrcfs and read.

Rcfolved,

That the fame be referred to a Com-
mittee of three.

The Members chofcn, Mr. Lec^ Mr. NeJfon, and

Mr. Read.

A Petition of Pierre VFarque being prefented

to Congrefs and read^

Rcfolved

f



14 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS.

F^^' 7- Refdved,
^-"""^"^

That it be referred to the fccrct Com^
mittee.

Refolvedy

That a Committee of three be ap-

pointed to examine the Journals and report a lift

of the matters yet unfiniijied.

The Members chofen, Mr. E. Rutledge, Mr.

Duancy and Mr. Smith.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, February 8. 1776.

Feh 8. Refolvedy

^^^'^r\J That the Money voted yeftcr iay be fent

to the Pay-Mafter General, under the care of Co-

lonel Bully and two other trufty perfons.

The Treafurers tranfmitted to Congrefs an ac-

count of fundry draughts by them paid, viz.

1775-

^ug. 23. One in favour oi John Meafe by General

Wajlilngtony for 266 | Dollars.

Nov^ 27. One in favour of Dr. Frankliny by James

Warren, for 7 1 1 1 Dpllai's.

1776.

Feb. 2. One in favour of Cox and FurmaUy by

ditto, for I coo Dollars.

Feb. 6. One in favour of John Beuney by ditto,

' for 750 Dollars.

Orderedy

That the above fums be charged to the

account of James IVarreny the Pay-Mafter General,

Refolvedj
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Refolved, Feb. S.

That a Committee of three be appoint-
'-'"""^^^

cd to contract with a proper perfon to fupply Co-

lonel Wayne's Battalion with the ratiotis allowed

them.

Alfo with a proper Perfon to fupply the Pcnnfyl'

vania Tro6ps on the weft fide of the Siifqiichannah';

and with a proper perfon to fupply the Battalion

ordered to be raifed in the Counties on Delaiuarey

while in that Government.

The Members chofen, Mr. Morton, Mr. LeiviSf

and Mr. JVilfon.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is

due,

To Tench Tilghman, for efcorting Money from
Philadelphia to General Schuyler, the fum o£

286.9 Dollars.

To Jzariah Dunham on fundry Certificates for

provilions to feveral Rifle Companies, 25.8

Dollars.

To Melchior Ming, for Waggon hire in carrying

Money to Cambridge, the fum of 76 Dollars.

To Mofes Cnh'y for the entertainment of Captain

Chiggageh Company of Rifle-men, 9.7 Dollars

to be paid to Henry Wifner, Efq.

To John B. Scott, for expences in conducting Ge-
nex'al Pre/cot from Trenton to Philadelphia,

14.3 Dollars.

To George Bunner, for Waggon hire in carrying y

Money from Philadelphia to General Schuyler,

laft November, 39 Dollars.

To
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leh, R. "Yo Dennis Sneeden, for ferriage, provifions, 5cc,
^'^^'^^'^^

the fum of 50.6 Dollars, to be paid to John

Jlfop, Efq.

To Je[fe Jones y for Horfe hire, 8.7 Dollars, to be

paid to Mr. Dealing.

To Mark Bird for necefTaries to Prifoners, 58-10
Dollars.

To George Meade and Co. on feveral Certiiicates,

104.4 Dollai'S, of which 99,2 being for Rifles

furnifhed Captain H. Sievenjonh Cpmpany ought

to be charged to faid Company.

Orderedy

That the above Accounts be paid.

The Committee farther reported, that Mr.
M^Kean had laid before them an account of the ap-

plication of 40 Dollars put into his hands by Con-
grefs, by which it appears that there remains ia

his hands the fum of 1 5.4 Dollars.

Qrderedy

That the fame be paid to Timothy Mai'
lad, he to be accountable.

The Committee on the difpofition of the Prifon-

ers reported the form of a Parole to be figned by

the Officers, which being read was agreed to, as

follows.

I being made a Prifoner of War
by the Army of the Thirteen United Colonies in

North-America, do promife and engage, on my
word and honour, and on the faith of a Gentle-

man, to depart from hence immediately to

in the Province of being the place

of
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of my cle£lion, and there, or within fix miles P^^- 8.

thereof, to remain during the prefent War between^'^^'^'^^.

Great Britain and the faid United Colonies, or

Until the Congrefs of the faid United Colonies, or

the Afl^mbly, Convention, or Committee or Coun-

cil of Safety of the faid Colony, fhall order other-

wife; and that I will not directly or indireftly, give

any intelligence whatfoever to the enemies of the

United Colonies, or do or fay any thing in oppo-

sition to, or in prejudice of, the meafures and

proceedings of any Congrefs for the faid Colonies,

during the prefent troubles, or until I am duly ex-

changed or difcharged.

Given under my Hand, this day of A. D.

The Secret Committee, to whom the Petition of

Mr. Pierre VFarque was referred^ brought in their

report, whereupon

Refolvedj

Mr. Pierre VFarque be permitted to

load the Sloop, in which he imported a fmall

quantity of Powder and Arms, with the produce

of thefe Colonies (horned cattle, fheep, hogs,

poultry, and lumber for making calks excepted) and

export the fame to Martinique. And that the faid

Mr. Pierre VFarque do take every poffible precau-

tion to avoid all Britijh men of war and cutters on

the Voyage, and ufe his utmoft endeavours to im-

port into thefe Colonies the Powder and Arms men-

tioned in his Memorial, and propofed to be im-

ported by him.

The Committee on the Memorial of Sanfom,

C Murray,
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Feb. 8. Murray^ and Co. &c. brought in their report,

^''^''^^which was read, and ordered to lie on the Table.

A Memorial from the Committee of Safety for

Pennfylvania^ refpefling the fretting of Powder-

Mills, was prefented to Congrefs and read.

Ordered to lie on the Table.

Refolvedy

That an Order be drawn on the Trca-

furers in favour of Dohicky Arundel, for the fum
of ICG Dollars, and that he be directed immedi-

ately to repair to General Schuyler.

That a quarter cafk of Powder be delivered to

Captain Craig of Colonel St. Clairh Battalion, for,

the ufe of his Company.

That the fum of 12,000 Dollars be advanced

to the Convention or Committee of Safety for

Neiv-York, for the ufe of the four Battalions or-

dered to be raifed there ; that the fame be tranf-

mitted by the Delegates of that Colony, the faid

Convention or Committee of Safety to be account-

able.

A Memorial from Dr. Connolly, together with a

Letter from Dr. Benjamin Rujh, refpe^ling the ftatc

of faid Connollyh health, was prefented to Congrefs

and read, whereupon

Refolved,

That the faid J. Connolly be allowed at

fuitable times to walk in the Prifon-yard or hall,

the Goal keeper taking efpscial care to prevent his

cfcape. The
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The Inhabitants of Richmond County in the Co- ^"^- 8.

lony of A^ew York, having refufed to fend Depu-^''^^'^^"''^

ties to reprefent them in Provincial Convention,

and other wife, manifeftcd their enmity and oppoiiti-

on to the fyftem and meafures adopted for pre-

ferving the liberties of Americay and as a juft pu-

nilhment for their inimical conduct, the Inhabitants

of that Colony, having been prohibited by the Con-

vention from all intercourfe and dealings with the

Inhabitants of the faid County, and this Congrefs

being informed by the Committee of Safety of

that Colony, that the Freeholders of the faid

County did afterwards, without any oppolltion,

cle(St Deputies to reprefent them in Provincial

Convention, but as the proceedings againft them

had been fubmitted to the confideration of Con-

grefs, it was apprehended the Deputies could not

be received, until the fenfe of Congrefs thereupon

fliould be communicated.

Refolvedj therefore,

That It be referred to the

faid Provincial Convention to take fuch meafures

I'efpecling the admiffion of the Deputies, and re-

voking the Interdict againft the Inhabitants of faid

County, as they fhall judge moft expedient, pro-

vided that the faid Deputies and major part of the

Inhabitants of fai4 County fhall fubfcribe the Affo-

clatlon entered into in that Colony.

Refolvedy

That Monday the 19th day of this

Month be affigned for Dr. Sfnith to deliver a Fu-

neral Oration in honour of General Montgorncryf

and of thofe Officers ^nd Soldiers who fo luagnani-

jDOufly



\

^o JOURNALS OF CONGRESS.

Feb, 8. moufly fought and fell with him in maintaining the

^"^""^"^ Principles oi American Liberty.

Adjourned to ten o'clock To-morrow.

Friday, February 9. 1776.

Feh. 9. Mr, Elbridge Gerry, one of the Delegates for

^y^^c^^ Maffachifetts-Bay, appeared and took his feat in

Congrefs, whereupon rhe Certificate of their Ap-
pointment and Powers was read, a? follows :

" In Council, January 18. 1776.

Whereas John^ Hancock, Samuel Adams, John

Adams, Robert Treat Paine, and Elbridge Gerry,

-Efquires, have been chofen by joint Ballot of the

jwo Houfes of AfTembly, to reprefent the Colony

of Maffachiifetts-Bay in Neiv England, in the Ame^
rican Congrefs, until the firft day of January,

A. D. 1777?
Refolved,

That they, or any one or more of them,

are hereby fully empowered with the Delegates

from the other American Colonics to concert, di-

rect, and order fuch farther meafures, as fhall to

them appear beft calculated for the eftablifliment,

of Right and Liberty to the American Colonies,

upon a Bafis permanent and fecure, againft the

Power and Art of the Britijh Adrniniftration, and

guarded againft any future encroachments of their

Enemies, with power to adjourn to fuch times and

places.
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places, as fliall appear mod conducive to the Pub- F<^^- 9*

lie fafety and advantage.

Read and accepted. Sent dovjn for Concurrence,

John Lowell, Dep. Sec. pro iem.

In the House cf PvEPresentatives, January

18. 1776.

Read and concurred. And the Secretary Is

hereby direOed, as foon as may be, to flgnify to each

of thofe Gentlemen their appointment, with an atr

tefted Copy of this Order. Sent up for concurrence,

James Warren,- 5'/^a^^r,

7/2 Council, January^ 18.17760

Read and concurred.

John Lowell, Dep. Sec. pro tem^

A true Copy,

Jlttcfl. Perez Morton, Bep. Sec^

Sundry Letters being received, were laid before

Congrefs and read, viz.

Two from General Waflyington, of the 24th and

30th of January^ encloiing a copy of one to Gene-

ral Schuyler y 27th January ^ and a number of in-

tercepted Lettei's.

Three



22 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS.

Feb. <). Three from General Schuyler^ 29th and 3ifl:
^"'"''^'^^

January y and lil of February^ enclofing copies of

two Letters from Colonel Arnold^ and fundry other

Papers.

One from Governor Trumbull, 3d February^ with

fundry Papers enclofed.

Refolvedi

That the foregoing Letters be referred

to a Committee of five.

The Members chofen, Mr. Chafe^ Mr. /. Adams,

Mr. Penn, Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Rutledge.

Two Letters from the Convention of Nevj Jer-

-fey, of the 6th of February were read.

The one refpedling Tea, referred for coufldera-

tiou to Monday next.

The other recommending perfons for Field Offi-

cers of the third Battalion, ordered to be raifed in

that Colony. Whereupon the Congrefs proceeded

to eledlion, and,

Ellas Dayton was elefted Colonel.

Anthony Walton White., Lieutenant -Colonel.

Frajicis Barber, Major.

A Memorial from Mr. Kirkland was prefented

to Congrefs and read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

The
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The Congrefs taking into coniideration the re- ^''^- 9

port of the Committee on the fecond Memorial of
'"''^'^^"^

£anfo?n, Murray and Company, &c.

Refolvedy

That the Memorialifls be permitted to

make fale of their cargo of Wheat, in Connetlicut,

or e\^t to proceed on their original voyage to Fal'

mouth in Englandy and a market under the office

papers and clearances, with which the faid vefTel

failed with from ]\ie\u~York in September laft, and
alfo fubjedl to the former reflridliions of Congrefs

refpefting the appointment of a Commander*

.The Congrefs being informed of the arrival of
fome Arms, Powder and Saltpetre*

Rcfolvedy

That the Committee appointed on the

23th of laft month to purchafe the Saltpetre then
imported, &c. be direfted and impowered to take

every neceffary meafure to have the Saltpetre now-

arrived manufadured into Gun-powder with all

poffible expedition.

That two tons of the Powder now arrived, be-

longing to the United Colonies, be delivered to the

Committee of Safety for Pennfylvaiiiuy in part of

the Powder borrowed of them.

That one ton of faid Powder be delivered to the

Delegates of North Carolina^ in confequence of a

former order of Congrefs, which has not yet been

complied with.

That the Committee appointed for manufac-;

turing •
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Feb. 9. turing the Saltpetre into Gun-powder be diret^ie^

^^'^'^'"'^to enquire into the ftate and quantity of the Arms,
Powder and Saltpetre now ari'ived, and report to

Congrefs.

A Memorial from Stacy Hepburn was prefented

to Congrefs and i-ead.

Refolved,

That it be referred to a Committee of

three.

The Members chofen, Mr. M'Kean, Mr. Nelfotiy

and Mr. Penn,

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday next.

Monday, Febniary 12, 1776^.

Feb. 12.

^-^''^^^^ A letter from General Leey dated the pth Inft.

being received, was read, wherein he informs, that

a tranfport with troops was arrived at New-Tork,

that more might be expelled, and therefore that a

farther reinforcement was necelTary to fecure and

defend that place, whereupon,

Refolvedy

That it be recommended to thj2 Con-

vention or Committee of Safety of New Jerfey

immediately to fend detachments of their Minute

Men equal to a Battalion, under proper Officers,

to New-Torkj there to be under the command of

Major General Les.

That it is alfo recommended to the Committee

of Safety for Pennfylvania, immediately to fend

detachments
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detachments of the four Battalions of AiTociators Fd.12,

in Philadelphia to New-York^ there to put them-^^^''^^*^

felves under the command of General Lee.

Refolvedy

That the Colonels of the Battalions

ordered to be raifed in Pennfylvania, be directed

to make an immediate return to Congrefs of the

men inlifted, the places where they now are, and

the manner In which they are appointed.

Refolvedy

That the Secret Committee be direfted

to fend to New-York one ton of the Powder be-

longing to the United Colones, and that the fame

be delivered to the order of General Lee.

That the faid Committee be empowered to pur-

chafe for the ufe of the United Colonies, on the

^eft terms they can, what Powder and Arms ar-

rive, belonging to private perfons, and that they

furnifh with good Arms fuch of the three remain-

ing Companies of the firft Pennfylvania Battalion

deftined for Canada^ as may want them, in order

that they may immediately proceed on their march.

Refolvedy

That fifty tons of Saltpetre be dell-

^vered by the Secret Committee to the Committee

of Safety for Pennfjlvania^ who are requefted to

have the fame manufadlured into Gun-powder in

the cheapeft and moft expeditious manner, and

that this Congrefs will confirm any contrails made
for the above purpofe.

That ten tons of Saltpetre be by them fcnt to

Mr. y. By Livingjlon^'i mill in the Colony of Neiv-

D York,
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Feb. \2. Yorky and that Mr. Living/Ion be defired to manu-

^^^''"^^failure it into Powder as foon as poffible, and to

enlarge his works, if it can conveniently be done.

That ten tons ot Saltpetre be alfo by them fent

to the Council of the Colony of Majfachiifetts-Bayy

and that they be defired to have it manufa<Stured

into Gun-powder, with all poffible expedition, ancf

fent to General JVaJIjington for the ufe of the army

under his command.

Kefolvedy

That it be recommended to the Com-
mittee of Infpeclion for the County of Chejler to

aid Colonel Wayne in procuring Blankets for his

Battalion,

The Congrefs being informed that a Gentleman

was arrived from Canada^ who had matters of im-»

portance to communicate.

Ordered,

That the Committee of Correfpondence

confer with him and report to Congrefs.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, i^^^rw^/j 13, 177^'

\^ys->^ Refolved,

That an order be drawn on the Trca-^

fui'ers in favour of John Chapmariy for the fum of

eight hundred Dollars, to difcharge a draught of

the Paymafter General, in favour of Williajn

Thompforiy Efq; dated the 28th of December laft,

and that the fame be charged to the account of the

Pay-mafter General. Sundry
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Sundry Letters being received were read, viz. Feh. 13.

/

One from the Convention of New Jerfey^ dated

tht loth, and one from Meffrs. Dayton and Barber

of the I 2th of this month.

One from Captain John NevilU dated Pittjhiirgh

February ift, and one from John Cihfon, dated

20th of January laft.

Refolvedy

That the two laft letters be referred to

the Committee on the India?! Affairs in the middle

department.

That a Committee of Three be appointed tQ

take into confideration the two former letters.

The Members chofen, Mr. Smithy Mx*. Bartlett,

and Mr. Adams.

Refolved,

That an order for eight thoufand Dol-

lars be drawn on the Treafurers in favour of the

Committee of Safety for the three Lower Counties

on Delaware, for the fum of 8000 Dollars, for the

ufe of the Battalion raifing in that government, the

faid Committee to be accountable.

That an order for ten thoufand Dollars be

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of James Mea/r,

for the ufe of the Pennfylvania Battalions, he to be

accountable.

That Mr. Mcafe be direfted to fupply the Troops

in
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F<?3.i3.in the Barracks near Philadelphiay with wooden
^'^^'^^bowls, buckets and other neceffaries.

Refohed,

That it be recommended to the Com-
mittee of Safety for Pennjylvania^ in cafe the Bar-

racks near Philadelphia cannot contain all fhe troops

raifed in faid Colony, that they caufe part of them
to be quartered in the 'Peft-houfe and old Gaol of

this City.

Refolvedf

That an order be drawn on the Trea-

furers, in favour of Colonel Buili for the fum of

one hundred and fifty Dollars, to defray his ex-

penccs in carrying money to Cambridge^ he to be

accountable.

The Committee on the Petition of Stacy Hepburn

brought in their report, which was agreed to as

follows

:

•

That the faid Petitioner be permitted to load the

Sloop Dolphin with the produce of thefe Colonies.,

(live ftock and lumber for making caflcs excepted)

and to tranfport the fame to Hifpaniola^ he pro-

mifing to life his utmoffc endeavours to remit the

amount of faid Cargo in Military Stores, into fome
port of this Continent as foon as poffible.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Refolu-

tion for the Exportation of Naval Stores brought

in the fame, which was agreed to as follows :

Rejolvedy

That when Naval Stores fliall be wanted

in any of the United Colonies, the AfTembly,

Convention,
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Convention, or Committee of Safety of fuch Co- Ft-!).i7,

lony, may intruft a proper Perfon or Perfons to" ^

import the fame, taking fufficient fecurity, of him

.or them, that they will faithfully ufe their beft

endeavours to import the fame into fuch Port or

Ports as the faid AfTcmbly, Convention, or

Committee of Safety fliall direft, and as much as

poffible to avoid all Briti/h men of war and cut-

ters, giving him or them, a certificate or certifi-

cates of the Naval Stores wanted, and alfo of his

having given the faid Security : And that it be re-

commended to the Convention, Council of Safe-

ty, and Committees of Obfervation and Infpection

of North-Carolina upon receiving fuch certificates,

to permit the Perfon or Perfons producing the

fame, to export to the Colony applying for the

fame, the Naval Stores wanted by fuch Colony.

That it be further recommended to the faid

Convention, Council of Safety and Committees of

Infpeclion, and Obfervation in North-Carolina to

give permiffion to fuch veflels, as may have arriv-

ed in that Colony for thofe articles, or fuch of the

veflels belonging to that Colony, as they may
think proper, to export Naval Stores to any of the

United Colonies, taking fecurity as in the other

cafes above mentioned.

Refolvedy

That the Pay and Subfiftance of two of

the Battalions ordered to be raifed in the Colony

of Virginiay commence from the firft Day of No-

vember laft ; from which time they have been in

actual fervics.

The
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Fch. 13. The Convention of Virginia having reeommen-
'^

'* 'ded Perfons for Field Officers of the fix Battalions

ordered to be raifed in that Colony, the Congrefs

proceeded to an Ele£lion, when

Patrick Hfinry^ Efq-, was elefted Colonel of the ifl

Battalion,

William Chrijliauy Efq; Lieutenant-Colonel of do.

Frank Eppes, Efq; Major - - do.

William Woodford, Efq; Colonel of the 2d Battalion,

Charles Scott ^ Efq; Lieutenant-Colonel do"

Alexander Spotswsod, Efq; Major ^ do.

Biigh Mercer, Efq; Colonel of the 3d Battalion.

George JVeedon, Efq; Lieutenant-Colonel do.

Thomas Marjhall, Efq; Major - do.

.Adam Stephen, Efq; Colonel of the 4th Battalion,

Jfaac Reade, Efq; Lieutenant-Colonel do.

Robert Laxvfon, Efq; Major - do.

William Peachey, Efq; Colonel of the 5th Battalion.

William Crawfordy Efq; Lieutenant- Colonel of do-

Jofiah Parker, Efq; Major - . do.

Mordecai Buckner, Efq; Colonel of the 6th Batta-

lion,

Thoma.s Elliott, Efq; Lieutenant-Colonel of do.

James Hendricks, Efq; Major - do.

Ordered,

That the Prefident fill up Commiffions

to the above Officers, and that he fend blank Com-
miffions to the Convention of Virginia to be by

them filled up with the Names of the Officers ap-

pointed by them in the faid BattaUons, under the

Eftnk of a Major.

Refolvcd,
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Refolvedy Feb. 15*

That the Deputy Mufter Mafter Gene-^'-'"'''^^

ral be directed to mufter the Battalion raifed in the

three Lower Counties on De/aiuare, and alfo thofe

raifed in Penn/ylvajiia, and make return to Con-
grefs.

Re/olveei,

That a Committee of five be appointed

to confider into what Departments the middle and
fouthern Colonies ought to be formed, in order that

the Military Operations of the Colonies may be

carried on in a reg\ilar and fyftematic Manner.

The Members chofen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wilfon^

Mr. Penny Mr. Harrifon and Mr. Alexander.

Refolvcdj

That an Order be drawn on the Trea-

furers in favour of the Delegates of Virginia for

the Sum of 20,000 Dollars for the Ufe of the Bat-

talions, ordered to be raifed there, the Conven-

tion of that Colony to be accountable.

Refolvedy

That Mr. I\PKean be defired to requefl

the Committee of Infpeftion and Obfervation for

the City and Liberties of Philadelphia not to pro-

ceed in paffing any cenfures on the Venders, and

Ufers of Tea, till further orders from Congrcfs.

Refolvedy

That the Detachments marching from

Philadelphia to Neiv-Tork^ under the Command of

Colonel Dickinfon be allowed for Subfiflance while

on their March, the Sumcf One Dollar, and one

Third
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Feh.i^. Third of a Dollar per Week for each df the Pri-

vates, and Non-commiflioned Officers, and that

the Commiffioned Officers be allowed in Propor-
tion according to the Rations allotted to them, and
that they receive the fame Pay as the four Pennfyl-

vania Battalions, from the Time they begin their

Marcja.

That a Coinmittee of three Be appointed to con-
fider the beft Method of fubfifting the Troops in

New-Torky and what Sum of Money It will be ne-

neceffary to fend thither, and alfo what Sum
ought to be advanced to Colonel Dickinfon.

The Mertibers chofeh Mr. Shermarij Mr. Dudne
and Mr. Wilfon.

A Petition from Mr. Bernard Romans was prc-

fcnted to Concrrefs and read.

Refdvedy

That It be recommended to the Con-
vcntion of Nevj-Tork to pay Mr. Bernard Romans

tip to the ptk Day of the prefent Month.

Refolvedy

That an Order for 600 Dollars be drawn
on the Treafurcrs in favour of Samuel Fairlamb

(who has contradled to fupply Colonel Wayne's Bat-

talion, quartered in and near Chejier at the Rate of

Seven Ninetieths of a Dollar />£"/• Ration) to enable

him to execute his Contrail, he to be accountable.

The Committee appointed to prepare an Ad-
drefs to the Inhabitants of the United Colonies,

brought in a Draught which was read.

Ordered)
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Ordered to lie on the Table. Fd. 13.

Re/olvedy

That Captain Gordon upon giving his

Parole, be permitted, while he remains in Town,

to vifit General Pre/cot at proper feafons.

Adjourned to ten o*clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, February 14, 1 776.

Refolvedi

That two of the Brafs Six Pounders at Feh.i^.

New-York belonging to the United Colonies, be "^

fent to Virginia for the Ufe of the Forces there.

Sundry Letters being received were read.

One from General Schuyler of the 7 th of this

Month.

One from General Woojler of 29 January^ and

one from General Arnold of 24th of faid Month.

Refolvcdy

That the foregoing Letters with the Pa-
' pers enclofed, be referred to a Committee of three.

The Members chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. J. A-
dams and Mr. Chafe.

A Letter from the Cofnmittee of Amboy dated

loth of this Month, was read and referred for

confideration till to-morrow,

E The
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Feb. 14. The Committee of Claims reported that there is

' ^ due,

'

To John Ware for condu£ling a French Gentle-

man from Harivick Townfhip in Sujfex County

to Phi/ade!j>hia, the fum of 13. 2 Dollars.

Ordered that thefaint be paid.

Application being made by fome of the Maftcr

Carpenters employed in building the Continental^

Frigates to fome Membei-s of this Houfe, inform-

ing that about fifty of their Journeymen and Ap-
prentices had engaged as Voluntiers to march with

the Battalion of AiTociators for Netv-Torky and

that their Zeal for the public Service was fuch,

that they cannot be perfuaded to delift by any ar-

guments or influence of faid Builders.

Refolvcdy

That the Spirit and 2eal of the faid

Journeymen and Apprentices is highly approved of

by Congrefs, but neverthelefs it is the Opinion of

this Congrefs, that the Public will be more effenti-

ally ferved by their continuing at work on the faid

Continental Frigates, and that therefore all the

Carpenters Journeymen and Apprentices employed

as aforefaid be requefted to remain in that Ser-

vice, as there is no doubt but other AfTociators will

complete the Number wanted.

The Congrefs refolveditfelf into a Committee of

the Whole, to take into confideration the Report

of the Committee on the Regulations and Reftric-

tions under which the Ports fhould be opened after

the
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tlie firft Day of March next, and after fome time Feh.i^^

fpent thereon, the Prefident refumed the Chair, "^

and Mr. IVard reported that the Committee had

taken into confideration the Matter referred to

them, but not having come to a conclufion, defir-

ed leave to fit again.

Refolved^

That this Congrefs will to-morrow re-

folve itfelf into a Committee of the Whole, to take

into farther eonfideration the Report of the Com-
mittee on the ReflritStions and Regulations of Trade

after the tirft of March next.

The Committee of Correfpondence, who were

ordered to confer with the Gentleman from Cana~

day brought in their Report which was read.

Refolvedy

That the Confideration thereof be re-

ferred till to-morrow.

The Committee appointed to confider the beft

Method of fubfifting the Troops in Nexu-Tork^ L\id

their report on the Table.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, February 15, 1776.

"Refolvedf

That the Secret Committee deliver One Teh.ix,^

hundred and fifty Stand of Arms to Colonel Max-''—^

—

'^

welly for the Ufe of fuch of the Companies of his

Battalion as want them, in order that they may
immediately nroceed to Canada.

'
Tho
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Feb. 15. The Committee to whom the Letters from the
"^ Convention of JSeiu-Jerfeyy and frpm the Field

Officers of the third Battalion, ordered to be raifed

in that Colony, were referred, brought in their

report, which was read and agreed to as follows :

Refolvedf

That Colonel Heard be dire^ed to fur-

nilh Colonel Dayton with fuch of the Arms lately

brought from Long-IJland, as are or maybe fit for

fervice, or fo many of them as Colonel Dayton

may delire.

That 30,000 Dollars be advanced to Thomas

Lowrey on account; and that he be fully authoriz-

ed to procure all neceffaries (except arms) ordered

by Congrefs, for the three Battalions raifed or to

be raifed in the Colony o£ Ne-w-Jerfey.

That the Convention or Committee of Safety of

Nexv-Jerfey be allowed from the Continental

Stock, half a ton of powder, out of which they

are to rerpny what has been borrowed from Eliza-

beth-Town^ Somerfet^ JVoodbridge, and Brujtfwick.

That to the fame Convention or Committee of

Safety be advanced the further Sum of 5000 Dol-

lars for the furpofe of compleating the three Bat-

talions there with Arms, which they are deluded to

aqcomplifh with all poffible expedftion.

Refolved,

That two tons of the Powder belonging

to the Continent be delivered to the Delegates of

Virginia for the Ufe of the Forces in that Colony.

Sundry
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Sundry letters by Colonel Ritzema being receiv- FcJ.ij.

cd were read, viz.
'^

One from General Lee dated the iTth, and one

from General Schuyler of the 4th of this Month,

with one from G^ntxAlVooJlcr of the 27th Janua-

Refolvedf

That the faid Letters be referred to the

Commlftee to whom the Letters received yefterday

were referred, and that the faid Committee be di-

rected to confer with Colonel Ritzema, and report

to Congrefs.

Information being received, that General Clinton

was gone from Nc-vj-Tork, the Congrefs came to

the follov/ing Refolution :

The Congrefs have a proper Senfe of the Spirit

and Patriotifm of the AlTociators of the City and
Liberties of Philadelphia^ in cheerfully offering

and preparing to march, in order to affiil in the

Defence of Ncw-Tork; but as the Danger, which,

occalioned an Application for their fcrvice, is at

prefent over,

Rejolvedy

That tlieir march to Nevj-Tcrk be fuf-

pended.

Refolvedy

That a Paymafter be appointed for the

Troops in Virginia, and th^t his pay be 50 Dol-

lu^^per Montho /

The
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Feb. f5. 'pi^g Congrefs then proceeded to the Eleflion,

and Benjamin Harrifon^ jun. of Berkley wag^chof-

en.

The Congrefs taking into eonfideration the Re-
port of the Committee of Correfpondence,

Refolvedy

That a Committee of tl\ree, (two of

"whom to be Members of .Congrefs) be appointed to

repair to Canada., there to purfue fuch Inftru£tions

as fhall be given them by Congrefs.

The Members chofen, Dr. Benjamin Franklin.^

Mr. S. Chafe^ and Mr. C. Carroll of Carrollton.

Refalvedf

That Mr. Carroll be requefted to pre-

vail on Mr. John Carroll to accompany the Com-
mittee to Canada., to aflifl them in fuch matters as

they fhall think ufeful. ,

That this Congrefs will make Provision to de-

£j:ay any expences which may attend this meafure.

Refolvcdy

That eight tons of Powder be immedi-

ately fent to Canada, for the Ufe of the Forces

there.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is

due,

To Richard Smith for proviiions furnifhed by

fundry perfons in New-Tork Government to

Captain Rofs''s Company of Riffle Men, the

Sum of 28. 8. Dollars.

To
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To Michael Connolly on account of expcnces mFeb.x^i

bringing the Women and Children belonging to''~~^~'

the 26th and 7th Regiment from Efopus to Rea-

dings the Sum of 1082. 8. Dollars.

To Colonel Si?nes on account of cxpences iri

bringing the Baggage of the 26th and 7th Regi-

ments from Walpaek to Lancafter and feveral o-

ther fmall expences, the Sum of 569 Dollars.

To Thomas M^Enry for 800 Canteen Straps, the

Sum of 1 3 3 4 Dollars.

Orderedy

That thefaid Accounts be paid.

The Committee to whom the Letter from thtf

Committee of Safety of A^<?ay-ro/-/^ of the 3d of

January^ and the Letter from Governor Trumbull

of the 6th of the fame Month Avere referred,

brought in their report, which was taken into

confideration, whereupon \

Refolvedj

That no farther works be ere^ed oil

Martler's rocky but that thofe already erected there

be fupported and garrifoned.

That a Fafcine Battery to mount heavy Cannon,

not exceeding eighteen in number, be thrown up
on the Gravel Hill eaftward of Martler''s rocky

marked in the draiight LL, fo as to command the

Weft Point, the Reach down the River from the

Weft Point, and part of the Reach up the River

;

and that a convenient Road be opened from this

Battery to the Barracks on Martler''s rock.

That a redoubt of earth and fafcines be built on
the Eminence on the Zr^ Side of the River oppo-

lite
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Feb.i^. fite to the Weft Point marked in the draught A tc

^' ^ 'mount thirty Guns.

That it be recommended to the Convention or

Committee of Safety of Neiv-Tork to forward the

Battery at Pooplopens kill ; and that the faid Batte-

ry be made of earth and fafcines, and to mount a

Number of Guns, not exceeding forty.

That fuch of the Continental Troops as are or

may be ftationed at the aforefaid Phtces, be em-

) ployed in erecling thefe Works and Batteries under

the Dircdlion of the Engineer.

That it be recommended to the Convention or

. Committee of Safety of Ne-w-Tork to proftcute the

Difcovery of the Lead Mine at New Canaan, and
^ that a Copy of the Report of Jofeph Hopkins to the

General Aftembly of Connetlicut refpediing this

Mine be fent to them.

The Congrefs took into confideration the Re-

port from the Committee of the whole Houfe, and

after debate

Refolvedy

That the fame be re-committed.

Refolvedy

That this Congrefs will to-morrow

morning refolve itfelf into a Committee of the

Whole, to take into confideration the Propriety of

opening the Ports, and the Reftrictlons and Regu-

lations of the Trade of thefe Colonies after the iirft

of March next.

Hejolvedi
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Refolvedy
'

Fe^- ^S-

That the Committee on ways and^—"^' '

means to pi^ocure Cannon, be diredted to enquire

what quantity of Brais can be procured, and that

they be empowered to contradl for the fame.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, February 16, 1776.

Refohedy
^

P^^_ ^^^
That the Secret Committee be di reeled ^^_^^,,^^

to furnifh Colonel St. Clair s Battalion with Arms,

and that thePrelident write to Colonel St. Claire

and dire6l him to ufe the utmoft Diligence in get-

ting his Battalion ready, and to march the Compa-

nies, one at a time, as faft as they can be got rea-

dy, to Canada with all poffible expedition.

The Committee appointed to make an efiiimatc

of the Cannon wanted, for the Defence of the

Colonies, and to devife ways and means for pro-

curing them, &c. brought in their report, which

was read, and ordered to lie on the Table.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Con-

grefs refolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole,

to take into confideration the propriety of opening

the Ports, and the reftriftions and regulations of

the Trade of thefe Colonies after the firft of March

next, and after fome time the Prefidcnt refumed

the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported that the Com-
mittee had taken into confideration the matter re-

:' F ferred
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FeJ.i6. feried to them, but not having come to a conclu-

^-'^^^'"'^iion, defired him to move for leave to fit again.

Refolvjcdi

That this Congrefs will, to-morrow

morning refolve itfelf into a Committee of the

whole, to take into their farther confideration the

propriety of opening the Ports, and the reftric

tions and regulations of Trade after the firft of

March next.

The Committee to whom General Wajhington

and General Schuyler\ Letters wei'e referrddj, laid

their report on the Table.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday February 17, 1776.
•

\.r-r--U That an order for ten thoufand Dol-

lars be drawn on the Treafurers in favour of James

r/Ieafe., for the ufe of the Pcnnfylvania Battalions,

he to be accountable.

1'hat Colonel James Irvine, of the fixth Penn-

fylvanla Battalion, be authorized and impowered

to purchafe good Arms for the ufe of his Batta-

lion, tlie price of the fame to be deduced out of

the pay of the Men.

The Committee on the ftate of the Treafury

brought in a report which was read.

Ref'Aved^



FEBRUARY, 1776. 43

Refolved, Fch.ij.

That a {landing. Committee of Five be^'"''^^

appointed for fLiperintending the Treafury.

That it be the buflnefs of this Committee,

To examine the accounts of the Treafurers, and

from (imc to time I'eport Lo Congrefs the ftate of

the Treafury.

To coniider of ways and means for fupplying

Gold and Sliver for the fupport of the Army in

Cartelda. /

To employ and inftru£l proper Perfons for li-

quidating the public Accounts, with the different

Paymailers and Commifniries in the Continental

fervice, and the Conventions, Committees of Safety

and others who have been or fliall be intrufted

with the pubHc Money, and from time to time to

report the ftate of fuch accounts to Congrefs.

To fuperintend the emiflion of Bills of Credit.

To obtain from the different Affemblies and

Conventions of the United Colonies, accounts of

the number of Inhabitants in each Colony, ac-

cording to the refolution of Congrefs on that fub-

je6t. .

The Members chofen, Mr. Duane, Mr. NelfoUt

Ml'. Ccrry^ Mr. Smith and Mr. IViUing.

The
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Feb.ij. The Congrefs taking into confideration the rc-

^"-"^"^^"^port of the Committee on the Treafiiry.

Refolved,

That a farther fum of four Millions of

Dollars be emitted on the fame fecurity, as the

fums heretofore emitted by Congrefs have been.

That the Committee for fuperintending the Trea-

fury be dire£led to confider the numbers and de-

nominations of the Bills, in which it will be proper

to emit the above four Millions and report to Con-

grefs.

X The Committee appointed to confider into what

departments the middle and fouthern Colonies

ought to be divided, brought in their report which

was read.

The Committee to whom fundry Letters from

Brigadier General Arnold^ Bi-igadier General l^oo-

Jler, Major General Schuyler, and Major General

Lee were referred, brought in their report, which

was taken into conlideration, whereupon,

Refolved,

That Major General Lee be dire^ed immediately

to repair lo Canada, and take command of the

Army of the United Colonies in that Province.

That Major General Schuyler be directed to re-

pair, as foon as his health will permit, to Neiv-

Tork, and take the command of the forces and

conduft the military operations there ; and that the

Prefident inform him by exprefs of this arrange-

ment and the reafons that led to it.

That
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That It be recommended to the Convention or Teh.i'j.

Committee of Safety of Nevj-Tork^ to fupply Ge-*^
"^

neral Lee with a quantity of fuitable Cannon not

exceeding twelve, and one or more Mortars, if to

be'had, with balls, fhells, and other neceffaries for

the ilege or affanlt of ^lebec; and that they af-

fill him in forwarding the fame with all poffiblc

expedition.

That the regiment of Canadians, the raiilng of

which is mentioned in Brigadier General ArnoliT^

letter of the 12 th of January laft, to have beea

put on foot by him, receive the fame pay and be

fubject to the fame regulations as the other forces

employed in Canada, and be accounted part of the

number deligned to be raifed for that fervice.

That the appointment of Captain

"kanfalier to be deputy Mufter Mafler General o£

the forces in Canada, be confirmed.

That the appointment of John Halfied, Efq; to

be CommilTary for the army before ^lebcc, be

confirmed.

That Major General Schuylcrhe direfled to have

provifions ftored in proper places near Hudfon^%

river, be :ween Albany and the Highlands, to fupply

fuch Troops as it may be necelTary to call out of the

country.

That the offer made by General Schuyler to pay

at the rate of iowv (hillings per day, for each of the

lleds hired to forward the Pcnnfylvania and Nciv-

Jcrfcy
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Teh-i"^. j.-ffcy forces in their march to Canada, he com*
^•''^''^^

plied with.

That the Officers in the Continental Ai'mies be

enjoined to ufe their utmoft diligence in preventitig

every kind of plunder, and that all who ihall of-

fend herein be puniflied according to the ftricleft

difcipline.

That the refolves of Congrefs for encouraging

Sutlers, to attend the army in Canada, be publilheci

with the information that, hofiery, flioes, coaYfe

linens, foap, rum, fugar , and wine are much wanted

there.

That a few Artificers fuch as armourers, fiihiths,

carpenters, harnefs-makers and wheel- wrights, with

proper perfons to fupcrintend them, be 'forthwith

fent to Canada,

That it be recommended to the Convention of

New-Tcrk, that fuch of the officers, who ferved

faithfully in Canada the laft Campaign, as are willing

to continue there, be preferred in the new levies

of the Colony of AVw-2l5v"/^ to othei's.

Uefolvedy

That a Committee of three be chofen

to prepare inftrudlions for the Committee ap-

pointed to go to Canada.

The Members eleded, Mr. J. Jdams, Mr. IVythe

and Mr. Sherman*

Refohedi
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Refolvcd, ^'^
That this Congrefs will, on Tuefday

next, refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole,

to take into confideration the propi'iety of opening

the Ports, and the reftri£lions and regulations o£

Ti-ade, after the firft of March next,

Rsfolvedi

That the Comftiittee appointed to pnr-

chafe fundry articles of cloathing for the northern

Army, be diredted to contra^ for good flrong

flioes for the Army in Canada. /

The Congrefs taking Into confideration the re-

port of the Committee, on the method of fubflfting

the Troops in Nevj-Tork^ &c".

Refolvedy .

That the fum of thirty-five thoufand

Dollars, be advanced to the Convention, or Com-
mittee of Safety of New-Torh, for the fnpport of

the troops employed in the defence of that Colony;

the filid Convention or Committee of Safety, to be

accountable for the expenditure thereof, and that

an order be drawn on the Treafurers for the above

fum, in favour of the Delegates of that Colony,

who are directed to forward the lame.

That it be recommended to the Convention or

Committee of Safety of Nevj-Tork, to contract with

proper perfons for fupplying the faid Troops with

the rations allowed by Congrefs, and with fiiel

and other neceffarics, on the mofl reafonable terms

in their power.

The
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Teh. 1 7. The Committee of Claims repoiied that there is

^-^^ due.

On an Account exhibited by the Committee oi Fre-

deric County, Maryland^ to be paid to S. Chafe,

and TV. Paca, Efqrs. the fum of 860.9 Dol-

lars, of which 268.4 being ,for Pvifles, &c.

furniflicd Captain Crejfap^s Company of Rifle-

men, ought to be charged to the.faid Company,
and the remainder to the Continent.

To Nicholas Howery for Waggonage, the fum of

74.4. Dollars, and that the fame ought to be

paid to Daniel Hower,

Ordcrcdy

That the above Accounts be piidf_

Adjourned to ten o'clock to Monday.

Monday, February 19. 1776.
FS. 19. .

K.^/^Y'^U Met according to adjournment, and having at-

tended the Oration delivered in honour of Gene-

ral Montgoraery^ and of thofe Officers and Soldiers

who magnanimouily fouglit and fell with him, in

maintaining the Principles of Liberty.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, February 20. 1776.

Feh. ao. The Convention of New-Jerfey having made a

^•^'^^"'^new choice of Delegates to reprefent that Colony

m Congrefs, three of faid Delegates attending,

produced their credentials, which were rea,d as

follows: *' hi
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*^ In Provincial Convention, New ~Jerfey^^^h. 20^

Briinfwick, i/^th February j 1776.

Refdhed, on motion, imanimoufly.

That M^illiam Livingjloiiy John De Hart,

Richard Smith, John Cooper, and Jonathan Dicken-

fon Sergeant, Efquircs, be Delegates to reprefent

this Province in the Continental Congrefs, for the

fpace of one Y«ar, or ^'ntil others Ihall be legally

appointed in their flead, and that they or any

three or more of them, have full and ample

power to confent and agree to all meafures which

fuch Congrefs ihall deem neceflary ; and this Pro-

vince bind themfelves to execute, to the utmofl: of

their Power, all Reiblutions which the faid Con-

grefs may adopt. And further, if the faid Con-

grefs (hall think necefTary to adjourn, we do autho-

rife our faid Delegates to reprefent and aft for this

Province, in any one Congrefs to be held by virtue

of fuch adjournments, during their delegation.

A true Copy from the Minutes,

William Patterson, SecretaryT

A Letter from General Lee, of the 17th inflant,

was read.

A Memorial from a number of the Inhabitants

of Northumberland, in the Colony of Pcnnfylvania,

with fix Papers therein enclofed, was prefented to

Congrefs and read. Alfo,

A Petition from fundry Inhabitants near Pittf-

iurgy was prefented and read,

G Be/ohedf
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Feb. 20. Refohed,
^"^"'"^

That the above Memorial and Petition

be referred to a Committee of five.

The Members chofen, Mr. He-wes, Mr. W. Li-

vingjloriy Mr. Pacay Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr«

Chafe*

Lieiitenant Brajher^ wLo had the orders of Ge-

neral Schuyler to condudl a number of Canadian

prifoners to New Jerfey and Pennfylvania^ having

executed his orders, laid his inftrudlions before

Congrefs, which were read, Alfo Mr. Shallus

Quarter-Mafter of the firft Pennfylvar.ia Battalion,

having had orders to condufb certain Prifouers

down from Kingjion, and having executed his or-

ders, laid his inftrudions before Congrefs, which

were read,

Refolved,

That thefe be referred to the Committee

on the Prifoners.

Refolved,

That the fecret Committe be directed to

deliver to Colonel Maxwell^ or order, twenty ftand

of Arms for the ufe of his Battalion, he to be ac-

couptable'for the fame.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report

of the Committee on the ways and means of pro-

curing Cannon, whereupon

Refolvedy

That two hundred and fifty, twelve

pounders, fixty, nine pounders, and fixty-two, four

pounders be purchafed for the ufe of thefe Colonies.

That



FEBRUARY, 1776. 51

That the Committee on the ways and means oiFeh. zq.

procuring Cannon be empowered to purchafe or*'-'^'''^^

contra(St for making the fame.

That a new Member be added to that Com-
mittee.

The Member chofen, Mr. W. Liv'wgjlon.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is

due.

To Michael Connolly^ expences for "Waggon hire,

carrying the Prlfoners Baggage from Bethlehem

to Reading, and his own expences four days, the

fum of 160 Dollars.

To Riehard Howell, for tranfportation of Powder
to Burlington^ the fum of 34 i. Dollars.

Ordered,

That the above Accounts be paid.

Refolved,

That Colonel IVayne be directed to

march with his Battalion to New-Tork, and put

himfelf under the command of General Leey or the

commanding Officer there.

The Congrefs being informed that two Prifoners

taken at Chamhlee, and who had leave to ftay at

Newark in the Province of New Jerfey, on condi-

tion of their making gun locks, for the ufe of the

United Colonies, are not employed in that work.

Refolved,

That the faid two Prifoners be ordered

to Philadelphia, and put under the direction of Mr.

Rittcnhoufc, to carry on the above bulinefs.
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Feb. 20. The Congrefs being infoi-med that a quantity of

^^''""''''^of Powder belonging to the United Colonies w^s

an-ived at Brunfiuick in Neiu Jerfey.

Refohedy

That Mr. Leivis, Mr. Jlfapy and Mr.

P. Livingjlon be directed to forward the faid Pow-

der under a guard, with all poffible expedition, to

General Wajhington^ for the ufe of the Army un-

der his command.

Refolvedj

That an order be drawn on the Trea;^

furei's in favour of Monf. La Jimejfe, for the fum

of 250 Dollars, for his fervices ju behalf of the

United Colonies.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, February 21, 1776.

/V^. 21. The Committee of Claims reported that there is

due.

To Shallus for his expences in conduct-

ing Prifoners from Jlbariy to Trenton^ the fum

of 1 7 * Dollars.

To Cafpar Shaafy for Waggonage, the fum of

104 Dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid

to S. Chafe, and JV^ PacUy Efqrs.

Ordered,

That the faid Accounts be paid.

Two Letters from General Schuyler of the loth

and 13th inft. being received were read.

Refolvcdy



FEBRUARY, 1776; 53

nefolved, Feluiu

That the fame be referred to a Com-^"''"^''"^

rjilttee of three.

The Members chofen, Mr. Wythcy Mr. Harnfoii,

and Mr. S. Adams.

A Letter from the Committee of Safety for

Pennfylvaniriy of the 2oth inftant, refpedling the

Prifoners at Lancajiery was read,

Re/olvedy

That the fame be referred to the Com-
mittee on the Prifoners.

The Committee on the Treafury to whom it was

referred to confider .the numbers and denominati-

ons of the Bills, &c. brought in their report, which

was confidered and agreed to as follows.

That the four Millions of Dollars now to be

emitted, confift of the following denominations.

600,000 of -i- of a Dollar. 100,000

600,000 of 1 do. 200,000

600,000 of I do. 300,000

600,000 of f do. 400,000

I3<3j43^ of I Dollar. I30>436

130,437 of 2 do. 260,874

130>43<5 of 3 do. 39Ij3o8

130,435 of 4 do. 521,740

65,217 of 5 do. 326,085

65,217 of 6 do. 391,302
65,217 of 7 do. 456,519
65,217 of 8 do. 521,736

3,182,612 4,000,000
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F<;b.2\. That the Plates engraved for the two former
^^

—

"^
—

'emiffions, be iifed in the new emifRon of the Bills

from one to eight Dollars inclufive, and that thofc

Bills be expreiled in the following Words.

N o
. Dollars.

This Bill entitles the Bearer to receive

Spanifh milled Dollars, or the value thereof in

Gold or Silver, according to a Refolution of Con-

grefs, -^zS^tdzx. Philadelphia^ February i']. 1776.

That the faid Bills be figned by two Signers, and

each different denomination numbered from No. i.

progreffively.

That one Plate with proper devices be engraved

for the fmaller Bills now to be emitted, under the

value of one Dollar. '

That the form of the Bills be as follows :

One of a Dollar, according to a Re-

folution of Congrefs paffed at Philadelphiaj Febru-

ary ly. i'j'j6.

That each of thefe Bills be figned by one Signer

only, and th?.t each different denomination be

numbered from No. i. progreffively, as aforefaid.

That Michael Ifilkgas, Richard Bache^ and Ste-

phtn Pafchall, Efqrs. be appointed and authorized

to infpedt the Prefs.

That befpre they enter upon their oflice, they

ihall
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fftall rtfpeftively take an oatli or affirmation to be^<^'5-2i.

admlnifrered to them by any Magiftrate, " wU*"-"'''''^*^

and faithfully to execute the truft repofed in them

by a refolution ofCongrefs,asInfpe6torsof thePrefs,

according to the beft of their (kill and judgment."

A certificate of which oath or affirmation fhall be

delivered to the Committee on the Treafury.

That each of the faid Infpe£lors rerpe<fLively fhall

be allowed two Dollars a day for their fervices,

while they fhall be employed in infpedling the Prefs,

in the execiition of the faid truft..

Rrjolved,

Thar the Committee on the Treafury

be directed to have the foregoing Refolutions carri-

ed into execution with all convenient difpatch.

The Committee for receiving the applications

for Officers in the Continental Army reported, that

they have nominated Mr. Lewis Durham for Surge-

on to the third Battalion now raifing in the Colony

of Nexv Jc7-fey^ and recommend him to the Con-

grefs for appointment to the faid office.

Rejlhed,

That the report be agreed to, and that

a Commiffion be granted to Mr. Lcxvis Durham
accordingly.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, February 22. 1776.
Feh. 2 2.

Two Letters from General IVafoiv.gton, both of'^.-^vx^

the 9th of this Month, being received and read,

Rcfolvcd,
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Feh. 22. Rcfohed,
^'"^'"^

That the faid Lettei's be referred to a

Committee of the whole Congrefs.

Accordingly the Congrefs refolved itfelf into a

Committee of the whole, to take into conlideratioa

the Letters juft received from General IVaflnngton,

and after fome time the Prefident refumed the

Chair, and Mr. Ward reported that the Committee

had taken into confideration the Letters referred to

them, but not having come to a conclufion, defir-

cd him to move for leave to fit again.

Refolvedy

That this Congrefs will refolve itfelf in-

to a Committee of the whole to take into their far-

ther confideration the Letters fi'om General IVaJlj"

'ingion\

Rsfolvcd,

That the march of the New Jerfey Bat-

talion of Militia to Netu York be countermanded.

Refolved,

That orders iflue to quicken Colonel

Wayne in getting his Battalion ready ; and that, as

faft as he can get a Company properly equipped, he

caufe it immediately to march to Neiu Tork,

Rcfolvedy

That the Prefident tje direfted to write

to the Coiiveniion of New Torky and defire them

to inform Congrefs what progrefs they have made
in raifing the four Battalions recommended to be

raifed in that Colony for the defence of the fame.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow*

Friday,
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Friday, February 2 2,^ '77^* Feh.21,

Colonel Braxtoriy a Delegate from Virginia.^ at-

tending produced the credentials of his appoint-

ment which were readj as follows :

yirginia, in Convention, December 15. 1775.

The Convention, according to the order of the

day, proceeded to the appointment of a Delegtite

to reprefent this Colony in the General Congrefs,

in the room of the late honourable Peyton Ran-

dolphy Efq. and the Members having prepared

Tickets with the name of the Delegate j:o be ap-

pointed, and put the fame into the Ballot-box, Mr.
Thomas Liidivell Lee, Mr. Carringtoriy Mr. Digges,

Mr. William Cabell, and Mr. Carter of Lancajler

were appointed a Committee to examine the Ballot-

box, and report on whom the Majority fell, and it

appearing from their report, that there was a Ma-
jority of the whole Convention in favour of Carter

Braxton, Efq.

Refolved, therefore^

That the faid Carter Brax^

ion, Efq. be appointed a Delegate to reprefent this

Colony in the room of the late honourable Peyton

Randolph, Efq.

A Copy,

John Fazewell, Clerk of the Convention.

Refohed,

That the Secret Committee be direfted

to return to the Committee of Safety of Pennfyl-

vania, the Arms borrowed of them for the ufe of

the Continent.

H The

)
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Feb. 23. The Committee of Claims reported that there Is

^'^^^"^"^
dntf

To Francis Daimoriy for tranflating into French the

Rules and articles for the better regtilating the

Continental Troops, the fum of 1 3 - Dollars.

To Monfr, Mefplet for Pi'inting the Military Rules,

and French Letters to the Inhabitants of Canada,

the fum of 44 Dollars.

To Colonel Harrifony for expences of himfelf, Mr.

Lynch, and P>lr. Allen^ on their Journey to Neiv-

Tork, the fum of 150.9 Dollars.

To Jeremiah Traxler, for Provisions, &c. for /;?-

dians who were in Philadelphia in December laft,

the fum of 40.8 Dollars, and that the fame

ought to be paid to Mr. Kachlein.

To fundry Perfons for Rifles furnifhed Captain

Morgan?, Company, the fum of 11 8.3 Dollars,

which ought to be paid to Colonel Nelfouy and
charged to the faid Company.

To Clement JBiddle, for Shot-pouches, Powder-
horns, and Bullet-moulds, purchafed by him for

the Canada Regiment, the fum of 1 169.3 Dol-

lars.

To fundry Perfons for Blanket*s fupplied to Cap-
tain Priced company, the fum of 32.9 Dollars,

and the fame ought to be paid to George Read,

Efq.

To Captain Little, for Provifions for Guards at-

tending Captain Campbell, the fum of 9.5 Dollars.

To Ch'iflian Rhorbeck for necelTaries furnifhed to

feveral Prifoncrs of the 7th and 26th Regiments,

the fum of 9.4 Dollars, and that the fame ought
to be paid to Adam Kimmel,

To
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•To Henry Shits, for Rifles, &;c. furn"flacd to Cap- '?^''^- 23-

tain Stephenfofi's Company the fum of 77.6 Dol- "^

lars, to be charged to die faid Company.

Xo Adam Ebrajher, for attending fcveral French

NoblefTe, from Albany to Brijloly the fum of 3 ?

Dollars.

Orderedy

That the above Accounts be paid.

Refolvedf

That a Committee of five be appointed

to contract for the making of Muflcets and Bayonets

for the ufe of the United Colonies, and to conlidcr

of farther Avays and means of promoting and encou-

raging the ManufaiSture of fire-arms in all Parts of

the United Colonies.

The Members chofen, Mr. Paine, Mr. JVilfon,

Mr. Huntington, Mr. Lee and Mr. Morris.

Rcfolved,

That the letter of Mr. Chrijiopher

Lijingwell, dated the 29th of November 1775,
with fundry Papers relating to the Cargo of the

Brig Nancy, be referred to a Committee of three.

The Members chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Hu7i^

tington and Mr. Gerry.

Refolved,

That the fecret Committee be cm-

powered for the purpofe of procuring Arms and

Ammunition, to export the produce of thefe Co-

lonies, equal to the amount of that by them ex-;

ported in two Veflels lately taken by the enemy.

Rcfolved,

That the Committee, for fuperintending

tlic Treafury, Idc authorifed to employ one or more

Clerks
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F^Z-.z 3. Clerks for ftating, keeping, and liquidating the
^'"^''^^

public Accounts under their direftion, and to pro-

vide Books and a fultable Office for that purpofe.

That they have power to call upon the dliferent

Committees of Congrefs, Aflemblies, Convention^,

Councils, or Committees of Safety, Continental

Officers, and private Perfons, who have been or

fhall be intrufted with public Money, for their

accounts and vouchers, and for fuch other mate-

rials and information, as the faid Committee on

the Treafury fhall judge to be ufeful, in ftating,

checking, and auditing the public Accounts.

Refolvcdf

That it be recommended to the feveral

Aflemblies, Conventions, Councils, or Commit-

tees of Safety, and Committees of Correfpondence

and Infpecliou in the United Colonies, to exert

themfelves in devifing farther ways and means of

promoting and encouraging the Manufacture of

Salt-petre, and of introducing that Manufacture

into pr-ivate Families.

That it be recommended to the feveral Aflem-

blies and Conventions in the United Colonies, that

they immediately eftablifli public Works in each and

every County, in their refpeclive Colonies, at the

Expence of fuch Colonies, for the Manufacture of

Salt-petre, and appoint Committees of their own
Members immediately to fet up fuch rnanufaClures,

That it be recommended to the Aflemblies

and Conventions, Councils, or Committees

of Safety, of every Colony forthwith to ereft

Powder Mills in their refpeOive Colonies, and ap-

point
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point Committees to build fuch Mills, and pro- '^"^'- 23.

cure perfons well flcilled in the ManufaAure of "^

Powder, at the Expence of fuch Colonies.

That a Committee of this Congrefs to confifl: of

one Member from each Colony be appointed to

conlider of further ways and means of promoting

and encouraging the Manufa6tures of Salt-petrc,

Sulphur and PoAvder in thefe Colonies, and to cor-

refpond with the feveral Aflemblies and Conven-

tions, and Councils or Committees of Safety in

the feveral Colonics, that Congrefs may be, from

time to time, truly informed of the Frogrefs made

in thefe Manufa£lures.

The Members chofcn, Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Painey

Mr. HopkinSy Mr. Huntington., Mr. L. Morrisy

Mr. Sergeant y Mr. Humphreys., Mr. Ready Mr.
Pacdy Mr. Braxton, Mr. Hcives, Mr. E. Rut-

icdge and Mr. Bullock.

Ordered,

That the above Refolutions refpecling

Salt-petre &c. be publifhed.

It being reprefented that Captain Harman has

inllfted into his Company, and carried with him to

Canada, thirteen Servants without the confent of

their Mafrers.

Refolved,

That a Committee of three be appoint-

ed to enquire into this matter, and to report to

Congrefs.

The Members chofen, Mr. WUfoni Mr. 7/7/- •

lijigi Ml'. Wythe, Refolved^
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Feb, 2^. RefrJved,

That this Congrefs will on Monday next

refoive itfelf into a Committee of the Whole, to,

take Into confideration the Letters from General
• HaJIjingtony &c.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

'M.o^'DAY t February 26, 1776.
Feh. 26.
• ~'v^ A Letter from General Lift', dated 2 2d Inftant,

was read,

Refolvedy

.

That the fame be referred to a Com-
mittee of three.

/

The Members chofen, Mr. M'Keariy Mr. J.

Jdams, and Mr. L. Morris.

Refolvcd,

That an order be drawn on the Treafur-

crs in favour of Carpenter JVharton for the Sum of

6000 Dollars, he to be accountable.

A Petition from Lieutenant Jocelyn Feltham .of

the 26th Regiment, who was taken Prifoner at Ti-

conderoga was prefented and read, praying for

leave to so to Enrobe for the Ptecovery of his

Health.

Refolvedy

That the Prayer of his Petition be

granted.

A Pteprcfentation from the Committee of In-

fpetftion and Obfervation of the City and Liberties

of
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of Philadelphia, relative to VefTels loading with Feh.zS,
^

produce for Great-Britain^ Ireland^ and the Bri-

iijh JVeJi-Indies was prefented to Congrefs, and

read, whereupon

Refolvedy

That no velTcl loading for Great-Britain^

Ireland, or the Britijh JVeJi-Indies, be permitted

to fail until the further Order- of Congrefs ; and

that it be recommended to the different Commit-
tees of Infpection and Obfervation to fee- that this

refolution be carried into execution.

Ordered,

That the above Refolve be publifhed.

Refolved,

That a Committee of five be appointed

to examine and report the Numbers and Circum-

ftances of the Permits, and the Deftination of the

Vefiels, to which fuch permits have been granted',

for exporting the Produce of the Colonies, in

confequence of the Importation of Ammunition

and Warlike Stores ; and that the Reprefentation

of the Committee of Infpedlion and Obfervation

for the City and Liberties of Philadelphia on this

fubjedl be referred to the faid Committee.

The Members chofen, Mr. Dtiane, Mr. Chafer

Mr. IVlljon, Mr. Livingfton, and Mr. IVjthe.

A Letter from the Convention of New-Jerfey,

dated February 2,^th was read.

Refolved,

That the fame be referred to the Com-
mittee to whom the Letter from General Lee, was

this morning committed.

Refolvedf
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Feb. 26. Refohed,
^"^'^^^

That an order be drawii on the Tfcafu-'

rers in fatonr of the Delegates of Maryland far

the Sum of Twenty-two thoufand Dollars, to be

by them exchanged for Gold arxd Silver, and paid

back into the Treafury. '

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, February 27, 1776.
Feb. 27.
\,^ry^^ Refohedf

That Monf. Regonville be permitted to

go to Brljlol and fpend a Week with his Relations

there, and that, after that, he return' to Philadel-

phia.

Refolvedf

That the Sum of loo Dollars be -paid to

Monf. Dngan for his Jervices in the Caufe of the

United Colonies in Canada, and that it be recom-

jnended to the Commanding Officer of the Forces

of the United Colonies in that Province, to ad-

vance him to a Poft in the Army fuitable to his

,inerit and fcrvices.

The Committee, to whom the Letters from
Chrijiophsr Leffi-ngivcll and others concerning th^

Brigantine Nancy commanded by Thomas Davis

and her Cargo were referred, brought in their re-

port, which being taken into conlideration.

Refolved,

That the cafe of the faid Brigantine

and Cargo, pertaineth to the Judicature eftablifli-

cd in the Colony of CcnneFlicut for hearing and de-

termining matters of the fame kiud.

The



FEBRUARY, 1776. 6j

The Congrefs taking into confideration the Re- ^'^'•27.

port of the Committee appointed to confider into

"tvhat depa:rtments the middle and fcuthern Colo-

iiics ought to be formed.

Refolvcd,

That Nc^V'Torh, NciO Jcrfey, Pennfyl^

vania, the Lowei' Counties on Dclaxvare, and Jl/rf-

i-ylandy be put into one Departmeut under the com-

mand of one Major General, and two BrigadierG

General with proper Staff.

That Virginia, North Carclind, South Carolina,

and Georgia be put into one other Department, un-

der the command of one Major General, and three

Brigadiers General with proper Staff".

That Friday next be affigncd for the election of

the Maj<jrs General, Brigadiers General, and StafF

Officers in the foregoing Departments.

Refolvcd,

Tliat it be recommended to the Cons

vention of New Jsrfey, to have the Cargo of the

tranfporc Blue J\Icu?:tain Valley landed, and fe-

cured in fomc fafe place till fiu-ther Orders of Con-
grefs.

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. ,
.

Wednesday, February 28, i'^yGi

tiefohed,
'

^^,328.

That General Lee be direcT:cd not to\..,^Y-Nj

I proceed
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Feb.2%- proceed to Canada, until he receive further orders

^^'^'^frotii Congrefs,

The Committee to whom the Letters from Ge-
neral Lee and the Convention of New Jerfej virere

referred, brought in their report which was read.

Refolved,

That the conllderation thereof be pofl-

poned till to-morrow.

Refolvedj

That the fecret Committee be dire<^ed

to repay to the Delegates of North Carolina, the

four hundred weight of Powder borrowed of that

Colony.

The Committee on Prifoners, to whom the Lettct

from the Committee of Safety of Pennfylvania was

referred, brought in their report, which was takea

into coniideration, and thereupon,

Refolved,

That the Committee of Infpeflion and

Obfcrvatlon, for the County of Berks in Pennfyl-

vania, be authorifcd and requefted to contraft

upon reafonable terms for the fubfiftence of fuch

of the Prifonei'S now in Reading, as are not fup-

plied by Mr. Frajiks , together with the "Women and

Children belonging to all the Prifoners there, and

for fuppiying them with fire-wood and other things

abfolutely neccffary for their fupport.

That the Committee of Infpedlion and Obferva-

tion for the Counties, Diftr:6ts, or Towns affigned

for the relldence of Prilbner*; be impowered to fu-*

perintend their conduilt, snd in cafes of grofs mif-

behaviour



FEBRUARY, 1776. ^^

behaviour to confine them, and report to Con- Feh.2S'

greis the proceedings had on fuch occalions.
v^/vn^

Refelvedy

That the Committee of Safety of Pennfyl-

V(;inia, agreeable to tne offer made by them of their

fervice, of which Congrefs have a proper fenfe^

be authorifed to diflribute the OiBcers, who are

Px'ifoners in Lancajier, in fuch places within the

province of Pennf^lvama^ as to that Committee

iliall feem mofl: proper ; taking their Parole, which

if they refufe to give, the faid Committee are im-

pcwered and diredled to confine them; and that

in executing this refolve, the faid Committee have

regard to the refolutions heretofore made by

Congrefsj with refpedt to Prifoners and their xt^->

dence.

A Petition of Anthony MarmajoUy mafier and

owner of the Brig Little Polly of the Ifland of

Martinique^ was prefented to Congrefs and read,

Tvherevipon,

Refolvedy

That IVJonfieur Mannajou be permitted

to loaid the Brigantine Little Polly, -yvith the pro-

duce of thefe Colonies (horned cattle, fheep, hogs,

poultry, and lumber for making cafks excepted)

and export the fame iq Martinique.

Refq^lvedf

That an order be drawn on the Trea-

surers, in favour of Mr. J. Meafc^ for the fum of

twenty t;houfand Dallars, he to be accountable.

the
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Fei'.2S. The ComrpittcC) to whom tlxe Letters from Gc-

V'^^'^^neral Schuykr) dated the lofh and 13th of Fe-r

bruarjiy and the Papers therein mentioned were

referred, brought in their report, which was rakeii

into confideration, Avhe^'eupon,

That a fiifficient quantity of Steel be

feut to General Schiiyhr, or the commanding Of-

ficer at Jlbanyt for the Armourers and the BUck?

fmiths who are appointed to go and wox'k for the

Indians^ and, that the DHegates of Nciv Jerfey be

defired to provide and forward the fame.

That an accojint of the Money paid to the Penn-

[ylvania T^roops, who have marched to Canada, 1^5

fent to General Schuyler.

That the Deputy Mufter-Mafter General, Cunning.

Bedford^ Efq; be directed to repair to his po^:

forthwith in the northern Army in Cannda, an4

that he mufter the Troops once in every Month,

and make returns to ^ongrefs and the comm^vnd-

ing Officer.

That the orders givjsn by General Schuyler^ m
his Letter of the 12th inftant, to Lieut, ColonfJ

JVarner be approved.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, February 29, 1776.

Ffh.2(). The Colony of New Hampjhireli^v'mg appointed

^-"VNJ Delegates for the prefent vear, JViUiam Whipple^
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jEfq-, one of the fiiid Delegates attended and pro- Fc'kic).

/duced the credentials o£ their appointment, which

.were read as follows.

*' Colony of- New Hamp&ire, in the House o7

PtEFKESjENTATiVEs, January 23, 1776.

'' Votcch

That Jofuih Bartlctt, John Langdon^

^nd IVWuim Whipple, Efqrs. be and hereby arc -ap-?

pointed Delegates to reprefent this Colony in the

Continental Congrefs at Philadelphia, for the terni

(jl one Year from this time, any one of them in

the alifence of the others to have full power to re-

prefent. this Colony, and that not more than two of

them attend at one tinie. Sent vp for concurrence.

p. White, Speaker.

In Council, £odem die,

Read and concurred. .

E. Thompson, Secretary.

A true Copy from the Journal of Council,

Jttejl. E. Thompson, Secretary.''^

A Letter of the r 4th from General IVaf.nngton,

-Jnclofrng a Letter from Lord Drwnmond to General

ftobiiifon, and fundry other Papers, was read.

Agi'ceable jo the order of the day, the Congrcfg

j\'foIve^
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F^i. 29. refolved itfelf into a Committee of thewholc, to

^^''^^^take into confiJeration the Letter from General

Waflnngton of the 9th inftant, and the trade of the

Colonies after the ift of March, and after fomc

time the Prefident refumed the Chair,' and Mr.

Wai-d reported that the Committee not having come

to a conclufion, defired him to move for lea^ to

fit again.

Refolvedy

That this Congrcfs will, to-morro"w,

again refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole,

to take into farther confideration the Letter froni

Genei-al Wajhington, and the Trade of the Colonics,

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.
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A
Friday, March i. 1776.

Letter from the Committee of Safety of

New Hampfhirey with a Petition from the^"''"-^'

faid Colony, and fundry other Papers were read.

JRe/olved,

That the fame be referi-ed to a Com-
mittee of three.

The Members chofen, Mr. IVythej Mr. Braxtony

and Mr. Franklin.

A Petition from the Inhabitants of Falmouth be-

ing prefented was read.

Rcfolvedy

That it be i-eferred to a Committee of

three.

The Members chofen, Mr. JV. Livingjlouy Mr.

Read, and Mr. Paca.

A Letter from J. Meafe CommifTai-y, with fun-

dry Queries to which he requerts tiie anfwers of

Congrefs, that he may know how to condudl in

K the
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Mar.i.tiiQ Bnflnefs intrufted to Ixim, was laid before Con-

^^^^'^'''^grefs and read, " '

Refolved,

That the fame be referred to a Com-
mittee of three.

The Members chofen, Mr. Rutkdge, Mr. Paine,

and Mr. He-wes.

A Memorial of the Merchants, Traders^ and

others, of the City of Philadelphia^ was prefented

and read.

Refolvedy

That it be referred to a Committee of

the whole.

The General AfTembly of Mafacbufetts-Bay

having tranfmitted to Congrefs a ftate of the Ac-
counts of their Colony againft the Continent.

Refolved,

That they be referred for liquidation

to the Committee of Claims.

Refolvedj

That an addition of thirty-four Dol-

lars a month be added to the pay of Jcfeph Read^

Efq. Secretary to General JVaJhington, on Account
of the extraordinary fervices at prefent attending

that Office, by reafon of the General's diredlion of

the Naval Department.

Refolved,

That this Congrefs will to morrow re-

folve itfelf into a Committee of the whole, to take

into confideration the Letter of General JVaJJjing-

ton of the 1 4th, with the Papers enclofcd.

Refolvedf
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Refolvedy Mar.u

That the Seciet Committee be direfled^'"''''^^^

to treat with the owners of fome Medicines lately

impoited, aud to purchafe the fame on the moft

I'ealbnible Terms for the ufe of the Continent.

R :folved,

That Major-General Lee be appointed

to take the command of the Continental Foixes in'

the Southern Department.

The Congrefs proceeded to the Election of fix

Brigadier-Generals, and the Ballots being delivered

in and examined the following Gentlemen were

qhofen.

John Jrniflrongi Efq.

William Thompfon^ Efq.

Andrew Le-wisy Efq.

James Moore ^ Efq.

The Right Honourable Williamy Earl of Sterling.

Robert Hovje, Efq.

Refolvedy

That Brigadier General Armjlrong be

directed to repair to South-Carolina^ Brigadiers

Lewis and Howe to Virginia^ and Brigadier Moore

to North Carolina, and to take the command of

the Forces in thofe refpedlive Colonies, until they

receive further orders from Congrefs or a fuperior

Officer.

Refolvedj

That Brigadier General Thompfon be

directed to repair to New-Tork.

T he orders of the day being pollponed,

Adjourned
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Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, March ^, 1776,

Mar. 4. Rcfohedj
'-^^'"^ That Mr. Jlfop be appointed a Member

of the Committee of Claims in the room of Mr.
Lewis who is abfent, and Mr. U'hippie in the room
of Mr. Bartlettf who deiires to be excnfed from
that fervice.

Refolved, i

That in cafe of the abfence of any

{landing Member of the Committee of Claims, the

Delegates of the Colony to which he belongs, be

impowered to nominate one of their number to

a£t in the ftead of the abfent Member, till his re-

turn.

Sundry Letters and Papers were received and

read, viz.

A Letter from the Convention of Neiv-Torkt of

- 7.Sth. February inclofing a recommendation of Gen-

tlemen for Field Officers of the four Battalions or-

dered to be raifed in that Colony.

A Memorial from fundry Merchants of Mon-
trea/^

A Refolution of the Committee of Infpe£lion

for the County of Jccomac,

Two Letters from Brigadier General Woojier q£

the I ith and 13th February, with feven Papei's

enclofed.

Two
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Two from Brigadier GeneraUrnold, of the ift^^^r.4.

and 1 2th oi February.

Four from General Schuyler of the 15th, 20th,

2 ith, and 23d of the fame Month,

One from General Lee of the 29th,

One from the Convention of Nexu-Hampjhirey

of the 8 th.

And one from the Committee of Safety o£Venn~

fylvania.

Refolve'd,

That the Memorial from the Merchants

,of Montrealy be referred to a Committee of five.

The Members chofen, Mr. Wilfon^ Mr. J. Adams^

Mr. W. LivingJloHy Mr. R. Morris, and Mr. Tilgh-

man.

That the Refolution from the Committee of

j^ccomacy be referred to the Committee of the

whole Congrefs.

That the Letters from Major Generals Lee and

Schiiylery and from Brigadier Generals JVooJier and

Arnold be referred to the Committee appointed to

prepare Inftru<fl:ions for the Commiffioners to Ca-

nada.

That the other Letters be referred for confide-

ration till to-morrow.

The
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Mar. 4. The Committee appointed to examine and re-

y""^—'port the Niimber and Circumftances of the Per-

mits granted for exporting produce &c. brought

in their report, which was taken into confidera-

tion whereupon

Refolvedy

That the Reftraint be taken off, which

by a Refolve of the 26 of laft Month was laid up-

on Veffels loading or loaded with Produce for

Ct^eat-Britairiy Ireland or the Britifi Weji-Indies

in confequence of permiffions granted for Arms
and Ammunition imported into thefe Colonies.

Refolvedy

That the feci-et Committee be directed

with all poflible expedition to fend, under a

Guard, ten tons of Powder to Cambridge for the

Ufe of the Army under the Command of General

Wajhington.

The Committee to whom the Memorial from

fundry [nhabitants of Northumberland^ and the Pe-

tition from the Inhabitants near Pifjlurg were re-

ferred, brought in their report, which was read.

Ord^rsd,

To lie on the Table for the Perufal of

the Members.

Rf/blvedf

That Colonel Beletre^ Major Longeuil,

and Captain Lotiinierey three of the Canadian Pri-

foners who are at Brijiol in Pennfylvaniay be per-

mitted to come to Philadelphiay to confer with the

Committee on Prifoners.

The Order ot the Day being renewed.

Adjourned
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Adjonrned to ten o'clock to-morrow. Mar. 4.

Tuesday, March 5. 1776.

Two Letters from General Schuyler of the 26 &
27 February, with four papers inclofed, among

"Jj

which a Letter from James Deane to General

Schiiyler of the 24th of the fame Month.

Refolvedy

That the Letter from James Dear.e be

referred to a Committee of three.

The Members chofen, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. I^ytbc,

and Mr. IV. Livingjlon.

The Congrefs took into confideration the Re-

port of the Committee on the Memorial fi'om the

Inhabitants of Northumberland, ^c. whereupon
Refolved,

As the faid Memorial relates merely to

difputes between the Mcmorialifls and other Liha-

bitants of faid County, and to complaints againfb

Juftices of the Peace of the faid county, and as the

common Courts of Judicature, and efpecially the

Legillature of the Colony of Pennfylvania are alto-

gether competent for remedying the Grievances

complained of, that the faid Memorial with the

Papers therewith delivered, be tranfmitted to the

AfTembly of faid Colony.

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a Com-
mittee of the Whole, to take into confidcr.ition

the Letter from General Wajhiv.gton of -he 14th of
February, and the Papers inclofed, and after fome

time
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Mar.^. tinie the Prefident refumed the Chair, and Mr.
*

*'
'Harrifon reported, that the Committee have had

under confideration the Letter and Papers to tbem

referred, but have come to no relolution thereon.

Refolvcdy

That the Letter from General IVaJhing-

ion, fo far as it has not been coniidered by the

Committee of the Whole, be referred to the Com-
mittee, to whom his other Letters of the 24 & 30tli

of January were referred.

The Order of the Day being renewed. '

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow.

WEDNESl)Ay, March 6. 1776.

I^T .^ A Letter from General Wajhington of the 26th

t ^
iFehruary was read.

Refolvedy

That it be I'eferred to the Committee to

whom his other Letters are referred.

A Letter from J. Palmer inclofing a Report of

a Committee of the General AiTembly of MaJJaehu-

fetts-Bay refpedling Lead, was read.

Rcfolvedi

That the Committee appointed on the

3 1 of July laft, to enquire in all the Colonies after

Virgin-lead, Leaden-ore, and the beft Method of

colledling, fmelting, and refining it, and alfo the

' cheapeft and eafiell Methods of making Salt in

thefe Colonies, be difcharged, and that the Bufi-

nefs of the fald Committee be referred to the Com-
mittee
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mlttee appointed on the 23 of February lafl, to Mar.6.

confider of farther ways and means of promoting ~^ '

and encouraging the Manufadlure of Salt-petrc, Sec.

Refolvedy

That the Letter from J. Palmer with

the inclofed Report be referred to the lafl me#itioQ-

cd Committee^ /

A Letter from General IVaJhingfon dated i8tk

and 2 1 ft of February laft, incloiing the Procecd-

higs of a Council of V/ar was read.

lie/olvedy

That Brigadier-General Thomas be ap-

pointed to command the Forces in Canada^ and

that General JVafiington be directed to order him

immediately to repair to that Province.

Refolvedy

That Brigadier-General Thomas be pro-

moted to the Rank of a Major-Generat, and that

a Commiffion be fent to him accordingly.

Ordered^

That the Prefident acquaint General

Wajlnngton by exprefs o^ this arrangement.

Refolvedy

As fundry Members of the Marine Com-
mittee are abfent, that their places be fupplied by

Mr. Huntingdon for Connetlicut.

Mr. Sergeant for Ne-w-Jerfcy.

Mr. Harrifon for Virginia.

Mr. F. Rutledge for South-Carolina.

Refolvedy

That the fecret Committee be dircfted to

fend five Tons of Powder to Nc-cU-Tork for the

L Ufc
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Mar.6.\J{c of the Continental Troops there, and five Tons-
''-'"^"'^of Powder to the Southern Department for theUfd

of the Troops in faid Department.

That the faid Committee be directed to return

to the Colony of Maryland the Powder borrowed

by Mr. Harrijon^ and to the Colony of New-Tork

and to the Committee of Safety of Pennfylvania the'

Powder borrowed of them.

That the faid Committee be directed to deliver

to the Delegates of the Dsla-ware Government one

Ton of Powder, for which they are to be accounta-

ble, and to the Delegates of Neiv-Jerfey one ton of

Powder, for which that Colony to be accountable.

Refolvedi

That the Pi-efident inform General

Schuyler^ that the Congrefs judge it neceflary Yicr

Ihould remain at Albany to make the proper Ar-
rangements refpe<ft:ing the Army deftined for Cana-

da and therefore that he efkablifh his head-quarters

at Albany until further orders,

Refolved,

That Th{ymas Bullet^ Efq; be appointed

Deputy Adjutant General in the Southern Depart-

ment, with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. i

Refolvedj

That the Secret Committee be dire£led

to deliver to Colonel Wayne the Arms in their pof- i

feffion, for the ufe of his Battalion, retaining fo

many as will be neceflary for the Guard that is to

attend the Powder to Cajnbridge.

Tkc
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Tlie order of the day being renewed. 3Jar.6.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday March 7, 1776.

A Letter from General JVafiington of the 9th of Mar. j.

February^ and a Letter from General Schuykr of'^"'''^'^'''^

the 23d of the fame month, were received and

read.

Refolvedj

That an order for one hundred thou-

fand Dollars be drawn on the Treafurers, in fa-

vour of the Delegates of ConneElicuty in part of

the Money advanced by faid Colony on account of

the Continent ; and that the faid Colony be defired

to fend forward their Accounts with proper

Vouchers, in order for liquidation and payment.

The Congrefs being informed that Ifaac Ptielchior,

on the evening of Saturday laft, treated the Pre-

fident of this Congrefs with great rudenefs, and

made ufe of feveral difrefpcdlful and contemptuous

fxpreffions towards him and this Congi-efs.

Orderedi

That the faid Ifaac Melchior attend the

Congrefs to-morrow morning at eleven o'clock to

anfwer for his condu<Sl.

Rcfolvedf

That Edward Hand, Efq; be promoted

to be Colonel of the battalioa of riffle-meo in th^

Army
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Mar.
-J. Army at Cambridgej and James ChamberSy Efqj to

^^''"^''^^be Lieutenant Colonel of the fame.

Thnt William JVindSf Efq; be promoted to be

Colonel of the firfl: New Jerfey Battalion, and that

Matthias Ogden, Efq; be appointed Lieutenant

Colonel of the fame.

Refolved,

That the Committee on qualifications

be directed to fupply the iirft and third Neiv Jerfey

Battalions with proper medicine chefts and iriftru-

ments.

A letter from Lord Sterling, with affidavits, re-

lative to the capture of the Jmboy Packet-boat,

was laid before Congrefs and read.

Refolvcdj

That it be referred to the Committee to

whom the letters from General IVafiington were

referred.

The Committee, to whom the Letter from the

Committee of Safety of New Hampjljire was re-

ferred, brought in their report which was read.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there

is due.

To Hall and Sellers, for printing the Continental

Bills of Credit, the fum of 1735.4 Dollars.

To Frederick Becking, for J02 reams of Paper for

the Continental Bills of Credit, the fum of 707.2

Dollars.

To the eitate of David Hall, deceafed, for fta-

tionaiy
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tlonary for the fervice of Congrefs, the {um o? ^tar.j.

50.6 Dollars.

To Robert Er-wiriy for twenty Cords of Wood, the

fum of 80 Dollars.

To JVallore Mengy for Canteen Straps, the fum of

84.3 Dollars.

To Jared Tracey^ for carrying Money from Phi-

ladelphia, to Cambridge y the fuui of 36 Dollars,

and that the fame ought to be paid to Jofiah

Bartletty Efq.

To fundries on certificates for Provifions furnifhed

feveral rifle companies, the fum of 35 '3 Dollars,

and that the fame ought to be paid to John

JIfop i Efq.

To Thomas Apty, for boarding feveral Prifoncrs '

taken from on board the Rel^ecca and Jmiy the

fum of 54.7 Dollars.

To Robert Erwiriy for waggonage, the fum of

637.7 Dollars.

Orderedy

That the above Accounts be paid,

jRefolvedy

That to-moiTOw be afllgned for deal-

ing the Field Officers of the four Batallions ordered

to be raifed in the Colony of New-Tork.

TJie order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrcw.

FRIDAr
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Agreeable to the oi-der of the day, the Congrefs

proceeded to the eledlion of Field Officers of the

four Battalions, ordered to be raifed in the Colony

of New-Tork for the defence of the faid Colony,

and the Ballots being taken, the following Gentle-

men were chofen:

/Alexander M^Dougal, Efq; Colonel of the ift Ba-

tallion.

Herman ZcdvjltZy Efq',^Lieutenant Colonel, do.

Jofeph Benedicly Efq; Major, do.

James CUnlony Efq; Colonel of the 2d Battalion.

Henry B. Livingjlony Efq; Lieutenant Colonel, do.

Peter P. Schuyler^ Efq; Major, do.

Frederick Wufenfelsy Efq; Lieutenant Colonel of

the -jd Batallion.

John Fijhery Efq; Major, do.

Cornelius D. Wynkoop^ Efq; Colonel of the 4th Ba-

tallion.

Philip Courtlandt^ Efq: Lieutenant Colonel, do.

John Nicholfony Efqj Major, do.

The Congrefs being informed that Mr. Melchior

was attending agreeable to the order of yefterday;

Orderedf

That he be called in.

Mr. Melchior appearing, the particulars of the

charge were repeated to him, and on his afluring

the Houfe of his not remembering his having bc-r

haved with the difrefpect mentioned, owing to the

particular circumftanccs he happene4 to be under,

and
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and aflcing pardon of the Congrefs and Prefident Mar.<)

for his indecent behaviour.

Ordered^ ^
That in confideration of Mr. Melchior%

former fervices and his prefent conceffions, he be

difmifled from farther attendance.

The Committee to whom the Letters from Major

General Lee^ Major General Schuyler^ Brigadier

General Woojler, and Brigadier General Arnold

were referred, brought in their report, which was

taken into confideration, whereupon,

Refolvedf

That the Cominiflioners appointed to

go to Canada^ be defired to inquire into the caufe

of the imprifonment o^ the Ofticers of Militia in

that Country and others, and take fiich meafures

in concert with the Commanding Officer of the

Continental Forces there, for their enlargement or

confinement, as are confiftent with the principles

of Juftice and the fafety of the United Colonies.

That the provifions made by General Lee and

General Schuyler to fupply the Army in Canada.

with pork, the dire^Slion given by General Les to

have Wheat ground into Flour for their ule, and his

contract with the company of Carpenters be ap-

proved ; and that Mr. Peter Zabrifnis^ of Hac~

kinfack^ be employed to tranfport the Pork, to be

procured in Nexv Jerfey, to HiidJon\ Rivsrf ac-

cording to General Schi!yler\ delire.

That when the articles fpecified, in the rations

allowed to the Prifoners of War, cannot be pro-

cured.
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Mar.8. cured, the Perfons who fupply them with other

^^"''""''^^provilions be intitlcd to eight-pence, New-York

currency, or .'- of a Dollar per day for every

Prifoner;

That Indians be ndt employed as Soldiers iri the

Armies of theUnited Colonies, before the Tribes, to

which they belong, fhall in a National Council, held

in the cuftomary manner, have confented there-

unto, nor then without exprefs approbation of

Congrefs.

That Genei'al Schuyler be dire£led to provide

fuch a number of Batteaus for the fervice iri Cu"

naduj as fhall be fufiicient for it.

That General Schuyler be defired to purchafe the

Cloth, which Mr. Henry of Albany hath for Tents.

Refolvedf

That a Committee of three be appointed

to inquire and report the beft ways and means of

fupplying the Army in Canada with provifions and

neceffaries.

The Members chofen, Mr. Gerry, Mr. IVolcoft,

and Mr. L. Morris.

Refolvedy

That an Order for 10,000 Dollars be

drawn on the Treafurers, in favour of the Com-
mittee appointed to contract for the making of

Mufquets, the faid Committee to be accountable.

A
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A Letter fi'om Colonel Hazenj of the i8th of ^^J^.S.

February laft, incloiing an account and eftimate of ~^

the Loffes he has fuftained, was received and read.

Refolved,

That the fame be referred to Mr.

Wythe, Mr. Sherman, Mr. IFard, and Mr. S. Jdams,

who are direfted to examine the faid account, and

report upon the feveral Articles.

A Letter from Governor Trumbull, of the 2d,

and a Letter from General Lee, of the 5th, being

received were read.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, March 9. 1776.

Refolved,

That a Letter be written to Generalil*9'
Wajloington, defiring him to fend Captain Connor

of the Rifle Battalion to Philadelphia, the Congrefs

having occafion to employ him in the Southern

Department.

The Committee appointed to prepare Inftruc-

tions for the Commiffioners going to Canada,

brought in a draught which was read.

Ordered,

To lie on the Table for the perufal of

the Members.

Two Petitions, one h'OYC\ Stephen Decatur, Mafter

of the Schooner VEfperience, and one from John

Baptifto Hugonence, Mafter of the Tartar the

M Marc
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Mar.g.fljarc Jnthonyy were prefented to Congrefs and
^''^'''^^'^read, praying leave to export certain fpecies of

Produce, on conditions fpccified in their Petitions.

Refolvcdy

That the Prayer of faid Petitions be
q:ranted.

Refolved,

That a Committee of five be appointed

to take into confideration the Hate of the Colonies

in the Southern Department.

The Members chofen, Mr. Johnfon^ Mr. Jay^ Mr-

J. AdamSy Mr. Sergeanty and Mr. Sherman.

Refolvedy

That the following Gentlemen be ap-

pointed and authorized to fign and number the Bills

of Credit of four Millions of Dollars, now emit-

ting, viz.,

Samuel MorriSy John Kaighny Nicholas Garrifom

Jofeph IVatkins, Aiithony MorriSy Frederic Kuhl,

Matthew Clarkfony John Ordy William Webby Ifaac

Hazlehurjiy Thomas MorriSy Mordecai Lewis, Cor-

nelius BarneSy Jonathan B. Smithy Robert Tucknifs,

Thomas Coombe, Daniel Clymery George Campbell^

Jofeph Parkery Robert EvanSy Adam Hublyy Joel

EvanSy John Meafey John Piirviancey Robert Hazle-

hurjiy Walter Shecy Jofeph Redmany Phineas Bondy

William MaflerSy John Saltery John Howardy Thomas

Leechy Thomas Smithy Philip Kinfey y Robert Roberts,

Ifaac Howelly James Milligan, Tench Tilghman,

Jofeph Bullocky David Duncany John Shawy Jun;

James Johufon, Bsnjamiii Brannaiiy Samuel Sellers,

Ifaac Pearfony John Sellers, Benjamin Jacobsy Ifrael

. . Wheeler,
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Wheeler, Jofiah HeweSy Andrew Tybout^ GeorgeMar. ^.

Douglafs, Peter Stretch, Samuel C. Morris, Samuel''''-^''^^^

Hillcgas, Nathan Sellers, George Gray, ^uvx, James

Ajh, Samuel Majfey, John Williams^ and William

Coats.

Refolved,

That before the Signers enter upon
their Office, they fhall refpedllvely take an Oath or

Affirmation before any Magiftrate, which fhall be

filed with the Committee of Treafury, to the fol-

lowing effefl ; that they fhall well and truly fign

and number all the Bills to be delivered to them

by the Infpeflors of the Prefs appointed by the Con-

grefs, and the fame fo figned and numbered, fliali

deliver or caufe to be delivered to the Continental

Tfeafurers, or one of them.

And for avoiding the dangers from Fire, Rob-
bery, or Negligence.

Refolved,

That the Infpeftors of the Prefs fliall

not deliver to any Clafs of Signers more than two

Parcels of two hundred Sheets each, to be in their

hands at any one time.

Refolved,

That no Oath by way of Teft be impof-

ed upon, exacted, or required of any of the Inha-

bitants of thefe Colonies, by any Military Officers.

Refolved,

That the Secret Committee be directed

to deliver one Ton of Powder to the Delegates o£

Maryland, for the public Service in that Colony.

The feveral matters to this day referred being

poftponed. Adjourned
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Adjourned^ to ten o'clock on Monday next.

Monday, March ii, 1776.

Ma.xi. j^ Letter from Lord Sterling; of the 8th inclof-

ing three rapers ; and,

A Letter of the Convention of Ne-w-Tork of the

7th, incloling an application from Patrick Sinclair^
' a Prifoner for leave to return to Europe^ virere laid

before Congrefs and read.

The Congrefs taking Into confideratlon the Let-

ter from the Convention of Neiu-Torky and the ap-

plication of Mr. Siyiclair.

Refolvedy

That Patrick Sinclair be allowed to re-

turn to Europe.

Refolved,

That an order for 2500 Dollars be

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Mr. Aljop,
\

Mr. Lewis ^ and Mr. Sherman to enable them to

pay for the Shoes purchafed by them for the

Northern Army.
Refolved^

That a Committee of three be appointed

to confer with General Lee^ refpedling the way<^

and means of defending Nexv-Tork,

The Members chofen, Mr, R. Lee, Mr. Whipple,

and Mr. Rutledge.

The Committe of Claims reported that there is

due,

To
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-, To Benjamin To-wuj for 789 Canteens, the fumof^'^.rr.
'

. 341.9 Dollars. K.r^r>^

Orderedf

That the fame be paid.

Refolvedi

That the Committee on qualifications

be diredted to provide fix Medicine Chefts for the

fix Virginia Battalions.

The Congrefs took into confideratlon the In-

ftrudtions to the Commiffioners going to Canadaf

and having fpent fome time thereon,

Refolvedy

That the farther confideratlon thereof

be pofl:poned till to morrow.

The matters to this day referred being pofl:-

poned.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow.

Tuesday, March 12. 1776.

Refolved,

That an order for 20,000 Dollars be^ ' *

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of James Meafe

Commiflary, he to be accountable.

A Petition from Edmund Ciijlisy and a Letter

from the Committees of Accomac and Northamp-

ton^ were prefented to Congrefs and read,

Refolvcdj

That the fame be referred to the Com-
mittee of the whole Congrefs*

A Letter
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Ma.jj. A Letter from fundry Inhabitants of Wejlmore-

^"^"^^"^ land, of the 6th inftant, was read.

Ordered to lie on the Table.

A Petition from Dr. Hall Jackfon, was prefent-

cd to Congrefs and read.

Ordered to lie on the Table.

The Congrefs then refumed the conflderation of

the Inftruftions to the Commiffioners going to Ca-

nadc^i and after fome time fpent thereon.

Refolvedy

That the farther confideration thereof

be poftponed till to morrow.

The Committee to whom the Letter from Colo-

nel Mofes HazeUi and the report of Perfons ap-

pointed to ftate the Account of lofles and damages

fuftained by him in Canada were referred, brought

in their report, which was read as follows.

** It appears to your Committee that the lofs

and damage fuftained by Colonel Hazen in Canada,

have not been eftimated with fufficient accuracy j

that fome of the articles enumerated in the Inven-

tory are prefumed to be over-rated, the quantities

cf feveral others reducible to exaftnefs in number,

weight, or meafure, are not afcertained, and the

reafons for the knowledge or belief of any of them

by the witneffes, are not explicit enough in their

examinations ; that although the grain, grafs, and

hay mentioned in the Account are admitted by Col.

Hazens
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jflazetiy In his Letter, to have been partly ^thvoy&dMa.ii,

by the Minifterial Troops, the whole value is ex-^'"''""'^^'"^

tended ; that the eftimates of the Crops are fo ge-

neral, it cannot be difcovered by what rule they

Were formed, or to what ftandard adjufted ; that

the damage done to the Dwelling-houfe, Stone-

houfe, Out-houfes, . Barn, and Farms, are not

particularifed or fpecifiedj that a confiderable part

of what a re-imburfement is claimed for, is Houfe-

hold-Furniture, Wearing-Apparel, Tools, Uten-

fils, Cables and Anchors, fuggefted to have been

plundered by the Troops of the United Colonies

and Canadians, who joined them ; and your Com-
mittee believe that no reparation of the like kind

hath yet been made by Congrefs ; and that the

profit which might have been made of the Mills and

Houfes, if the Owner had not been deprived of the

ufe of them, being merely contingent and conje<5lu-

ral, are fuch as have not ufually been made good
in limilar cafes." Whereupon,

Refolvedf

That the Commiffioners who are going

to Canada be dedred to appoint proper Perfons to

examine, ftate, and fettle an Account of the lofs

and damage Colonel Hazen hath fuftained in his

Property and Poflefflons in Canada^ by the Forces

of the United Colonies, and report the flime, with

any fpecial matters they may think fit, to Congrefs ;

annexing to their reports, the eftimates, examina-

tions of the witneiTes, and other Papers relative

thereto.

Rejolvedy

That if any of the Gentlemen appoint-

ed Field Officers in the four Battalions raifing ia

New York,
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Ma.\2.2^e"jj-Torky for the defence of that Colony, are pro-

^'""^''^^'^vided for in Canada^ they be direfted to continue

there, exercifing the Offices to which they are ap-

pointed, and that others be elected in their room

in the four Battahons aforefaid ; and that fuch of

them as are not provided for in Canada^ be directed

immediately to repair to theii: refpedlive Battalions.

The matters to this day referred being poft-

poned.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, March 13. 1776.

A Letter from the Committee of Ejfex in Nevj

M<^-iZ-Jerfeyy of the 7th, and a Letter from Captain /.
^"'^^'^""'^

Macpherfon of the 12 th were laid before Congrefs,

and read.

Refolvedy

That an order for 1000 Dollars be drawn oil the

Treafurers in favour of Samuel Fairlamby Con-

tradlor for fupplying Col. TVayne^s Battalion with

Rations, he to be accountable.

Refolved,

That the Bills drawn by the Treafurers

of North-Caroli?iay for the ufe of the Continental

Troops in that Colony be paid.

Refolvedy

That the Secret Committee be direfted

to fnpply the Colony of Maryland with 500 lb» of

Powder, for the ufe of Inhabitants of Cecil County.

Refolvedy

That a Committee of feven be appoint-

ed
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cd to inquire and report the beft ways and means -^'^^'^•i3«

of raifing the neceflary fupplies to defray the ex-

pences of the War for the prefent Year, over and

above the emiffion of Bills of Credit.

The Members chofen, Mr. John/on^ Mr. Duaney

Mr. Hewes, Mr. Gerry ^ Mr. R. Morris^ Mr. IVard^

and Mr. Wythe.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is ,

due,

To fundries, for expences incurred at the Oration

X in*Memory of General Montgomery, the fum of

94.3 Dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid

to Dr. Franklin.

Orderedy

That the fame be paid.

The Committee to whom the Memorial from the

Indian Traders at Montreal was referred, brought

in their report.

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a Com-
mittee of the whole, to take into confideration the

Memorial from the Merchants, Tradei's, and others,

Inliabitants of Philadelphia, the Memorial of Ed-

mund Ciijtis, the Letters from the Committees of

Accomac and Northampton, the Letters from Ge-
neral Wajhington, and the State of the Trade of

the United Colonies, and after fome time the Pre-

Udent refumed the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported

that the Committee have had under confideration

the matters referred to them, but not having come

N to
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7i1ir7.13.to any refolution defired him to move for leave to

lit again.

Refolved,

That this Congrefs will to-morrow re-

folve itfelf into a Committee of the whole, to take

into their farther conllderation the matters hereto-

fore referred to them.

Mr. JV. Livingjlon moved for leave to bring in a

refolution for appointing a Faft, which was granted.

Refohedy

That the Marine Committee be impow-
ered to purchafe the armed VefTel now in the rifer

Delaware^ on the moft reafonable Terms, for the

fervice of the Continent, and that her deflination

be left to faid Committee.

Refohedy

That the expences of the Horfes of Aids

de Camp, when travelling in the public fervice,

be charged to the account of the United Colonies.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, Mjr^Z> 14, 1776*

Ma.iA. '^^'^^ Committee appointed to confer with Gene-

^•v^-Zral Lee refpedting the defence of Nexv Torky

brought in their report which was read. Where-
upon

Refohedy

\ That e'ght thoufand Men be ordered

for the defence of the Colony of New Tork.

Refohedy

That Orders iiTue to Colonel Irivine,

Colonel
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Colonel Shee, and Colonel Magaw, of the Penn-Ma.ij^.

fylvania Troops, and to Colonel Dayton of the^-'^'"^^

New Jerfey Troops, to march immediately with

their refpe^live Battalions to I^ew Torky and put

themfelves under the diredtion of the Cpmmanding
Officer there.

A Letter from General P/-f/cc/ of the 14th, was

Mid before Congrefs and read.

B.cfolvedy .

That the Committee on Prifoners be

direiled to confer with General Prefect on the fub-

je£l of his Letter and report to Congrefs.

Refolvcdy

That it be recommended to the feveral

Aflemblies, Conventions, and Committees or

Councils of Safety, of the United Colonies, im-

mediately to caufe all Perfons to be difarmed withr

in their refpedlive Colonies, who are notorioufly

difaffe£l:ed to' the caufe of America, or who have

not AlTociated, and fliall refufe to Aflbciate to de-

fend by Arms thefe United Colonies againft the

hoftile Attempts of the Britijh Fleets and Armies
|

and to apply the Arms taken from fuch Perfons in

each refpedlive Colony, in the firft place, to the

arming the Continental Troops raifed in faid Co-

lony, in the next, to the arming fuch Troops as

are raifed by the Colony for its own defence, and

the refidue to be applied to the arming the Aflbci-

ators ; that the Arms v/hen taken be appraifed by

indifferent Perfons, and fuch as are applied to the

arming the Continental Troops be paid for by

Congrefs, and the refidue by the refpc<:tive Aflem-

blies,
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-^^-7.14.^165, Conventions, or Councils or Committees of

^-^'^^V^Safety :

Orderedy

That a Copy of the foregoing Refolu-

tion be tranfmitted by the Delegates of each Colo-

ny to their refpedtive Affemblies, Conventions, or

Councils or Committees of Safety.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is

due.

To William Hencher, for Waggon-hire in convey-

ing Captain -S/^t;^;z/o?z's Baggage, e^c. to Cambridge^

the fum of 58.3 Dollars, and that the fame

ought to be paid to Mofes Hunter.

To Rachel Stlile, for boarding feveral Officers Pri-

foners to the 8th of March inftant, the fum of

224.7 Dollars.

To Jofeph Fi?7eiir, for five hundred and eleven Tin

Cartridge Boxes, the fum of 221.4 Dollars.

Ordered,

That the above Accounts be paid.

The matters to this day referred being poft-

poned.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, March 15. 1776.

IMa.x^. Sundry Letters being received were laid before

Congrels and read, viz.

One from General JFafiingtcn of the 7th, with

two
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two Papei's Inciofed, with a number of intercept--^''i^'?-i5-

cd Letters.
v-orv^

Two from Lord Sterling of the i2th and 13th,

Qne from Lieutenant-Colonel y^Z/i^'/z of the 13th.

One from the Convention of Neiv Tork j andj

One from General Schuyler of the 6th.

Refolvedy

That the expences of the Horfes of Ge-

neral OfEcers, when travelling in the fervice of the

Continent, be defrayed by the United Colonies.

Refolvcdf

That four Muflcets and Bayonets be

lent to the Delegates oi Virginia^ for the ufe of the

Guards that accompany the Powder fent to that

Colony.

The Congrefs refolved itfelf into a Committee of

tlie whole, to take into confideration the ftate of

New Torky and after fome time the Prefident re-

fumed the Chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported that

the Committee have come to certain relblutions,

which they diredied him to lay before Congrefs,

which being done.

Refolvcdy

That Captain Nclfon with his Pxiflc

Company be direcled immediately to repair to Nciv

Tork.

Refolved,

That the Governor of Connc'3i.:ut, tlu^

Conventions or Councils or Committees ol Safety

of
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71/^.15. of New York and A'.^^ Jerfey be requefted to hold

^"^''^^ their Militia in readincfs to march in fuch nnm-
bers and at fuch times for the defence of New Tork,

as the Continental Commander at New Tork fhall

delire ; and that the Pay of the Militias called to

the defence of Nezu-Tork be the fame as that of the

Continental Troops raifed and employed in the

Middle Department, to commence from the time

they begin their march.

Refolvedy

That Lord Sterlihg be direfted to order

the Troops deftined for Canada to proceed on their

march, agreeable to their former orders.

The matters to this day referred being poft-

poned/

^Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, M<^/t/^ 16, 1776.

Ma^i6. A Letter from Lord Sterling of the 14th, in-

W'X'^clofing a Copy of general orders for the defence

of New York was laid before Congrefs and read.

Refolved,

That a Letter be written to Lord Ster-

lings directing him immediately to fend forward

the Powder deftined for Cambridge, unlefs he has

received exprefs advice from General IVaJhingtoif

that the enemy's fleet and army have failed out of

the harbour of Bojlcn.

Refolved,

That the Account of Mr. Price of

Canada be referred to the Committee of Claims.

A Petition
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A Petition from Coquataginta or Captain White ^'J^'^-'^(>'

^yesj was prefented to Congrefs and read,
"^

" *

Refohedy

Tnat it be refciTed to a Committee of

three.

The Members chofen, Mr. L. Morris ^ Mr. mi~
foHy and Mr. R. H. Lee.

Refolvedf

That Captain Duncan Campbell^ a Pri-

foner at Lancajler, be permitted to come to Phila"

dslphia to meet his Wife and Children, and there

irefide till further orders.

Mr. W. Livingjlon, purfuant to leave granted,

brought in a refolution for appointing a Faff,

which being taken into confideration, was agreed

to, as follows :

In times of Impending Calamity and Diftrefs

;

when the Liberties of Jmerica are imminently en-

dangered by the fecret Machinations and open

AiTaults of an infidious and vindictive Adminiftra-

tion, it becomes the indifpenfible Duty of thefe, hi-

therto free and happy Colonies, with true Peni-

tence of Heart, and the moft reverent Devotion,

publicly to acknowledge the over-ruling Providence

of God : to confefs and deplore oUr Offences ^
gainft him ; and to fupplicate his interpofition for

averting the threatened Danger, and profpering

our ftrenuous Efforts in the caufe of Freedom, Vir^

tue, and Poflerity.

The Congrefs, therefore, confldcring ihc war-

like
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i?l7.i6.lilce Preparations of the Britijl? Miniftry to fubverC
*^

^ 'our invaluable Rights and Privileges, and to reduce

us by Fire and Sword, by the Savages of the Wil-

\ dernefs, and our own Domeftics^ to the moft ab-

jeft and ignominious Bondage : Deiirous, at the

fame time, to have People of all Ranks and De-
grees, duly impreiled with a folemn Senfe of God's

fuperintending Providence, and of their Duty, de-

voutly to rely in all their lawful Enterprizes on his

Aid and Dire£lion do earneftly recommend,

that Friday i the 17th Day of May next, be obferv-

ed by the faid Colonics as a Day of Humiliation,

Failing, and Prayer ; that we may with united

Hearts confefs and bewail our manifold Sins and

Tranfgreffions, and by a fincere Repentance and

Amendment of Life, appeafe his righteous Difplea-

fure, and through the Merits and Mediation of

Jesus Christ, obtain his Pardon and Forgive-

nefsj humbly imploring his Affiftance to fruftrate

the cruel Purpofes of our unnatural Enemies; and

by inclining their Hearts to Juftice and Benevo-

lence, prevent the further EfFufion of kindred

Blood. But if, continuing Deaf to the Voice of

Reafon and Humanity, and inflexibly Bent on De-

folation and War, they conftrain us to repel their

hoftile Invalions by open reliftance, that it may
pleafe Z/?^ Lord of Hojlsy the God of Annies^ to

liLnimate our Officers and Soldiers with invincible

Fortitude, to guard and protedt them in the Day
of Battle, and to Crown the Continental Arms by

3ea and Land with Victory and Succefs : Earneft-

ly befeeching him to blefs our Civil Rulers, and the

Reprefentatives of the People, in their feveral Af-

femblies and Conventions*, to preferve and itrength-

cn
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en tlieir Union, to infpire them with an ardent di£-Ma.i6'

interefted Love F their Country ; to give Wifdom"' '^ '.

and {lability to their Councils ; and dire<ft them

to the moft efficacious Meafures for eftabliiliing the

Rights of Jynerica on the moft honourable and

permanent Bails that he would be gracioufly

pleafed to blefs all his People in thefe Colonies

with Health and Plenty, and grant that a Spirit of

incorruptible Patriotifm, and of pure undefiled Re-

ligion, may univerfally prevail •, and this Continent

be fpeedily reftored to the Bleffings of Peace and

Liberty, and enabled to tranfmit them inviolate to

the lateft Pofterity. And it is recommended to

Chriftians of all Denominations to aiTemble for

public Worfhip, and abftain from fervile Labour

on the faid Day.

Refolved,

That another Brigadier General he

appointed in the Continental Army.

The Ballots being taken and examined.

The Baron de Woedtke was elefted.

Refolved,

That Frederic William^ Baron de JVoedthey

appointed Brigadier General in the Army of the

United Colonies, be ordered ia:imediately to repair

to New Torh, there to remain until the Commiffi-

oners appointed to go into Canada (hall reach that

Colony: and that he be dire<fted to join and accom-

pany them into Canada^ and there ferve under the

Commander of the Continental Troops in that

Province.

O Refolved,
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Ma. i6. Refolvedy

' "^

'

That Carpenter Wharton continue, a-

greeable to his contradl, to fupply with rations the

Pennfylvania Battalions ferving in Neiv York.

A Petition from Jofeph Blewery and Daniel Ro-

hinfon was prefented to Congrefs and read.

Refolvedy

That it be referred to a Committee of
the whole Congrefs.

Thd' Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a Com-
mittee of the whole, to take into their farther con-

sideration the Memorial from the Merchants,

Traders, and others. Inhabitants cf Philadelphiay

the Memorial from Edmund Cujlisy and the Letters

from the Committees oi ^ccomae and Northampton,

and the Petition from Jofeph Blewer and Da^iiel

JRobinfon, &c. And after fome time the Prefident

refumed the Chair, and Mr« Harrifon reported

that the Committee have had under confideration

the matters to them referred, but not having cotne

to a concluiion, deiired him to move for leave to

:fit again.

Refolvedy

That this Congrefs will on Monday next

refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole, to take

into their farther confideration the matter's refier-

red to them.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday
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Monday, March 18. 1776. Ma.i^,

Refolvedy

That the Treafurers be dlrefted to lay-

on the Table an account of the Silver and Gold

Coin in the Treafury.

Refolvedy

That Monf. Arimdel be dix'efted to re-

pair to the Southern Department, and put himfelf

under the command of General Lee; and that

General Lee, if he find him capable, be dlrecfted

to employ him in the Artillery fervic.e.

Refolvcd,

That an order for 20,000 Dollars be

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Mr. James

Meafe, to be applied to the procuring neceflaries,

and to the payment of the fubfiftance of the Penn-

fylvania Battalions ; and that the Colonels be di-

redled to account with Mr. Meafe for the feveral

fums advanced to them.

The Congrcfs then refolved itfelf into a Commit-

tee of the whole to take into their farther confider

ation the Memorial 'from the Merchants, Traders,

and others, Inhabitants oiPhiladelphia ^xhQ Memorial

of Edmund Ciijlisy the Letters from the Committees

of ylccomac and Northampton^ and the Petition of

Jofcph Blcwer and Daniel Robin/on, ^nd after fome

time the Prefident refumed the Chair, and Mr.

Harrifon reported that the Committee have had

under coniideration the matters to them referred,

and have come to fundry refolutions, but that not

having concluded, they defired him to move for

kave to fit again.
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Ma.iB. Mr. Henry not having accepted the Commlffion

^'"''^'^'^of Colonel, the Congrcfs proceeded to the election

of a Colonel for the firft Virginia Battalion, and

the Ballots being taken,

JVilliam Chrljllan, Efq. formerly Lieutenant-Co-

lonel in faid Battalion, was elected Colonel ; and,

Francis EppesyEfq. formerly Major, was elected.

Lieutenant-Colonel ; and,

John Greeny Efq. was elefted Major.

Refolvedy

That this Congrefs will to-morrow

again refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole

to take into their farther confideration the matters.

referred to them.

Adjpurned to ten o'clock to morrow.

Tuesday, March 19. 1776.

Rejolvedy

That Monf. Dohicky Arundel be ap-

pointed a Captain of Artillery in the Continental,

fervicc

That General Lee be diredled to fet on foot the

raifing a Company of Artillery, and that it be re-

commended to the Convention or Committee of

Safety o£ Fi)~ginia, to appoint the other officers o£

the faid Company of Artillery.

A Letter of the 1,5 th from Colonel Dayton was

laid before Congrefs and read.o*

Be/ohed,
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Refolved,
^'^'^-^9'

That it be referred to the Committee' '' ',

for procuring Mufkets.

A Letter of the 1 7th from the Convention of

New-Jerfey was laid before Congi'efs and read.

Refolvedy

That Captain Woolverton with his Com-
pany be taken into the fervice of the United Co-

lonies ; and that he be directed to repair with his

Company as foon as properly armed and accoiiter-

ed, to Ne'w Torkj and put himfelf under the Com-
manding Officer there ; and that the pay of Captain

Woolverton\ Company commence from the time

they are provided with Arms and Accouti-ements.

A Letter from Colonel Belctrcy a Canadian Pri-

foner, and fundry Letters from Cameron and Smith

were read.

Refolvedy

That they be referred to the Committee

onPrlfoners.

Refolvedy

That the Secret Committee be directed

to fupply Captain Barry of the Brig Lexington v/ith

one Ton of Powder^

Ordered,

That the Committee, to wliom w^as re-

ferred the ftate and fituation of the Prifoneis at

Trentony report thereon as foon as polGble.

Refolvedy

That the fum of 250,000 Dollars be

fent to the Pay-Mafter General, for the ufe of the

Army under the immediate command of General

Wafhiugton^ That
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Ma.i^. That the fum of 50,000 Dollars be fent to Gc-
'—*<
—

'neral Schuylery for the ufe of the Army under his

command.

The Committee appointed to prepare Inftrufti-

ons to the Commiffioners going to Canaduy brought

in a draught of farther Inftruftions, and of a Com-
miffion, which was read.

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a Commit-
tee of the whole, to take into their farther confi-

deration the Memorial from the Merchants, Tra-

ders, and others, Inhabitants of Philadelphiay the

Memorial from Edmund Ciijiisy the Letters from

the Committees of Accomac and Northampton y and

the Petition of Jofeph Bleiver and Dajiiel Robhifon,

and after fome time the Prefident refumed the

Chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported that the Com-
mittee have had under confideration the Mattel's

to them referred, and have come to fundry refo-

lutions, which they diredled him to lay before

Congrefs.

The report of the Committee being read,

Refolvedy

That a Committee of three be appointed

to draw a Declaration purfuant to faid report, and

lay the fame before Congrefs.

The Members chofen, Mr. IVythey Mr. Jayy and

Mr. JVil/on.

Refolvedy

That it be an Inftruflion to faid Com-
mittee to receive and infert ^ claufe or claufes,

tluit

I
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that *• all Seamen and Mai'iners on board of Mer- Ma. 19,

chant Ships and Veffels, taken and condemned as*^ ^

Prizes, fhall be intitled to their Pay, according to

the terms of their Contrad, until the time of con-,

demnation.

The Committee to whom the Letter and Que-

ries of Mr. Mcafe were referred, brought in their

report which was read.

Ordered to lis on the Table.

Rcfolved,

That Mr. Whipple be appointed a Mem-
ber of the Marine Committee, and of the Com-
mittee for receiving the applications and examining

the qualifications of Gentlemen applying for Offices

in the Continental fervice.

The Committee to whom the Letters from Gtnt-

XTiX IVaJlsington of the 14th and 26th February laft,

and the Letter from Lord Sterling of the fame Month
were referred, brought in their report, which was

read, and the fame being taken into confideration,

Ri'folvedy

That the firft part thereof be re-com-

mitted.

Refolvedy

That the value of the paffage Boat,

Torki be made good to Michael Keaniey, Jun. the

owner thereof; it appearing that ihe was imprefled

into the Continental fervice, and employed in

taking the Ship Blue-Mountain Valleyy and for

that reafon afterwards feized and detained by or-

der of Captain Parker^ Commander of the Britifo

Ship
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Tfi^-ip.Ship of War, Phenix; and that Lord Sterling he
^—'^—'defired to appoint proper perfons to Value faid

Boat, and report fuch valuation to Congreis.

Refolvedy

That a Member be elected for the Secret

Committee in the room of Mr. Bartlett, who is

abfent.

The Ballots being taken.

Mr. R. H. Lee was eleded.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, March 20, 1776*

A Letter from Lord Sterling of the 1 6th, was

laid before Congrefs and read.

Refolvedy

That three Members be elected for the

Committee appointed to confider the propriety of

a War-Office in the room of three, who are necef-

farily abfent.

The Members chofen, Mr. Duane, Mr. R. H*

Lee, and Mr. Johnfon-

Refolvedy

That the fum of 3000 Dollars be advan-

ced to Colonel Magaw for the purpofe of purchaf-

ing Fire Arms for his Battalion, he to be account-

able.

Re/ohedy
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The Congrefs refumcd the confider.ition of the Ma.20.

Inftruftions and Commiffion to the Deputies or^^^^'''^^

Commiffioners going to Canada^ and the flime be-

ing debated by Paragraphs, Wv:re agreed to, as

follows :

Instructions, ^c.

Gentlemen^

You are with all convenient difpatch

to repair to Canada^ and make known to the Peo-

ple of that Country, the wifhes and intentions of

the Congrefs with refpedt to them.

Reprefent to them that the Arms of the United

Colonies having beeen carried into that Province

for the purpofe of fruflrating the deligns of the

Britijh Coui't againft our common Liberties, we

expe^l not only to defeat the hoftile machinations

of Governor Carlton againft us, but that we fliall

put it into the p«wer of our Cajiadian Brethren to

purfue fuch meafures for fecuring their own free-

dom and happinefs, as a generous love of Liberty

and found Policy (liall didlate to them.

Inform them, that in our judgment their Inte-

refts and oui's are infeparably united ; that it is

impoffible we can be reduced to a fervile fubmiiHon

to Great Britain without their fliaring our fate :

and, on the other hand, if we fhall obtain, as we

doubt not we fhall, a full eftablifhment of our

rights, it depends wholly on their choice, whether

P they
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Ma.2o.tliej will participate with us in thofe bleffings,or ftill

remain fubje^l to every a6t o£ Tyranny, which Bri-

ti/h Minifcers fliall plcafe to exercife over th^m.

Urge all fucli arguments, as your prudence fhall

fuggeft, to inforce our opinion concerning the mu-
tual intereft: of the two Countries, and to convince

them of the impoffibility of the War being conclu-

ded to the dlfadvantage of thefe Colonies, if we wife-

ly and vigoroufly co-operate with each other.

To convince them of the uprightnefs of our in-

tentions towards them, you are to declare that it

is our inclination, that the People of Canada may
,
fet up fuch a Form of Government, as will be moft

likely, in their judgment, to produce their happi-

nefs : And you are in the ftrongeft terms to aflure

them, that it is our earneft dcfire to adopt them,

into our Union, as a fifter Colony, and to fecure

the fame general Syftem of mild and equal Laws
for them and for ourfelves, with only fuch local

difFei-ences as may be agreeable tp each Colony
refpectively.

AfTure the People of Canada^ that we have no
apprehenfion that the Fretich vf'iW take any part

with Great Britain i but that it is their intereft,

and we have reafon to believe their inclination to

cultivate a friendly intercourfe with thefe Colonics.

You are from this, and fuch other reafons as

may appear moft proper, to urge the neceflity the

People are under of immediately taking fdme deci-

five ftcp, to put themfelves under the protedlion

of the United Colo^nies. For expediting fuch a

meafure.



MARCH, 1776, 115

.meafure, you are to explain to them our method ^^'^•20.

of colleding the fenfe of the People, and conduc-^'''''^^

ting our Affairs regularly by Committees of Obfer-

vation and Infpedlion in the feveral Diftridls, and

by Conventions and Committees of Safety in the

feveral Colonies. Recommend thefe modes to

them. Explain to them the nature and principles

of Government amon^ Freemen ; developing, in

contraft to thofe, the bafe, cruel, and infidious

defigns involved in the late Act of Parliament, for

making a more effectual provilion for the Govern-

ment of the Province of ^lebcc. Endeavour to

llimulate them by motives of Glory as well as In-

tereft, to affume a part in a Conteft, by which

they muffc be deeply affe6ted, and to afpire to a

portion of that Power, by which they are ruled,

and not to remain the mere fpoils and prey of Con-

querors and Lords.

You are further to declare, that we hold facred

the Plights of Confcience, and may promife to the

whole People, folemnly in our Name, the free.-and

undiflurbed exercife of their P».eligion, and to the

Clergy the full, perfeft, and peaceable enjoyment

of all their Eftates j that the government of every

thing relating to their Religion and Clergy, fliall

be left intirely in the hands of the good People of

that Province, and fuch Legiflature as they fliall

conflitute •, provided, however, that all other de-

nominations of Chriftians be equally intitled to hold

OfRces, and enjoy civil Privileges, and the free

exercife of their Religion, and be totally exempt

from the payment of any Tithes or Taxes for the

fupport of any Pieligion.

Infornx



ii6 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS.

Ma. 20. Inform them that you are vefted by this Con-
' "" 'grefs with full Powers to effe«5t thefe purpofesj and

therefoi'e prefs them to have a complete reprefen-

tation of the People alTembled in Convention with

all poffible expedition, to deliberate concerning the

eftablifliraent of a Form of Government, and a

Union with the United Colonies. As to the terms

of Union, inilft on the propriety of their being fi-

milar to thofe on which the other Colonies unite.

Should they objeft to this, report to this Congrefs

the Objedlions, and the Terms on which alone they

will come into our Union. Should they agree to

our Terms, you are to promife in the names of the

United Colonies, that we will defend and protect

the People of Canada againft all enemies, in the

fame manner as we will defend and protect ariy of

the United Colonies.

You are to eflablifh a free Prefs, and to give

directions for the frequent publication of fucli

Pieces as may be of fervice to the caufe of the U-
nited Colonies.

You are to fettle all difputes between the Cana-

dians and the Continental Troops, and to mal(:e

fuch regulations I'elating thereto, as you fliall judge

proper.

You are to make a ftrict and impartial Inquiry

into the caufe of the imprifonment of Colonel Du
FreCy^ Lieutenant-Colonel Nefeit, Major St- George

Du Pree, and Major Cray^ OiBcers of the Militia,

and of John Frazer^ Efq. late a Judge of the Po-

lice at Montreal^ and take fuch orders concerning

them as you fliall judge mofl proper.

In
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In reforming any abufgs you may obferve Ma.20,,

in Canada^ eftablifliing and enforcing regula-^'^'''^''"^

tions for prefervation of Peace and good Order

there, and compoling differences between the

Troops of the United Colonies and the Canadians,

all Officers and Soldiers are required to yield Obe-

dience to you ; nnd to enforce the decifions that

you or any two of you may make, you are impovver-

ed to fufpend any Military, Officer from the exer-

cife of his Commiffion, till the ple.afure of the Con-

grefs ffiall be known, if you or any two ot yoy fliall

(hink it expedient.

You are alfo empowered to fit and vote as mem-
bers of Councils of War, in direiSting fortificati-

ons and defences to be made, or to be demoliflied,

by Land or by Water ; and to draw orders on th?

Prefident for any fums of Money, not exceeding

one hundred thoufand Dollars in the whole, to

defray the expence of the Works.

Laftly, You are, by all the means you can ufe,

to promote the execution of the Refolutions now
made, or hereafter to be made in Congrefs.

On Biotion Refolvedy

That the following additi-

.onal Inftru<rtions be given to the Commiffioners

aforefaid.

You are impowered and dirctTted to promote

and encourage the Trade of Cmada with the Indian

•Nations, and to grant Pafiports for t-he carrying it

on, as far as it may confift with the fafety of the

Troops, and the public Good.

YOTJ
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Ma.zo. 'You are alfo direfted and authorifed to aflijre

^''^''^^the Inhabitants of Canaduy that tlieir Commerce
with foreign Nations iLall in all refpefts be put up-

on an equal footing with, and encouraged and pro-

tected in the fame manner as the Trade of the Unit-

ed Colonies.

You are alfo dlre£led to ufe every wife and pru-

dent meafure to introduce and give credit and cir-

culajtion to the Continental Money in Canada.

In cafe the former refolution of Congrels re-

ipeCting the Englijh American Troops in Canada

has not been carried into effeft, you are directed to

nfe your beft endeavours for forming a Battalion

of the Nei{} Tork Troops in that Country, and to

appoint the Field and other Officers out of the

Gentlemen who have continued there during the

Campaign, accoi'ding to their refpe6live ranks and

merit. And if it fliould be found imprafticable,

you are to diredl: fuch of them as are provided for

in the four Battalions now railing in Netv Yorky ,to

repair to their refpe£live Corps. To enable you to

carry this refolution into effe<^, you are fijrnifhed

with Blank Commiffions figned by the Pi-efident.

Rejdvedy

That the IMemorial from the Indian

Tradei's reliding at Montreal be delivered to the

Cominiffioners going to Canada.

Tlie draught of the Commiffion being taken in-

to consideration, and debated by Paragraphs was

agreed to, as follows :

The
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The Delegates of the United Colonies of Ne-wMa.^o*

Hampfoire^ &c. to Benjamin Frankliny L. L. D.-^'^'"^'^^

Member of the Royal Academy of Sciences at

PariSy F. R. S. &c. &c. one of the Delegates of

the Colony of Pemifylvania, Samuel Chafer Efq«

one of the Delegates of the Colony of Maryland,

and Charles Carroll of CarroUtoUy Efq. of the faid

Colony of Maryland, Gre^eting. Know ye, that we,,

repofing fpecial Truft and Confidence in your zeal,,

fidelity, abilities, and affiduity, do, by thefe pre-

fents, conftitute and appoint you, or any two of

you, Commiffioners for and on behalf of us, and
all the People of the United Colonies, whom we
reprefent, to promote or to form an Union betweea

the faid Colonies and the People o£ Canada, accord-

ing to the Inftru^ions herewith delivered you, and
fuch as you may hereafter receive, and to execute all

fuch matters and things, as you are or fliali be di-

redled by your faid Inftructions. And we do require

all Officers, Soldiers, and others, who may facilitate

your negociation, or promote the fuccefs thereof,

to aid and aflift you therein •, and you are from time

to time to tranfmit and report your proceedings to

Congrefs. This Commifllon to continue in force

till revoked by this or a future Congrefs.

Dated at Philadelphia this Day of

By order of Congrefs.

Refohed,

That Mr. Franklin, Mr. ^dams, and

Mr. Chafe, be appointed to confer with Mr. IVrix-

en, to examine into his Military Abilities, and in-

quire
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Ma.2o.qiure whether he is willing^to engage in the fervlce
'—^—

'of the United Colonies, send report to Congrefs.

Colonel St. Clair having informed Congrefs that

Michael Hiifnaglcy appointed a firft Lieutenant,

and James 0''Hara, and Abel Morris ^ appointed

Enfigns in his Battalion, have declined to accept

their Commiffions, the Committee on qualificati-

ons recommended Thomas Butler in the room of

M. Hufnagle, George M^Ciilloch in the room of

James O"Hardy and George Rofs in the room of

Abel Morris.

Refolvedy

That they be accepted, and that Com-
xniflions be granted to them accordingly.

Refolvedy

That the Committee of Safety of New
Jerfey be defired to remove the Prifoners from

Trenton to fuch place or places in that Colony, as

may be thought convenient,* at a proper diftance

from, the Sea and the Poft Roads, fubjedl to the

regulations formerly made refpefting Prifoners.

Refolvedj

That all Officers, Prifoners, who fhall

refufe to fubfcribe the Parole ordered by Congrefs,

be committed to Prifon.

The Comm/ittee appointed to promote the mak-

ing of Mufkets, to whom Colonel Daytonh Letter

refpedllng the quality of the Arms taken by Colo-

nel Heard on Long IJland was referred, brought in

their report, which was read \ whereupon the Con-

grefs came to the following rcfolutlon :

Whereas
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Whereas in the Execution of the refolve of Con- -f.r.zq.

grefs of the 1 4th, refpeclhig the diiarming of difaf-^^-^^'"^^

fe£led PeiTons, many Fii'e Arms may be taken,

which may not be fit to arm any of the Troops

mentioned therein. Therefore,

Refolvedf

That all the Fire Arms fo taken being

appraifed according to faid refolve, none of them

fhall be paid for, but thofe that arc fit for the ufe

of fuch Troops, or that may conveniently be fo

made, and the remainder fhall be fafely kept by

the fdid AfTemblies, Conventions, Councils or Com-
mittees of Safety, for the owners, to be delivered

to them when the Con grefs fhall direft.

The Committee appointed to confider the bed:

ways and means of lupplying the Army in Canada

with Provillons and NecelTaries brought ia their re-

port, which was read.

Refoivedy

That the fame be referred for confide-

fatlon till to-morrov/.

A Petition of John Secord wns prefcnted to Con-

grefs and read, and the confideration thereof, at

the requefl of a Colony, v/as deferred till to-mor-

row.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is

due,

To Abraham Hunty for Provillons, Fire-wood,

&c. to the Prifoners at Trenton^ and for Ilorfe-

hire for the public Service, the fum of 607.6

Dollars.

(^ To
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Ma.io.To Ephraim Blaine, Efq. for neceflaines furniflied

' ""
—

' the Rifle Companies, the fum of 129.7 Dollars;

of which funi 44.3 Dollai's are to be charged to

Captain Hendricks, and 65 Dollars to Captain

Chambers.

To fundries, on certificates for necelTaries furnifh-

ed to one of the Ptifle Companies, the fum of

122.5 Dollars, of which fum 10 r.4 Dollars,

being for Rifles, &c. furniflied to Captain Clug"

gage^s Company, to be charged to faid Com-
pany ; the amount of the Certificates to be paid

to Bernard Doiighertyy Efq.

To William Ban/many for Provifions, &c. furniflied

the Prifoners in Lancajier, the fum of 1528.8

Dollars.

To the Committee of Frederick, the fum of 52.7

Dollars, to be paid to Thomas John/on, Efq.

To Francis Lee, for 483 Meals dieting of General

Lee*s Guard, the fum of 48.3 Dollars.

To Conrad Uljler, for 185 Meals dieting the faid

Men, 19 Dollars.

To Mary Bryant, for 288 Meals dieting the faid

Men, 28 Dollars.

To A7in Todd^- for i 5 8 Meals dieting the faid Men,
the fum of 15.8 Dollars.

Ordered,

That the above Accounts be paid.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-moiTOw.

Thursday, March 21-^ 1776,

J}U.2s. ^ Letter of the 7th from General Schuyler, with

a return of the forces be

fore Conorefs and read.

' a return of the forces before ^ebec, was laid be

Refohed,



MARC H, 1776. j2^

Refolvedy Ma. 21.

That it be referred to Mr. Wythe^ Mr.'^'^
—

'

'Barriforit and Mr. S. Adams.

Refolvedy

That the Committee of Safety of Penn-

fylvnnia be requefted to employ feme trufly Per-

fons in each County to purchafe as many good

Mv.ikets as will be fufficient to Arm the Battalions

raiiVd in faid Colony ; and that they exert their

"utmofr diligence in procuring the fiiid Arms fpeedi-

iy, and on the moft reafonable Terms ; that an

Order for 12,000 Dollars be drawn on the Trea-

furers in favour of faid Committee to pay for the

Arms, the faid Committee to be accountable.

Rejolved,

That the fum of 600 Dollai-s be fent to

Colonel Charles Stuart^ and that he be defired to

mufter Captain IVoolvcrtoii's Company, and when
he finds them properly armed, accoutred, and ready

to march, to furnifli them with necelTaries, and

expedite their march to N^vj Torky agreeable to the

orders of Congrefs ; Mr. Stuart to be accountable

for the Money put into his Hands.

Refolvedy

That Monf. le Chevalier de St. Aulair.e

be permitted to raife an Independant Company of

Rangers \n Canada y with the pay of a Captain ; or,

in cafe he fliall not be able to raife fuch a Company,

that he be recommended to the Commanding Of-

ficer in Canaday to be employed in fuch fervice

there, as may be .thought fuitable to his Genius

and Ability.

Refolvedy

That it be recommeoded to the feveraj

AfTemblics
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Ma.21- ARcmhVies, Conventions, and Councils or Com-
"^—^—'mittees of Safety, and Committees of Correfpond-

ence and Infpecuon, that they exert their utmoft

Endeavours to promote the Culture of Hemp, Flax,

and Cotton, and the growth of Wool in thcfe

United Colonies.

That it be recommended to the faid

AiTembiies, Conventions, and Councils or Com-
mittees of Safety, that they take the earlieft Mea-
fures for creeling and eftablifliing in each and eve-

ry Colony, a Society for the improvement of A-
gricukure, Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce,
and to maintain a Correfpondence between fuch

Societies, that the rich and numerous natural Ad-
vantages of this Country for fupporting its Inhabi-

tants may not be negle£led.

That it be recommended to the faid AfTemblies,

Conventions, and Councils or Committees of Safe-

ty, that they forthwith confider of ways and means

of introducing the Manufadlures of Duck and Sail-

cloth, and Steel into fuch Colonies, where they

are not now underftood, and of encouraging, in-

crealing, and improving them, where they are.

Refaived)

That a Committee of three be appoint-

ed to fuperintend the Printing the Journals of Con-'

grefs ; and that, if the prefent Printer cannot exe-

cute the Work with fufficient Expedition, they be

empowered to employ another Printer.

The Members chofen, Mr. V/ilfon, Mr. Harri-

fon, and Mr. JUen. '

The
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The matters to this day referred being ^Q{i-Ma,2z^

poned. .

-V- >

Adjourned to ten o'ciock to-monrov?-,

Friday, March 22. 1776.

A Letter of the 13th from General IVa/hington,-^^^''^^'

inclofing the proceedings of a Council of War,
alfo a Letter from Lord Sterling of the 19th, were

Jaid before Congrefs and read.

A Petition from Thorowgood Smith, and others,

eras prefented to Congrefs and read, fetting forth

that they have procured a VefTel, and raifed Mo-
ney to fit her out as a Privateer, in order to cruife

and guard the Coaft of Virginia^ and praying that

a Commiflion be granted to IVilliam Shippeuy to

whom they propofe to give the command of faid

Veffel J
and farther that the Congrefs will grant

them a fmall quantity of Powder, upon their mak-
ing fatisfadlion for the fame.

Refolved,

That a Commiflion be granted to Wil-

liam ShippeHf as Captain of the above mentioned

VelTel, for the purpofes aforefaid.

Refolved,

That the Secret Committee be directed

to fell Captain IVilliam Shippen, 300 Jb. of Powder,

for the "ufe of his VeiTel.

The
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Ma.2^. The Committee appointed to prepare a Declara-
tion purfuant to certain refolutions, brought in z
Draught, which was read,

Jiefolvedy

That the Petition of John Secord be rc-

£errecj to a Committee of three.

The Members chofen, Mr. Penn, Mr. Rutkdge,
and Mr. Jay.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is

due.

On Account of Expences in conveying Powder, the

fum of 8.3 Dollars, and that the fame ought to

be paid to John Morton, Efq.

To Matthias Sloughy for Provifions furniflied the

Prifoners in Lancajiery the fum of 2 26.8 Dollars.

To Ephraim Blaine^ for fundry Articles omitted

in the Account of Expences at the Treaty with

the Indians at PittJburgyXhc fum of 90,5 Dollars.

To fundries, on Certificates for neceffaries furnlfh-

ed to Captain Stephenfon^s Company in Virginia,

the fum of 58.3 Dollars, and that the fame

ought to be paid to Timothy Matlack, of which

14.7 Dollars, being for a Riffle, to be charged

to Captain -Sievenfon.

Ordered,

That the faid Accounts be paid.

Refolved,

That the fum of 750 Dollars be ad-

vanced to t^ie Baron de JVcedtke, he to be account-

able out of his Pay.

Refotved,
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Refolved, Ma.tt,

That the Rank of all fuch Officers ia^^"'''"^

the Continental Army, as held limilar Commiffi-

ons in that fervice, before the term of their late ap-

pointment expired, be fettled by the dates of their

former, and not their prefent ComraiiEons.

The AlTembly of the Counties on Dele-ware^

having recommended a Gentleman to be Major of

the Battalion ordered to be raifed in that Colony,

in the room of John M^Pherforiy Jun. Efq. who
fell before ^lebecy and never received his Com-
jniffion, the Congrefs proceeded to the ele<^ion, and

the Ballots being taken and examined.

Thomas M^Donnough was elected.

Refolved,

That an Otder for 12,000 Dollars be

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of the Commit-
tee of Safety o£ De/axvare Government, for the ufe

of the Battalion raifed in that Colony, the faid

Committee to be accountable.

The Congrefs took into confideration the Decla-

ration brought in by the Committee, and after de-

bate, the further confideration thereof, at the re-

queft of a Colony, was poftponed till to-morrow.

Ordered,

That the Secretary publilh the fubftance

of the Letters received fi'om theCamp at Cambridge,

Refolved,

That the Marine Committee be impow-
cred to difpofe of the Coal on Board the Blue^

Mountain
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Ma.zz.jyfounfain Valley ^ in fuch manner as they ftiall judge

^''^''"^^''^moft for the benefit of the United Colonies.

The matters to this day referred being poft-

poned.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, March 23. 1776.

Ma 23. A Letter from James Toiing was laid before Con-
,' "^ 'grefs and read, requefting that his Son John, who

eloped from him laft January, and got on boai'd the

Phenix Ship of War, but is now fortunately aPri«
^ foner in Nexv York, may be permitted on his Parole

to refide at the Eftate of his late Grandfather, Dr»
Grame.

Refolvedy

That Mr. Young's requeft be granted,

A Letter from Lord Sterling of the 1 8th, in-

clofing a Letter from William de Hart, and a Letter

from the Captains and Subalterns of the firft Nciv*

Jerfey Battalion. Alfo,

A Memorial from Thomas Scott of Hunterdon,

defiring that he may be appointed a Captain of a

Company of Rangers. And,

A Letter from S. Badlam were laid before Con-

grefs and read.

Refolved,

That the faid Letters be referred to the

Committee on qualifications.

' • Refolved,
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Ma. 2^.

Refolvedy
^^"^

That an Order for 30,000 Dollars be

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Thomas

Lowry, CommiiTary for the ufe of the New Jsrfey

Battalions, he to be accountable.

The Coimnittee on qualifications having recom-

mended Peter Scull to be Brigade-Major in the

Army of the United Colonies in the Middle De-

partment ;

Jofeph Davenport to be Captain in the third

Pennfylvania Battalion in the room of Mr. Scull;

Evan Ed-wards to a Captain in faid Battalion in

the room of Mr. Allice^ who has refigned ;

William Tilton to be a firft Lieutenant in faid Bat-

talion in the room of Evan Edwards

;

Garret Steddiford to be an Enfign in the faid

Battalion j

And having alfo recommended the following

Pcrfons for Colonel Irvineh Battalion, viz.

F

Robert Wilfon to be a firft Lieutenant in the rooni

of William M^Clelandy refigned
j

John Alexander^ to be a firft Lieutenant in the

room of Robert White, refigned ;

Andrew Irvine^ a fecond Lieutenant in the room
of John Alexander

;

Neeper, an Enfign in the room of

John Murray v.-ho has refigned j

R Rejolvedy
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Ma.
2 1. Refolvedy

^-"^^'^'^^
That they be accepted, and that Com-

miffions be granted to them accordingly.

Refclvcdf

That'the fum of 3200 Dollars in Specie

be advanced to Mr. Cole, to be by him delivered to

the Commanding Officer in Canada, for the fervicc

of the Continent, and that he be defired to proceed

thither immediately.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is

due, 1

To Dr. Jonathan Potts-, for attendance on the fe-

cond and fourth Pennfylvania Battalions, the

- fum of 67.6 Dollars.

'Xo Nathaniel Heard, for expences in the expediti-

on againft the Tories on Long JJland, the fum of

a 1 61.6 Dollars.

Ordered,

That the faid Accounts be paid.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the

declaration which was agreed to as follows :

Whereas the Petitions of the United Colonies

to the King for the i-edrefs of great and manifold

Grievances have not only been rejeiSled but treated

•with Scorn and Contempt, and the oppofition to

defigns evidently formed to reduce them to a ftate

of fervile Subjection, and their neceflary Defence

againft hoftile Forges adlnally employed to fubdue

them, declared Rebellion ; and whereas an unjufl

War hath been commenced againft them, which

the
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die Commanders of the Britifb Fleets and Armies Ma.2^.

Lave profecuted, and ftill continue to profecute,^'^'''^^^-'^

with their utmoft Vigour, and in a cruel Manner,

wafting, fpoiling, and deftroying the Country,

burning Houfes and defencelefs Towns, and ex-

pofing the helplefs Inhabitants to every Mifery

from the Inclemency of the Winter, and not only

urging Savages to invade the Country, but infti-

gating Negroes to murder their mafters ; and

whereas the Parliament of Great Britain hath late-

ly pafled an A61, affirming thefe Colonies to be in

open Rebellion, forbidding all Trade and Com-
merce with the Inhabitants thereof, until they fliall

accept Pardons, and fubmit to defpotic P».ule, de-

claring their Property wherever found upon the

•Water, liable to Seizure and Confifcation, and e-

nadling that what had been done there, by virtue

of the Royal Authority, were juft and lawful Adls,

and fhall be fo deemed ; from all which it is mani-

feft, that the iniquitous Scheme, concerted to

deprive them of the Liberty they have a right to

by the Laws of Nature and the Englijh Conftituti"

on, will be pertinacioufly purfued : It being there-

fore neceffary to provide for their Defence and Se^

eurity, and juftifiable to make Reprifals upon their

Enemies, and otherwife to annoy them according

to the Laws and Ufuages of Nations, the Congrefs,

trufting that fuch of their Friends in Great Britain

(ofwhom it is confefled there are many entitled to

Applaufe and Gratitude for their Patriotifm and

Benevolence, and in whofe favour a difcrimlnation

of Property cannot be made) as lliall fufFer by Cap-

tures, will impute it to the Authors of our com-

mon
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Ma.z^.mon Calamities, Do Declare and P«.efolve, as fol-

^'"^''^^loweth, to wit.

Re/olvedy

That the Inhabitants of thefe Colonies

be permitted to fit out Armed Veflels to cruife on

the enemies of thefe United Colonies.

Re/olvedy

That all Ships and other VeiTels, their

Tackle, Apparel, and Furniture, and all Goods,

Wares, and Merchandizes, belonging to any Inha-

bitant or Inhabitants of Great Britain taken on the

high Seas, or between high and low Water Mark,

by any armed VcfTel, fitted out by any private Per-

fon or Perfons, and to whom Commiflions fhall be

granted, and being libelled and profecuted in any

Court erefted for the Trial of Maritime Affair^

in any of thefe Colonies, fhall be deemed and ad-

judged to be lawful Prize ; and after dedudling and

paying the Wages which Seamen and Mariners on
Board of fuch Captures as are Merchant Ships and

Vefiels fhall be entitled to, according to the Terms
of their Contrails, until the time of the adjudica-

tion, fhall be condemned to and for the ufe of the

Owner or Owners, and the Officers, Marines, and

Mariners of fuch armed Veflel, according to fuch

Rules and Proportions as they fiiall agree on ;

provided always, that this Refolution fliall not ex-

ten4 to any VeiTel bringing Settlers, Arms, Am-
munition, or Warlike Stores to and for the ufe of

thefe Colonies, or any of the Inhabitants there-

of, who are Friends to the American Caufe, or to

fuch Warlike Stores, or to the Effects of fuch Set-

tlers.

Refolvcdy
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Refolvedi Ma.2-^,

That all Ships or Veflels, with their
^^-'^^"'^^

Tackle, Apparel, and Furniture, Goods, "Wares,

and Merchandizes, belonging to any Inhabitant of

Great Britain as aforefaid, which lliall be taken by

any of the Veffels of "War of thefe United Colo-

nies, fliall be deemed forfeited ; one third, after

deducSting and paying the Wages of Seamen and

Mariners as aforefaid, to the Officers and Men on

Board, and two thirds to the ufe of the United

Colonies.

Refolvedy

That all Ships or Veflels, with their

Tackle, Apparel, and Furniture, Goods, Wares,

and Merchandizes, belonging to any Inhabitants of

Great Britain as aforefaid, which fhall be taken by

any Veflel of War fitted out by and at the expence

of any of the United Colonies, fhall be deemed

forfeited, and divided, after deducting and paying

the Wages of Seamen and Mariners as aforefaid, in

fuch manner and proportions as the AfTembly or

Convention of fuch Colony fhall dire£t.

Refolvedy

That all VelTels, with their Tackle,

Apparel, and Furniture, and Cargoes, belonging to

the Inhabitants of Great Britain as aforefaid, and

all Veflels which may be employed in carrying fup-

plies to the Minifterial Armies, which fhall happen

to be taken near the Shores of any of thefe Colo-

nies, by the People of the Country or detachments

from the Army, fhall be deemed lawful Prize; and

the Court of Admiralty within the faid Colony is

required on condemnation thereof, to adjudge that

all Charges and Expences, which may attend the

Capture
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iff^.Zj. Capture and Trial, be firfl paid out of the Monies
ariling from the fales of the Prize, and the remain-

der equally divided among all thofe, who fhall

have been actually engaged and employed in taking

the faid Prize. Provided, that vi^here any detach-

ments of the Army fhall have been employed as

aforefaid, their part of the Prize-Money, fliall be

diftributed among them in Proportion to the Pay
of the Officers and Soldiers fo employed.

Refolvedy

That the Commlffioners appointed to

go to Canada^ or any tw^o of them, be impowered,

if they think it neceiTary for the fervice of the Uni-
ted Colonies, to raife a number of Independent

Companies, not exceeding Hx, and to appoint the

Officers ; that they alfo be empowered to fill np all

Vacancies, that may happen in the Army of the

United Colonies in Canada, while they are there.

Refolvedy

That io<)(5« Dollars in Continental

Money, over and above the 1600 Dollars to be paid

them in Specie, be advanced to the Commiffioners

going to Canada, to defray their Expences, they to

render an Account.

Refolvedy

That 400 Dollars in Specie be paid to

Mr. Walker, in full for fo much by him lent to Ge-
neral Woojier, for the ufe of the Army in Canada^

and that General IVooJlerh Note be taken up and

cancelled.

Refolved,

That this Congrefs will on Monday next

refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole to take

into confideration the Trade of the United Colo-

nies;
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nies ; and that fundry Motions offered by the Mem- M/.23

bers from Majfachufetts Bay^ Maryland^ and Vlr-^ ^

giniay be referred to faid Committee.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, March 25. 1776.

7VT/7 'J if

Sundry Letters were laid before Congrefs and^^,^,^^^

read.

One from General WaJJjington of the 19th

whei-ein he informs Congrefs, that on the 17 th

the Enemy evacuated Bojioiiy and our Troops took

polTeffion of it.

One from General Schuyler^ of the I2th.

One from Lord Sterling of the 2 ift. And,

One from the Committee of Safety of Nevj

Jerfey,

Refolvedy

That the thanks of this Congrefs, in

their own Name, and m the Name of he Thirteen

United Colonies, whom they reprefent, be pre-

fented to his Excellency General IVafljijigtony and
the Officers and Soldiei's under his command, for

their wife and fpirited Conduct in the Siege and
Acquiiition of Eojlon; and that a Medal of Gold
be ftruck in commemoration of this great Event,

and prefented to his Excellency •, and that a Com-
mittee of three be appointed to prepare a Letter of

Thanks, and a proper Device fgr the Medal.

The



i^6 JOURNALS of CONGRESS.

Mr.25. The Members chofen, Mr. J. AdamSy Mr. Jay,

^'-^^''^and Mr. Hopkins,

Refolvedy

That a Committee of thi-ee be appoint-

ed to confer with Mr. Diigarii and Colonel Rit'

zema.

The Members chofen, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. John-

forty and Mr. Allen.

Refolvedy

That 20,000 Dollars be advanced to

the Delegates of Virginia for the ufe of the Batta-

lions in that Colony; the faid Delegates to account

for the expenditure thereof.

The Committee appointed to take into confidc-

ration the ftate of the Colonies in the Southern

Department brought in their report, which was

read as follows :

*' That it appears highly probable that a very

confiderable Force will be exerted in that Depart-

nient by our Enemies early this Spring ; that the

Continental Forces employed in South Carolina and

Virginia refpedlively, cannot prudently be folely

relied on, for the defence of thofe Colonies

;

that South Carolina and Virginia are at a very-

great feparate expence in armed VcfTels, rendered

abfolutely neceflary by the fituation and circum-

ftances of thofe Countries; that the Militia of South

Carolina are obliged to perform a very laborious

Duty, which, from the fmallnefs of their Number,

and the confequent quickIlotation,is exceffivelybur-

denfome ; and tlaat the Colony of Firgijiia, in ad-

dition



MARCH, 1776. 137

clition to the fix Battalions ali'eady there, have re-^^^-'^S'

folved to raife, and are now embodying, three other'"'''"'''^^

Battahons." Whereupon,

Refolved,

That the Convention or Council of

Safety of South Carolina be permitted to raife and

embody two other Battalions, and that they be on

the Pay and at the Expence of the Continent, as

foon as they fhall be armed fit for Service, and ac-

cordingly mufliered.

That the three Colonial Battalions of Virginia^

be alfo on the Pay and at the Expence of the Con-
tinent, as foon as they Ihall be armed fit for Ser-

vice, and accordingly muftered.

^That the Contrails made by the Council of Safe-

ty of Virginia for the Subfiflance of the third Bat-

talion in that Colony, at fix-pence half-penny a

Ration, of the fifth at eight-pence, and of the fe-

cond, fourth, feventh, eigth, and ninth, at feven

pence half-penny a Ration be confirmed.

Refolved,

That a Deputy Mufter-Mafter General

be appointed for the Southei'n Department.

The Ballots being taken and examined.

Edmund Randolph, Efq. was elected.

Refolvcdy

That E. Randolph, Efq. be empowered

to appoint two Deputy Mufter-Mafters under him,

one for North Carolina and the other for South Ca-

rolina and Georgia.

S Refolved,
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Ma.2^. Refolvedy
^-'^"^''^^ That the order of the Day be poftponcd.

The Congrefs then took into conixderation the

repoi't of the Committee on the ways and means of

fupplying the Troops in Canada with Provilions

and NecelTaries ; whereupon,

Refolvedj

That General Schuyler be directed to

take fuch order refpecting the fupplies of Provifi-

ons neceffary for the Troops in Cajiada, as he may
deem expedient.

The Congrefs being of opinion that the redudli-*-

on of ^lebec, and the general fecurity of the Pro*

vince of Canada, are Objefts of great concern ;

Refolved,

That General Wajhington be dire£led to

detach four Battalions into Canada, from the Army
under his Command, as foon as he fhall be of opi*

nion that the Safety of Neiu York and the eaftern

Service will permit.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, March 26. 1776.

Ma. 26. The Congrefs being informed that Mr. Ward, one

\^'^n^ of the Delegates of Rhode-IJland, died yefterday.

Refolved,

That this Congrefs will in a Body at-

tend the Funeral of Mr. Ward to-morrow, with %

Crape round the Arm, and will continue in Mourn-

ing for the Ipace of one iVionth.

Refolved,
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nefolved, Ma.26.

That Mr. HopklnSy Mr. S. Jdams, and^-^^*^^

Mr. WolcQtt be a Committee to fuperintend the Fu-

neral, and rhat they be diredled to apply to the rev,

Mr. Stillmany and requeft -him to preach a Funeral

Sermon on the occalion.

That the faid Committe be directed to invite the

AlTembly and Committee of S3.{cty o£ Penn/yhanij,

and other public Bodies In Philadelphia^ to attend

the Funeral.

Refohedt

That the Privates of the Companies order-

ed from Mai~yland to Accomac and Northampton ^ be

allowed the Pay of the Privates in tiie Southern De-
partment, which is 6| Dollars, per Calender Month.

Refolvedf

That if the Convention or Council of

Safety of North Carolina fhall judge it neceflary for

the Common Safety to raife one or two more Bat-

talions, the fame when armed fit for Service and

inuftered, -be taken into the Pay of the Continent.

Refolvedj

That Commodore Douglafs be ordered

immediately to repair to the Lakes, and tiike the

command of the Veflels on that Station.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Thurjday,

Thursday, March 28. 1776.

Rcrohed, ^^''•2 5-

That an order for 20,000 Dollars he

drawn on the Treafurcrs In favour of IFilliam Bar-

rel
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Ma.2S.j.el of Philadelphia^ in full for Tent Cloth fent by
* '' 'him to Col. Alifflin for the ufe of the Army under

the command of General Wajhington ; the Money

being paid in confequence of the General's Lettey-

of the 13th, to be charged to the Account of the

General.

Refolvedj

That the Marine Committee be empow-

ered to purchafe, on the mpft reafonable Tern\s

they can, the Ship Molly, for the ufe of the Cour

tinent, and to fit her out with all poffible Expediti-

on to join Captain Barry on his Cruife along the

Coaft, between Nexv York and Virginia-

A Memorial of Thomas Walker of Canada w^f
prefented to Congrefs and read..

Two Letters of the 27th fr^m theCommittee of

Safety of Neix^i Jerfey, were read.

Rcfolved,

That the Prefident return an Anfwer,
and inform the Committee of Safety of Nenv Jerfey

that the Congrefs fee no reafon to alter or counter-

mand the requifition of the 1 5th, and that there-

fore they be requefted to expedite the march of the

Troops to Neru Tork, agreeable to the reqviifition

of the Commanding Officer.

The Congrefs proceeded to the election of a Co-
lonel of the third Battalion ordered to be raifed

in the Colony of Neiv Yorkj and the Ballots being

taken.

Jiudolphiis Ritzema was elected.

The
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The Committee appointed to confer with Colo- M-^. 28.

pel Ritzema and Mr. Dugaii bi'Ought in thcix' re-' -
""

port, which was read.

Refolvcdy

That an ordiii' for 1000 Dollars be

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Mr. Jiremiah

Diigan, as a reward for his Services in Canada*

Refolvedy

That Mr. Jeremiah Dugan be appointed

a Major, with the rank of a Lieutenj\nt-Coionel,

to command a Body of three hundred Rangers.

That the faid Rangers be divided into three

Companies, each to conhft of an hundred Men,
and to be commanded by a Captain and two Lieu-

tenants : That the Captains and Lieutenants be i-e-

commended by Lieutenant-Colonel Dugan to the

Commiffioners going to Canada for their Approba-
tion, and that, if they approve the Gentlemen re-

jcommended, they grant them Commiffions.

ftefolvedy

That Mr. IVilliam Finney be appointed

a Deputy Quarter-Mailer General in tlie Southera

Department.

Refolvedf

That two Engineers be employed for

the Southern Department.

Refolvedy

That an order for 20,000 Dollars be

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Mr. James
Mcafe^ for the ufe of the Pennfylvania Battalions,

he to be accountable.

Information beln^ olven to ConG;refs that Tome

Prifoners
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il'/<r?.28.Priioners in the Goal o£ Philadelphia hzve meditat-

''^~'~'e.d. an Efcape, and arc near carrying their Plan in-

to Execution.

Refolvcd,

That the Goaler be direfted to confine

John Connolly^ J. Smithy and Mofes Kirklandy in

feperate Apartments, and fufFer no Perfon to con-

verfe with any of them, without fpecial orders of

Congrefs.

Refolvedf

That the Sheriff of the City and Coun-
ty of Philadelphia be diredled by Mr. M'Kean to

call to his affiftance a guard of fifty men from the

Barracks for the Defence of the Goal ; and that

the Sheriff be farther direfted to keep fecret any

intimation given him of a defign to refcue his Pri-

foners, and to employ every means to difcover and

Apprehend thofe concerned in fuch defign.

Refolvedf

That an order for rooo Dollars be

drawn on the Treafui'ers in favour of Mr. Samuel

Fairlamby for the ufe of the fourth Pennfylvania,

Battalion, he to be accountable.

The Matters to this Day referred being pofl-

poncd.

Adjourned to lo o'clock to-morrow.

j^j^
Friday, March 29, 1776.

Sundry Letters were laid before Congrefs and

read.

Tw-o
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Two from General Schuyler of the 19th and-'^^'^- 29.

21, with a Copy of the Treaty held with the //z-''"'^''^'^

dians at Albany^ Sec.

One from the Convention of Nexv Torky of the

26th.

One from Allan McDonald.

Refolvedf

That the Letter from Allan McDon-
ald be referred to the Committee on Prifoners.

That the other Letters with the Papers enclofed

be referred to Mr. Wythe^ Mr. Harri/QUy and Mr.

S. Adams,

Refolvcdy

That the Secret Committee be dire(5led

to deliver to Mr. William Henryy and Co. i 5 lb,

of Powder, to prove the Mufkets he has contraiSt-

ed to make for the Continent.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the

report of the Committee on the means of fupplying

tlie Troops in Canada, Whereupon,

Refolvedy

That a Deputy CommilTary General of

Stores and Provilions be appointed for the Army
of the United Colonies in Canada.

The Ballots being taken and examined.

Mr. J. Price was elcfl'ed.

Refolvedy

That the lad Paragraph o£ the report

be
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Ma.2g.he recommitted for further enquiry and examina-

'-^^^tion.

A Letter from the Committee of Safety of

JVeiv Jerfey^ and one from Captain John Mac^her-

Jon v.^ere received and read.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, March 30, i776,

Ma.^o. UefGlvedy
^^^^^"^^

That 60 Dollars be advanced to Cap-

tain Arundel^ to be deducted out of his Pay, and that

he be directed immediately to repair to the South-

ern Department, and put himfelf under the com-

mand of General Lee.

Refolved,

That Monf. Dechambaulf and his com-

•panion be permitted to come to Philadelphia and

tranfacSl his Eufinefs, and then return to Brijloh

The Congrefs proceeded to the eleiflion of two

Engineers for the Southern Department, and the

iBallots being taken.

John Stadler and Monf. Majfenhachy tvere elected.

The Congrefs took into confideration the Letter

from the Committee of Safety of New Jerfey.

Whereupon,

Refolvedy

That the Minute-Men employed by

Congrefs under the command of Colonel Heardy in

the
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the expedition to Long IJlandy be allowed, while."i/^.^o.

on that Service, the lame Pay and Piations as^^-''"*'"^^

Continental Troops in the Middle Department.

Refolvcdy

That -the Delegates o£ Nc'xv York pre-

pare an Anfwer to the Committee of Safety of

Neix) Jerfey^ and aJlign the reafons of the foregoing

Ptefolution,

The Committee of Claims reported that there is

due,

To William Tricketj for Stationary, the fum of

41,7 Dollars.

To Philip Jpricht, for Provifions to General Lee[s

Guard, the fixm of 4.7 Dollars, and tliat the

fame ought to be paid to Jdam .Kimmel,

!Xo fundries, on Certificates for neceflaries furnifh-

ed to the Piiffle Companies, the fum of 44.Z

Dollars, and that 2-5 Dollars, part of faid fum be

charged to Captain CreJJap^s Company.

To fundries, on Certificates for Riflles, Shirts, 6*^.

furnifhed to Captain Cluggageh Company, the

fum of 8 I.I Dollars, which ought to be paid to

John Montgomery, Efq. and charged to faid Com-
pany.

To Robert Erivin, Waggon-Maftcr, on an Account

now fettled, the fum of 409. 3 Dollars.

To Sachevercl li'cod, for Provifions furnifhed by

him to feveral Prifoners in the Goal of Philadel-

phia, the fum of 137.6 Dollars.

To Thomas Dewces, for Provifions for Connolly,

Cameron, Smith, and Kirkland, the fum of 57.8

Dollars.

X Ordered,
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Ma.'^o. Ordered,
^^"''^^^ That tke faid Accounts be paid.

The Committee appointed to confer with Major

IVrixon, bi'ought in their report, which was read,

Refolvedf

That each Regimental Surgeon be al-

lowed a Mate.

That the Pay of a Surgeon's Mate be i8 Dollars

a Month.

Hefolvedj

That fuitable Chirurgical Inftrtiments be

purchafed with each Medicine Cheft^

Refolved,

That each Brigadier General, when oil

Command, be empowered to appoint a Brigade

Major.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.



[ 147 ]

JOURNALS
O F

CONGRESS.

Monday, April i. 1776.

Refolvedf

'HAT Captain D. Jnindel he ^\-^^J^
lowed 48.5 Dollai's in full for

Pay and Subfiftance, from the 8tlx of February,

the time he was recommended to General Schuyler,

to the 19th of March, when he received his Com-
miffion.

Refolved,

That Mr. /. Meafe be direded to ad-

vance Captain Romans one Month's Pay for him-

felf and the Officers and Men of his Company, and

alfo fubliftance Money to Albany.

The Committee to whom the Petition of Captain

White Eyes was referred, brought in their report

which was read.

Refolved,

That the fame be taken into conlidera-

tlon to-morrow.

The
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Jpr.i. T\\e Congrefs having, on the 17th of February

^'"^^'^^laft, appointed a standing Committee for fuperin-

tending the Ti'eafury, with Power, among other

things, to employ and inftrujft proper Perfons for

liquidating the public Accounts j and the faid i-e-

folutions not being fufEcicntly explicit, with re-

fpedl" r.o the manner and place of fettling thofe Ac-
counts, and it being a matter of great confequence,

that the public A ccounts fhould be regularly fkate^

and kept, and jufdy liquidated and fettled.

Refolved,

Therefore that a Treafuiy Office of

nflituted and eftabliflied, and that

kept in the City or Place, where

from time to time be alTembled and

3ns. .

That the faid Office of Accounts be under the

dire(Slion and fuperintendance of the ftanding Com-
mittee for the Treafury.

That an Auditor-General, and a competent

Number of Affiftants and Clerks, be appointed by

Congrefs, and employed for ftating, arranging,

ar;d keeping the public Accounts.
'

That all Accounts and Claims againfl the United

Colonies,_ for Services or Supplies,, where the

Kates oi" Prices have not been afcertained by Con-

grefs, fliall be prefented to the Committee of Claims,

liquidated by them, and reported to and allowed

by Congrefs, previous to their being pafTed at the

Treafury Office •, that all other Accounts and

Claims, coniifting of Articles, the Price or Value

Qt
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of which fliall have prevloully been fixed "by con- yUr.-i.

tract or othdrwife, afcertained by Congrefs,. fliall^"'^*''^^

be liquidated and fettled at the Treafury Office, and

reported for the allowance of Congrefs, by the

Committee for fuperintending the Treafury, and

then palTed and entered at the Treafury Office.

That all Contrails, Securities, and Obligations,

for the ufe and benefit of the United Colonies,

fliall be lodged and kept in the Treafury Office of

Accounts ; and that all Perfons to whom public

Monies have been or fliall be advanced or paid,

fhall be charged with the fame in the Books of the

faid Office, for which every Warrant on the Trea-

fury, which ffiall iffiie after the faid Office ffiall be

opened, fliall, previous to its being paid, be enter-

ed at the Treafury Office, and the Entry certified

on the Warrant by one of the Committee on the

TreaiViry, the Auditor General, or one of his

Affiftants or Clerks; provided, however, that all

Orders or Warrants iffued by Committees appoint-

ed and authorifed by Congrefs to draw on the

Treafurers for partictdar Purpofes, fliall be paid

and charged to the Account of the faid Committee

refpe(fl:ively, until they ffiall fettle and have their

Accounts paiTed by Congrefs, when the Debits

againft them ffiall be difcharged in the Treafury

Office by fuch Credits as Congrefs ffiall agree to

and allo^v.

That all Affiemblies, Conventions, Councils, or

Committees of Safety, Commiffiiries, Pay-Maffers,

and others, intrufted with public Monies, fliall,

within a reafonable Time after being culled upon

for
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Jpr.-i. for that purpofe, by the Committee of the Trea-

^"'"^''"^^fury, produce their Accounts and Vouchers at

the Treafury Office, in order to their being fettled

and adjufted in the manner before diredied.

That the Committee for fupcrintending the

Ti'eafury fhall be authorifed to apply to the Com-
manding Ofiicers and others, in the Continental

Sei-vice, for fuch Materials and Information, as the

Committee may judge to be ufeful for ftating, ex-

plaining, or checking the public Accounts, in orr

tier to their being fairly and juflly Settled.

That the Auditor General and his Afliftants or

Clerks, before entering upon their Offices, fliall

refpeclively take an Oath, to be adminjftered by

one or more of the Committee of the Treafury

Office (a Certificate whereof ffiall be filed in the

Treafury Office) Avell and faithfully to execute the

Truft repofed in them, as Auditor, Affiftant, or

Clerk, (as the cafe may be,) of the Office of Ac-
counts, eftablilhed by Congrefs, according to the

befl of their Skill and Judgment, and to difclofe no

Jdatter, the knowledge of which fliall be acquired

in confequence of fuch their Office, which they

ihall be diredled to keep fecret.

That the Committee for fupcrintending the

Treafury fliall be authorifed to hire fuitable Places,

and procure Books of Accounts and other Necef-

faries at the public Expence, for the eflablilhing

and doing the. Bufmefs of the faid Office.

J^efolved}



A? R I L, 1776. 1st

kefolved, -^f^'^-

That Major James Hcwes^ a Priforicr'
""

at EUzabeth-To-wriy be allowed and ordered to come

to Philadelphia for the benefit of his Health, and

there to wait on .the Committee for Prifoners, and

take their dire£lions with refpedl to the Place of his

future reiidencc.

Refolved,

That Mr. M'Kean and Mr. Painey be

dii'efled to examine the Goal of Philadelphia^ and

particularly the Apartments where Kirklandy Con-

nolyy Smithy and Cameron are confined, and report

what is neceflary to be done to have them fafely

and fecurely kept.

Refolvedy

That a Committee of three be appointed

to confer with James M^Knighty and examine his

^Account and the nature of his Claim, and report

thereon to Congrefs.

The Members chofen, Mr. R. Morrisy Mr.

M^KeaUy and Mr. de Hart.

The Committee on qualifications having recom-

mended Jacob Kempery jun. to be appointed an Eri-

fign in Captain Hovjell\ Company in the firfl Ne'VJ

Jerfey Battalion, in the room of Cyprus de Harty

who has refigned.

Refolvedy

That he be appointed, and that a Com-
miffion be granted to him accordingly.

Refolvedy

That the Prefident in his next Lettei'Vo

General Schuylery defire him to-fend an Accouijt

of the Lead at Ticonderoga.

A Letter



ts<^ JOURNALS CF CONGRESS.

Jpr.x, Letter from Alexander M^Donald^ Gi^rge Gillef-
"^

"* '//>, and W, Saunders i of the 1 2th of March, was

prefented to Congrefs and read.

Rejolvedy

That it be referred to M^*. R» Morris^

Mr. M'Kcauy and Mr. De Hart.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrowi

Tuesday, April 2-, 1776.
Apr. 2.

J -A Letter from General WaJJnngtoji of the 24th

of March, with five Papers inciofed, was laid be-

fore Congrefs and read.

The Committee appointed to prepare the foi*m

of a Comm'flion, and Inftruclions to Commanders

of private Ships of War, brought in the fame>

"vvhich were read.

The CommifCon being agreed to, is as follows;

The Delegates of the United Colonies o£ Neiv

Hampfilre, Sec. to all to whom thefe Prefents fhall

come, Greeting : Know ye, that we have granted,

and by thefe Prefents do grant, Licenfe and Au-
thority to Mariner, Commander of

the called of the Burden of

Tons, or thereabouts, belonging to

of in the Colony of mounting

Carriage Guns, and navigated by Men,

rtpj-fit out and,'fet:tfoi?th the faid in a warlike

-JN'Ianner, andby and with the faid and the

Crew thereof, by force of Arms to attack, feize,

I and
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and take the Ships and other Veflels, belonging to Apr.t.

tlie Inhabitants of Great Britainy or any of them,'

—

^^
with thefr Tackle, Apparel, Furniture, and Lading,

on the high Seas, or between high and low Water
Marks, and to bring the fame to fome convenient

Ports in the faid Colonies, in order that the Courts

which are or fhall be there appointed to hear and

determine Caufes Civil and Maritime, may proceed

in due form to condemn the faid Captures, if they

be adjudged lawful Prize ; the faid hav-

ing given Bond with fufficient Sureties that nothing

be done by the faid or any of the Officers,

Mariners, or Company thereof, contrary to or in-

confiftent whh the ufages and cuftoms of Nations,

and the Inftruftions, a Copy of which is herewith

delivered to him. And we will and require all our

Officers whatfoever, to give fuccour and affiftance

to the faid in the PremilTes. This Com-
miffion fhall continue in force until the Congrefs

jfhall iiTue Ordei's to the contrary.

By order of Congrefs.

The Congrefs then took into confideration the

Draught of Inflrudlions, and after fome time fpent

thereon,

Refolvedy

That it be recommitted, and that it be

an Inftru6lion to the Committee to fill up the

Blanks in the faid Draught as they Ihall think beft.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter of

Thanks to General JVaJhivgton, and the Officers,

and Soldiers under his Command, brought in a

Draught, which was read and agreed to.

U Ordered,
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Jpr.2. Ordered,
'^-'^^'^ That it be tranfcribed, figned by the

Prefident, and forwarded.

The Committee on Prifoners, to whom

the Letter from Monf. Belletre^ of the i6th of

March laft, was referred, brought in their report,

which was read. Whereupon

Refolved,

That the fum of 3400 Dollars be ad-

vanced by the Treafurers to Monf. Belletre on his

delivering to them his Bills of Exchange for the

like fum payable in Gold or Silver in the Province

of Canada.

A Petition fi'om William Lindfey being prefented

to Congrefs and read.

Refolvedy

' That Colonel Wayne be direfted to dlf-r

charge Roberty the fon of faid William Lindfeyy ia-

lifted in his Battalion,

The Matters to this day refei-red being poft-'

poned.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, April
^t-* 177^'

Apr. I. ttefolvedy

y—V—

'

That the Letter from General Wajhing^

ton of the 24th of Marchy with the Papei'S inclof-

ed be referred to a Committee of three.

The
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The Members chofen, ^r. John/on, Mr. Jay, yipr.-)^.

and Mr. Wilfon. ^^'-^r^J

A Memorial and Petition from Captain John

Nelfon, was prefcnted to Congrefs and read. Alfo,

A Petition from P. Moorey in behalf of th«

owners of the Sloops Congrefs and Chance, Priva*

teers, was prefented and read.

Refolvedy

That the Secret Committee be dire£led

to fell faid ov/ners, 400 lb. of Ppw^dei', fpr the ufe

of their Privateei's.

The Committee of Claims, to whom the Ac-
counts of Meflrs. Price and Hayivood wevQ referred,

brought in their report. Whereupon,

Refolved,

That there be advanced to MefTrs. Price

and Haywoody the fum of 64,358.6 Dollars, on
Account of fupplies to the Army in Canada, to

be accounted for on the Settlement of their Ac-
counts ; and that General Woojler be dire<Sled to for-

ward the Accounts and Vouchers lodged in his

Hands.

The faid Committee farther reported that there

is due,

To the Townfliip of Montague in the County of

Suffex in Ne-w Jerfey for Slay hire, in forwarding

the Prifoners from Canada, under the command
of Captain Brajhcr, the fum of 45 Dollars, and

that the fame ought to be paid to Nicholas Chrif-

topher.

Ordered,
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^/""•3' Ordered,
^^-^"^^^ That the fame be paid.

A Letter from H. Fijher of Leives Tcivn to the

Committee of Safety of Pennfylvaniay together

with a reiblve of faid Committee being laid before

Congrefs and read.

Re/olved,

That the Commanding Officer of the

Battalion raifed in Delaware Government be direc-

ted to fend two Companies of faid Battalion to

Leaves Toxvn, there to remain in the Service of

the Continent till farther orders.

Refolvedy

That the Marine Committee be direfted

and empowered to fit out with all expedition, two

armed Cutters for the fervice of the Continent.

Refolved,

That Blank Commiffions for Private

Ships of War and Letters of Mai'que and Reprifal,

figned by tiae Prefident, be fent to the General Af-

femblies, Conventions, and Councils or Commit-

tees of Safety of the United Colonies, to be by

them filled up and delivered to the Perfons intend-

ing to fit out fuch Private Ships of War for making

Captures of Britifh VefTels and Cargoes, who fhall

apply for the fame, and execute the Bonds, which

fhall be fent with the faid Commiffions, which

Bonds fhall be returned to the Congrefs.

Refolvedj

That every Perfon intending to fet forth

and fit out a Private Ship or VeiTel of War, and

applying for a Commifiion or Letters of Marque

and Reprifal for that purpofe, fhall produce a writ-

ius:
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Ing fubfcrlbecl by him, containing the Name and^/^'-S-

Tonnage or Burden of the Ship or Veflel, the ntim-
"^

ber of her Guns with their weight of Metal, the

Name and Place of refidence of the Owner or Own-
ers, the Names of the Commander and other Ofii-

cers, the Number of the Crew, anti the Quanti-

ty of Provifions and warlike Stores-, which writing

fliall be delivered to the Secretary of Congrefs, or

to the Clerk of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, Con-

vention or Council or Committee of Safety of the

Colony in which the Ship or VelTel fhall be, to be

tranfmitted to the faicl Secretary, and fiiall be re-

glftered by him ; and that the Commander of the

Ship or Veilel, before the Commiffion or Letters

of Marque and Reprifal may be granted, fhall, to-

gether ivith Sureties, feal and deliver a Bond in the

Penalty of Five Thoukmd J3ollars, if the VciTel be

of one hundred Tons or under, or Ten Thouiand
Dollars, if of a greater Burden, payable to the

Preiident of the Congrefs in truft for the ufe of

the United Colonies, Avit'h Condition in the foi'ra

following, to wit. "The Condition of this Obliga-

tion is fuch, that if the above bounden who is

Commander of the called belonging to

of in the Colony of mounting Carri-

age Guns and navigated by Men, and who
hath applied for a Commiffion and Letters of

Marque and Reprifal to Arm, Equip, and Ctt

forth to Sea the faid as a Pilvate Ship of

War, and to make Captures of BritiJJj VeJTels and

Cargoes, fhall not exceed or tranfgrefs the Powers

and Authorities which fliall be contained in the faid

Commiffion, but ihall in all things obferve and

f-onduc}; himfelfand govern his Crcv.- by and accord-

in jy
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^pr-'i^' ing to the fame, and certain Infl:ru<^ions therewith
'^''^^'''^

10 be delivered, and fuch other Inftrudlicns as may
hereafter be given to hiin, and ihall make I'epa-

ratlon for all Damages fuftained by any mifcon-

du£l or unwarrantable proceedings of himfelf or
the Officers or Crew of the faid then this

Obligation (hall be Void, or elfe remain in Force.'*

which bond fhall be lodged with the faid Secretary

pf Congrefs.

OThe Committee to whom the Inftru£iions to the

Commanders of Private Ships or VolTels of Vv^'ar,

were recommitted, brought in a report, which be-

ing taken into conlideration and debated by Para-
graphs, v,'as agreed to as follows.

hiJirtiBlons to the Commanders of Private Ships or

VeJJ'els of War^ ivhich Jljall have Commijfions cr

Letters of Marque and Reprifal^ authorifng them

to make Captures of Britijlj Vcffcls and Cargoes.

1. You may by force of Arms attack, fubducj

and take all Ships and other Vefiels belonging to

the Inhabitants of Grent Britain^ on the high Seas,

Cr between high Water and lov;- Water Marks, ex-

cept Ships and Veflels bringing Perfons who intend

to fettle and refide in the Unite4 jColonies, or

bringing Arms, Ammunition, or warlike Stores,

to the faid Colonies, for the ufe of fuch Inhabi-

tants thereof as are Friends to the American Caufe,

which you fliall fuffer to pafs unmolefted, the

Commanders thereof permitting a peaceable fearch,

and giving fatisfaftory information of the contents

of the Ladings, and deftinations of the Voyages.

2. You may by Force of Arms, attack, fubdue,

and take all Ships and other Vcffcls whatfoever,

carrying
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carrying Soldiers, Arms, Gun-powder, Amm-u- >^/"'-3«

nition, Proviiions, or any other contraband Goods, ^^ ^~^

to any of the Britijh Armies or Ships of War cm-
ployed againft thefe Colonies.

' 3. You fhall bring fuch Ships and Veflels as yoti

fhall take, with their Guns, Rigging, Tackle, Ap-
parel, Furniture, and Ladings, to fome conveni-

ent Port or Ports of the United Colonies, that pro-

ceedings may thereupon be had in due form before

the Courts, which are or (hall be there appointed

to hear and determine Caufes Civil and Mai'itime.

4. You, or one of your chief Officers, fhall bring

or fend the Mafter and Pilot, and one or more
principal Perfon or Perfon^of the Company of eve-

ry Ship or Veffel by you taken, as foon after the

Capture as may be, to the Judge or Judges of fuch

Court as aforefaid, to be examined upon Oath, and

make anfwer to the Interrogatories which may be

propounded touching the Intereft or Property of

the Ship or VeiTel, and her lading ; and at the fame

time you fhall deliver or caufe to be delivered to the

Judge or Judges, all Paffcs, Sea Briefs, Charter

Parties, Bills of Lading, Cockets, Letters, and

other Documents and Writings found on Board,

proving the faid Papers by the Affidavit of your-

felf or of fome other Perfon prefcnt at the Cap-

ture, to be produced as they were received, with-

out fraud, addition, fubdudion, or embezzlement.

5. You fhall keep and preferve every Ship or

Veflel and Cargo by you taken, until they fhall, by

a fentence of a. Court properly authorifcd, be ad-

judged
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-^P^'l- judged lawful Prizes ; not felling, fpoiling, wafting,

^"^^''^^or diminifhing the fame, or breaking the bulk

thereof, nor fuffering any fuch thing to be done.

6. If you, or any of your Officers or Crew,

fliall, in cold Blood, kill or maim, or by Torture

or otherwife, cruelly, inhumanly, dnd contrary to

common Ufuage, and the PraiHiice of civilized Na-

tions in War, treat any Perfon or Perfons furprif-

ed in the Ship or VefTel you fliall take> the Offen-

der flaall be feverely puniflied.

7. You lliall, by all convenient opportunities,

fend to Congrefs written accounts of the Captures

YOU fliall make, with the Number and Names of

the Captives, Copies of your Journal from time to

time, and Intelligence of what may occur or be

difcovered concerning the defigns, of the ene-

my, and the deftination, motions, and opera-

tions of their Fleets and Armies.

S. One third, at leaf!:, of your whole Company
iliall be Land-men.

9. You fiiall not ranfom any Prifoners or Cap-

tives, but lliall difpofe of them in fuch manner as

the Congrefs, or if that be not fitting in the Co-

lony whither they {hall be brought, as the General

Aflembly, Convention, or Council, or Committee

of Safety of fuch Colony fhall direct.

10. You fliall obferve all fuch further Inftruc-

tions as Congrefs fhall hereafter give in the Premif-

fes, when vou fliall have notice thereof.

II. If
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II. If you Ihall do any thing contrary to thefe ^P^'-l'

Inftru6tions, or to others hereafter to be given, or

willingly fuffer fuch thing to be done, you fhall

not only forfeit your Commiffion, and be liable

to an Adion for the breach of the Condition of

your Bond, but be refponfible to the party grieved

for damages fuftained by fuch Malverfation.

Refolvedj

That an order for 20,000 Dollars be

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of James Meafe

Commiflary, for the vife of the Pennfylvania Bat-

talions, he to be accountable.

Refolvedf

That the Pay of the Auditor of Ac-
counts be at the rate of one thoufand and lixty-iix

Dollars, and two thirds of a Dollar per annum.

Refolved,

That this Congrefs will to-morrov/

morning refolve itfelf into a Committee of the

whole, to take into confideration the Trade of the

United Colonies.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, April j\.-, 1776.

Refolved, ^/'H-

That the Treafurei's be direcSled to take

Colonel Belejlreh Bills drawn on fome of his friends

or Correfpondents in Canaduy and not upon Gene-

ral Carlton.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is

due,

X To
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Jpr,^. To John de Harty for Proviiions furniflied by
* ^
—

' Archibald Campbell, the fum of 17.9 Dollars.

Ordered,

That the faid Account be paid.

liefolved.

That an Order for 100 Dollars be

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Monf. Le

. Fontaine, for his fervices in Canada.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Con-
grefs refolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole,

to take into confideration the Trade of the United

Colonies, and ofter fome time fpent thereon, the

Prefident refumed the Chair, and Mr. Harrifon re-

ported that the Committee had taken into confide-

ration the matters referred to them, and had come

to fundry refolutions, which he was ordered to de-

liver in.

The refolutions agreed to by the Committee of

the whole Congrefs being read.

Ordered to lie on the Table.

The Committee, to whom were referred the Me*
morial from James M'Knight, and the Letter from

Alexander McDonald, George Gillefpie, and T, IV.

Saunders, brought in their report, which was read.

Whereupon,

Refolved,

That the Committee of Infpe(fl:ion and

Obfervation of the County of Burlington, be re-

queued to make fale of the Sloop Sally, whereof

the faid James M^Knight was Prize Mafter, and

which
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which was lately run afhore by him, •within the Apr.\.

faid County, together with her Tackle, Apparel,^""""'''^

and Furniture, and the Cargo on Board, at pub-

lic Audllon ; and after deducting the charges of

fecuring and felling the fame, to pay one Moiety of

the fiirplus to the faid James M^Ktiight for Sal-

vage, and retain the other Moiety thereof, for the

Owner or Owners.

That MelTrs. Jkxander McDonald, George Gil-

Icfpie, and T. IV. Saunders, who have lately come
into the Colony of Neiv Jerfey from the BritiJJjJVeJi

India Iflands, where, and in Great Britain, they

have conliderable Property remaining, be excufed

from entering into the Militia of the faid Colony,

and from figning the Affoclation; provided always,

that they be, in all other refpecls, fubje(rt to the like

Taxes and Regulations with the other Inhabitants

of the faid Colony.

The Committee appointed to confider the befl

ways and means of fupplying the Army in Canada,

brought in a farther report which was read.

Ordered to lie on the Table.

Refolved,

That the fum of 53 Dollars be advan-

ced to Monf. St. Aulaire, to be deduded out of his

Pay.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Saturday.

Saturday,
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•^/^•6. Saturday, April 6. 1776.

Refolved, That the Secret Committee be direfted

to fupply Captain Romans with twenty-four Muf-
kets for the ufe of his Company,

That the faid Committee be dire£led to deliver to

Colonel St. Clair fix Pounds of Powder and four

Pounds of Lead, for the ufe of the Riffle Company
in his Battalion.

The Congrefs refumed the confider^tion of the

report from the Committee of the whole, and the

fame being twice read, and debated by Paragraphs^

was agreed to as follows: ,

Rcjolvedy

That any Goods, "Wares, and Mer-
chandife, except Staves and empty Cafks, other

than fliaken or knocked down Cafks for Molafles,

may be exported from the Thirteen United Colo-

nies, by the Inhabitants thereof, and by the Peo-

ple of all fuch Countries, as are not fubjedt to the

King of Great Britain^ to any parts of the World,
which are not under the Dominion of the faid

King ; provided that no VefTel be permitted to ex-

port any greater Number of fliaken or knocked

down MolafTcs Caflcs, than the fame Veflel is ca-

pable of carrying, when they fliall be filled with

Molafies.

Refolvedy

That any Goods, Wares, and Mer-
chandifes, except fuch as are of the Growth, Pro-

du£lion, or Manufa^lure of, or brought from any

Country under the Dominion of the King of

Great
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Great Britain^ and except Eajl India Tea, may be ^/'^••^-

imported from any other parts of the World, to^"'^

the Thh-teen United Colonies, by the Inhabitants

thereof, and by the People of all fuch Countries as

are not fubject to the faid King ; liable, however,

to all fuch Duties and Impoiitions as now are, or

may hereafter be laid by any of the faid Colonies.

Refolvedy

That nothing herein contained fliall be

tinderftood to prevent fuch future Commercial Re-

gulations, as fhall be thought jufl and nccefiary by

thefe United Colonies, or their refpedlive Legifla-

tures.

Rejolvcdy

That no Slaves be imported into any of

the Thirteen United Colonies.

Refolved,

That it be recommended to the AiTem-

blies and Conventions in the feveral Colonies to ap-

point proper Officers at convenient Places in their

refpeclive Colonies, to take Bonds in adequate Pe-

nalties, for obferving the Picgulations made by the

Congrefs, or AfTemblies, or Conventions, con-

cerning Trade, and for fecuring the Obfervation of

fiich parts of the AlTociation, as are not inconfiftT

ent therewith ; and that the Obligor fliall, v/ithin

eighteen Months after the departure of the VcfTelj

produce to fuch Officers a Certificate under the

Hands and Seals of three or more reptitable Mer-

chants, refiding at the Port or Place where the

Cargo Ihall be delivered, that the fame was there

Tinladcd, and take Manirefts upon Oath, of the

Cargoes exported and imported, and keep fair Ac-:

counts and Entries thereof, give BjUs of Health

when
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ylpr.d. when defired, grant Regifters fhewing the Proper-
*^ "^ 'ty of the Veflcls cleared out, and fign Certificates

that the rcquifites for qualifying Veflels to Trade,

have been complied with : And that the fees of the

faid Officers be ftated by the refpeclive Aflemblies or

Conventions. Provided always, that no profecution

upon any of the faid Bonds, fhall be commenced,

but within three Years after the date thereof.

Refohedy

That all Goods, Wares, and Merchant

difes, except fuch as are made Prize of, which

fhall be imported dire£lly or indireftly from Great-

Britain or Ireland, into any of thefe United Co-

lonies, contrary to the Regulations eftablifhed by

Congrefs, fhall be forfeited and difpofed of, agree-

able to fuch rules as fhall be made by the feveral

AfTemblies or Conventions, and fiiall be liable to

profecution and condemnation in any Court erect-

ed or to be erected for the determination of Mari-

time Afi<xirs, in the Colony where the feiz^ire fhall

be made.

Refolvedj

That a Committee of three be appointed

to bring in a refolution for difpoling and uflng the

Tea now in thefe Colonies.

The Members chofen, Mr. R. Mcrri^, Mr. Jay^

rind Mr. M'Kean.

The Committee of CUims reported that there i!?

due.

To Robert Ervjitiy Waggon-Mafter for William

M'-Carty'sa.nd RichardKey'sTczrus to Virginia with

3?cwder,
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Powder, each thirty Days and Ferriages, the Aim ^pr'-d'

of 250.5 Dollars.
"^

. Ordered,

That the fame be paid.

The Committee to whom the Letters from Ge-

neral Schuyler of the 7th and 19th, and from JV.

Building, Efq. Chairman of the Convention of

Neiu Tork, of the 26th of March laft, were refer-

red, brought in their report, which being taken

into confideration,

Refolvedy

That the Committee of Infpeclion and

Obfervation of Albany be d^fired to examine, ftate,

and fettle the Accounts of Expences incurred in

the taking of Ticonderoga and Croiun-Pcifit, which

fhall be laid before them by General Schuyler, and

report the fame to Congrefs.

Refohed,

That the Commiffioners for Indian Af-

fairs in the Northern Department be defircd to af-

fure the Indians that Congrefs will do every thing

in their Power to procure Goods for them, and

hope they fhall foon accompliili it.

Refolved,

That Robert Tates be appointed Secrc-

tai'y to the Commiffioners for Indian Affairs in the

Northern Department, and be allowed at the rate

of two hundred and fifty Dollars by the Year.

Refolved,

That the remainder of the report be

poflponed.

A Letter from General J'/afiington of the 27 th

oi March. And,
V A Letter
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Jprilf) A Letter from Brigadier General -ff^a/^ being re-

^-'^^''^^ccived and read,

Refolvedi

That the Letter from General Wajhing-

ion with the Papers inclofed, be referred to a

Committee of the whole Congrefs.

Rejolved,

That the fum of 100,000 Dollars be fent to

New York for the ufe of the Ariny there, in the

fervice of the United Colonies.

The Committee for Prifoners brought in a

report which was read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Refolvedf

That the Delegates of Virginia be di-

re£led to write to their Convention or Commitee,

or Council of Safety, to collect and forward f

to the Treafurers of the United Colonies, what

Gold and Silver they can procure, and to draw on

the Prelident for the amount thereof, at the rate

of Eight Dollars for Half Joes, weighing nine

penny weight.

The Committee on, Qualifications, having recom-

mended Samuel Checkley^ as a proper pcrfon to fill

a vacancy of an Enfign in the Third Pennfylvaiiia

Battalion :

Ordered,

That a Commiffion be granted to the

faid Samuel Checkley accordingly.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Turfday next.

Tuesday,
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Tuesday, April g. 1776. ^priig.

Refolvedy

That the fum of 200,000 Dollars be

fent to New Tork^ for the ufe of the Continental

Forces there,

A lift of Prifoners brought from Canada by-

Major Zed-witz, and a letter of the 4th from

John Nelforiy Chairman of thci Committee of

ff^unfwicky refpe£ling Prifoners brought to that

place ; alfo a Letter from Colonel Hajlet of the

Delaiuare Battalion, being laid before Congrefs and

read,

Refolvedy

That they be referred to the Commit-
tee on Prifoners.

A Letter of the 5th from Captain BricCy a Pri-

foner at Brunfwick, was prefented to Congrefs and

read, whereupon

"Refolvedy

That Captain Bricehc permitted to come

to Philadslphiay in order to confult a Phyfician,

and there wait the orders of Congrefs.

A Letter of the 6th of March from Brigadier

General Woofiery and a Letter of the 26th of the

fame Month, from Gen. Schiiylei-y were laid be-

fore Congrefs and read.

The Congrefs proceeded to the eleclion of an

Auditor General, and the Ballots beino; taken and

examined,

John Cibfoiiy Efqj was elecledi

y The
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Jprilg. The Congrefs took into coniidcration the rc-
^-^"''^^^ port of the Committee on Prifoners, whereupon

Refolved,

That Captain Thomas Gamble be not ex*

changed, there being no Cartel fettled.

Re/ohed^

That Captain Duncan Campbell^ be per-

mitted to refide with his Wife and Family, in the

City of Burlington in New Jerfey. -

Refolvedy

That the Committee on Prifoners be di-

redled to write to General Schuylery and take his

opinion, whether Jllan M'Donaldy and the other

hoflages taken in Tryon county may, confiftent

with the public Safety, be permitted to return to

their refpedlive homes on their parole.

Re/olvedf

That a lift of the Prifoners of War in

each Colony be made out and tranfmitted to the

Houfe of Aflernbly, Convention, Council, or

Committee of Safety of fuch Colony refpedlively,

and that they be authorized and requefted to caufe

a ftridt obfervance of the terms on which fuch

Prifoners have been enlarged, and alfo take efpecial

care that none of thofe confined by order of Con-

grefs be fuffered to efcape ; and alfo that the al-

lowance to each Prifoner be pun(n:ually paid by

the Prelident of the Convention, or of the Coun-

cil, or Committee of Safety of the Colony in which

he refides 5 and where there are no Conventions,

by the Speakers of AlTembly, v/hich faid Prefi-

dents or Speakers, are hereby authorized, from

time to time, to draw for the fums advanced in

purfuance
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pupfuance of this refolution, upon the Tr&^der\t.4prilg'

of Congrefs. * ^

Refolvedj

Thit Brigadier General Pre/cot, -upon

fubfcriblng the Parole ordered, be enlarged from

his preicnt confinement.

The Committee of Claims reported that there

is due,

To Lewis Nicola^ for repairs done at the old

Goal in this city, fitted up for the reception of

Troops, the fum of 226 Dollars.

To Jofcph Paggy for his fervice in attending the

Powder "Waggons to Virginia, the fum of 55

Dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid to

Benjamin Harrifon, Efq.

To Jacob Garrigucsy for tranfcribing Minutes,

Letters, <bc. for Congrefs, the fum of 48.2

Dollars.

To John Bruce, for 402 tin Cartouch Boxes, the

fum of 17.42 Dollars.

To John Armer and Sarauel Allen, for bringing

baggage err. belonging to McfTrs Diilhunt and Ga-

milli, from Nero York to Philadelphia, the fum

of 2 1 Dollars, and that the fame ought to be

paid to Samuel Allen.

To fundry perfons for Horfe-hire, provifions, ^c.

the fum of 12.5 Dollars, and that the fame

ought to be paid to John Alfop, Efq.

'Xo Clement Biddle for Provifions iyc. for the Britijh

Troops of the 7 th and 26th regiments who are PH-

foners, the fum of 294 Dollars, and for Wam-
pum
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^prilg.
p^^jj^ £qj. jjjg Southern Department, the fum of

59 Dollars.

To Ludowic Kuhn^ for boarding part of Captain

Romans\ company of Matrofles, the fum of

59.8 Dollars.

To William Shepherdy for two Horfes fold by him
to General Lee, and for fundry Articles of

Geers, the fum of 175.7 Dollars.

To Matthias Sloughy for Provifions for the 7th

and 26th Regiments of Britifh Troops from the

26th Februaryy to the 21ft Marchy the fum of

193.3 Dollars.

Orderedy

That the above Accounts be paid.

Lord Sterling having, agreeable to the order

of Congrefs of the 1 9th of March laft, appointed

perfons to value the Boat of Michael Kearney jun.

and tranfmitted to Congrefs the Valuation by them

made, amounting to 725 Dollars.

Orderedy

That the fame be paid to the faid M/-»_

chael Kearney.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

jpr.io. Wednesday, April lo. 1776.

Two Letters of the i fl from General Wajhing'

ton were laid before Congrefs and read : Alfo a

Letter of the 8 th from John Comioly.

Hefolved*
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Rejolvcdy ' J^r.io^

That the Letter from General Wafhing-^"^
'

ton be referred to a Committee of the whole Coii-

grefs.

The Committee to whom the report on Indian.

Affairs in the Middle Department, and the Petition

of Captain White Eyes were referred, brought in

their report, which was taken into conlideration

;

whereupon

Refolvedy

That the Commiffioners for Indian af-

fairs in the Middle Department, or any one of

them, be defired to employ for reafonable Salaries
,

a Minifter of the Gofpel, to reiide among the De-

laxvare Indians, and infl:ru6t them in the Chriftian

Religion ; a Schoolmafter to teach their Youth
Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic ; alfo a Black-

fmith to do the Work of the Indians in the Middle

Department.

Refolved,

That the Commiffioners for Indian af-

fairs in the Middle Department, be defired to

provide at the expence of the United Colonies for

the entertainment of the Sachems and Warriors of

the Indians, and their Attendants and Meflengers,

with the accuftomed hofpitality, when ^they come
to Pittjlurgh to Treat or give Intelligence of public

Affairs, or upon a Vifit.

Refolvedy

That the Commlflloners for Indian Af-

fairs, be defired to acquaint the Indians \n their

refpe£live Departments, that Congrefs have formed

a
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Jpr.io.'n Plan for importing Goods to fupply their necef-

^^^"^^fities.

Th?it the Commiffionerg for Indian Affairs be

defii-ed to enquire and report the Caufe of the

Difcontent of the hidians in the Middle Depart-

ment, what Meafures may be purfued to refiore

Quiet and Hai-mony, and to ufe their utmoft En-
deavours in the mean Time to prevent Hoftilities.

Refolvedy

That although the profperlty of- Bart-

mouth College in the Colony of Neiu Hampjhire^

is a defireabic Object, it is neither feafonable nor

prudent to contribute towards its Relief or Sup-

port out of the public Treafury. ^

Refolvedy

That fo foon as conveniently may be, a

Treaty be held between the Commiflioners for In-

dian Affairs in the Middle Department, and the

iNatlons of Indians to the Weftward ; and that

the faid Commiffioners be defired to appoint th«

Time and Place of Meeting for that purpofe, and

give the Indians information thereof,
'

Refolvedy >

That it be referred to Captain George

Morgan^ JEneas Mackay^ Efq. and Captain John

Ne-jiUcy to adjuft and determine all Matters of

Difference between Coquataginta or Captain

White Eyesy and Meffrs. Bernard Gratz, and Mi-
chael Gratz ; and that the Arbitrators, in cafe

either of the Parties, to whom it is recommended

to fubmit to their Award, fliall refufe to abide

thereby, report the reafons of fuch Refufal with a

State
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State of the Cafe, and any other Matters they^/^' 10.

ihall think fit, to Congrefs.
''"'^

That Difputes which fhall arife between any of

the White People and the Indians in their deal-

ings, (if the latter will , confent) be determined

by Arbitrators chofen, one by each of the parties,

and another by the Commiffioners for Indian af-

fairs, or when they are abfent, by the Agent in

the Department where the Indian party refides.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the choice of

an Agent for Indian Affairs in the Middle De-
partment, and the Ballots being taken and exa-

mined,

George Morgan, Efq; was eledled.

Refolvedy

That the fum of 300 Dollars be pre-

fented to Captain White Eyes.

Refolved,

That George Morgan, Efqj the Agent
for Indian Affairs in the Middle Department, be

impowered to piirchafe for Captain White Eyes,

two Horfes with two Saddles and Bridles, and

that the Treafurers be dire<Sl:ed to pay to the faid

George Morgan, a fum not exceeding 100 Dollars

for defraying the Expences thereof.

K.efalved,

That the following Speech be delivered

to Captain White Eyes to-morrow morning.

Brother Captain White Eye:,

** We have not been unmindful of our promifc

made to you and your Nation the i6th of Decem-

ber,
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^pr.io-bcr. We now thank you for your Speech to us
*^^^ the 2d of lail Month.

brothers the Delaivares,

" At the Council Fire at Pittjhurgh, laft

Fall, and fince by our Brother Captain White Eyes,

who hath been all the Winter with us, you re-

quefted our afliftance to promote Peace and ufe-

ful Knowledge among you, particularly the

Knowledge of the Chriftian Religion. We rejoice

Brothers, to find you thus difpofed, and will, as

early as we can, provide a fuitable Minifter and

Schoolmafter, and a fober Man to inftru^l you in

Agriculture. Thefe things we agree to do, Bro-

thei's, at your requeft, and to convince you, that

we wifh to advance your Happinefs, and that there

may be a Lifting Union between us, and that as

you exprefs it, we may become one People. The
introdudlion of ufeful Arts among you will be

effefted ; we apprehend, by encouraging Handi-

craft men to fettle and refidc in your country.

The Method of doing this, muft be left to. your

da'cretion.

** BrotherSy

" We defire you will make it known among
ail the Indian Nations to the Weftward, that we
are determined to cultivate Peace and Friendlhip

with them, and that we will endeavour by making

the befl Ptegulations in our Power, to prevent any

of our People wronging them in any Manner, or

taking their Lands ; and that we will drive to put

the Trade between us on fuch a Footing as will

feciirc the Peace and promote the Intereft of all

Pirties ; and we expe<^, that all the Wife Men of

every
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every Indian Nation, will ufe their Influence ior^pr-io^

the fame Purpofe.

" Brothers^

" We have named George Morgan^ Efq; as

Agent under our Commiffioners for Indian Affairs

in the Middle Department, and we delire

you will confer with him on whatever Bufmefs

you may have with us. We hope yoxx will inform

him of all Public Matters. We recommend him ,

to your Friendfliip.

*' Brothers^

" You tell us, that your Uncles, our Brothers,

the Wiandots have given your Nation a large

Tra£t of Country, comprehended between the

River Ohio on the South, the Wefl Branch of the

River Mujkingham and Sandujlj on the Wefl,

Lake Erie on the North, and Prejqui IJle on the

Eail. -

*' Brothers^

** Hearken to our Advice. As we are inform-

ed that your Uncles our Brothex-s the Six Nations

claim mofl of thofe Lands, we recommend it to

you to obtain their Approbation of this Grant to

you from the Wiandots in public Council, and

have it put on Record, Such a Step will prevent

Unealinefs and Jealoufy on their Part, and con-

tinue the Confidence and Friendlhip which fubfifts

between you and them. We wiflx to promote the

lafting Peace and Happinefs of all our Brothers

the Indian Nations^ who live with us on this

great Ifland. As far as your Settlement and Se-

Z curity
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y^/ir.To curity may depend upon us, you may be aflured

^•'''^'''^of oui' Protedlion. We fliall take all the Care in

our Power, that no Interruption or Difturbance

be given you by our People, nor fhall any of

them be fuffered by Force or Fraud to deprive i^ou

of any of your Lands, or to fettle them without

a fair Purchafe from you, and your free Confent.

If contrary to our Intention, any Injury fhould be

offered to you by any of our People, inform us of

It, and we fhall be always ready to procure you

Satisfaction and Redrefs."

" Brother Captain "White EyeS,

** We deilre you will inform your Nation, your

Uncles the Six Nations, and JViandotSy your Grand*-

" children the Shawanefe^ and all the other Nations^

what you have feen and heard among us, and ex-

hort them to keep faft hold of the Covenant

Chain of Friendfhip, which we have fo lately rer

paired and ftrengthened. As you are now about

to depart, we prefent you with fome Money to

buy Cloaths and NecefTaries, and pay your Ex-

pences, and we wifh you a good Journey, and

bid you farewell.

Adjourned to ten o'cloik to morrow.

Thursday, April 11
-, 1776.

Jpr.ii. A Letter of the yth, from General Putnam at

V./'v^OA^u' Tork, with fundry Papers enclofed was prs-

fented to Congrefs and read..

Uefolved,
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Re/ohed, A^^. 1 \

'

That an ordei' for lOjOoo Dollars be^^''^

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Carpenter

Wharton Commiflary, for the life of the Pennfyl-

vania Battalions, he to be accountable.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is

due,

To Lieutenant-colonel Zedwitz for Expences in

curing a wound received by him in falling

from the Walls oi !^iebec^ andhis Expences from

thence to Philadelphia^ the fum of 255.6 Dpl-

lars.

To John Hales for Carriage hire, 'be. for the Com-
miffioners going to Canada^ the fum of 223 Dol-

lars .

To Oliver Woolcot, Efq; for his Expences in at-

tending a Treaty with the Six Nations at Jl-

hany^ the fum of 60 Dollars.

To Dr. Jonathan Potts, for attending the Pri-

foners ^t Reading, the fum of 7*6.6 Dollars ;

and for Medicines, be. provided for the Troops

in the Middle Department, the fum of 134.6
Dollars, amounting together to the fum of

21 1.2 Dollars.

To the the following Perfons for Boarding Ge-

neral Lee^s Guard, viz.

Richard Jacobs, the fum of 6.4 Dollars.

William Staddlcman, 7.4

William McDowell, 3.4

Lawrence Fegan^ 8.4

Jaccb Wyncoop, I3«6

Michael Gallagher^ 1.8

John Kerlin, 8.6

Charles Stultz 8.7
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y^/T.ii-To Captain Long^ for fo much advanced by him
•^ ' to Captain John Nclfon^ of one of the Riffle

Companies, the fum of 10.7 Dollars.

Ordered^

That the faid Accounts be paid.

Refolved,

That the Committee of Claims allow

for the fupport of the Hoftages fent by General

Schuyler horn Tryon County, the fum of two Dol-
lars 3-Week.

Refolvedy

That two new Members be added to

the Cannon Committee, in the room of two who
are abfent.

The Members chofen, Mr. Clinton and Mr.
Whipple,

Refovcd,

That the Secret Committee be dire£Ved

to fupply the Delegates of Maryland with one Ton
of Powder for the ufe of the Inhabitants of the eafl-

crn Shore in that Colony.

Rejolvcd,

That the Committee of Safety of Penn-

fyhar.ia be requefted to provide proper Barracks or

Quarters for fuch of the Continental Ti'oops as

may be from time to time in the City of Philadel-

phia..

Refolved,

That the Commanding Officer at New
Tork, be directed to difcharge the Militia of Aew
Jerfey who are in the Pay of the Continent.

That the Commanding Ofiicer at New York be

direfted
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dlrecled to difcharge the whole or fuch parts of-'^pr.u,

the Militia of New Tork and Connecticut, now \n—^—

'

the Pay of the Continent, as the public Service will

permit.

A Petition from Ellphalet Dyer and William Wil-

liams in behalf of the Colony o£ Conneniciit, was

prefented to Congrefs and read, ictting forth that

the Colony has advanced large fums of Money for

the Continent over and above what have been paid

them, that though they have ufed their ixtmoft di-

ligence they have not yet been able to prepare a full

ftate of their x\ccounts to lay before Congrefs,

and as their Trcafury is exhaulfed, and the Colony

and the public Interefl: in danger of fufFering for.

want of Supplies, praying that the Congrefs would

advance to the Colony the fum of fifty thoufand

Pounds lawful Money, in part of their advances.

Rcfolvedf

That the fum of 166,666.2 Dollars be

advanced to the Colony of ConneBicuf, on Ac-
count of their Advances for the Service of the

Continent, the faid Colony to be accountable.

Captain White Eyes being called in, the Speech

was delivered to him, and the Money paid.

Refolvedy

That fifty Dollars be pald,^ to Ifaac

^tille the Interpreter.

Rcfolved,

That it be recommended to the Conven-

tions and Committees or Councils of Safety o£ I'ir-

ginia and North Carolina, to provide for the main-

tainancc and fecurity of the Prilbners made of the

Enemy
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^fir- ii-'Enemy in their Colonies, agreeable to the regulatl-

''-'^'^'''^^onsof Congrefs for the fupportof Prifoners,and that

the Expence thereof be defrayed by the Continent.

Re/o/ved,

That a Committee of three be appoint-

ed to inquire into the truth of the report refpect-

ing Governor's Tryon*s exacting an Oath from Per-

fons going by the Packet, and to afcertain the FaiSt

by affidavits taken before a Chief JuAice, or other

chief Magiftrate.

The Members chofen Mr. Jay, Mr. Wythe, and

Mr. Wilfon.

Refolvedy

That the fum of thirty Dollars be ad-

vanced to John Harkefs^ a wounded Soldier, who
was difchargcd at Cambridge without any Pay.

Information being given that ^Iv. Hewes, a Pri-

foner, has been defrauded of a large quantity of

Goods.

Refolvedy

That a Committee of three be appoint-

ed to inquire into the truth of this matter, and re-

port to Congrefs.

The Members' chofen, Mr. M'KeaUy Mr. Hun-

ilnsdon^ and Mr. Duans^

The Committee, to v/hom the Petition of John

Secord was referred, brought in their report which

Vv'as read.

Refolved,

That it be recommended to the federal

Aflemblies,
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Affemblles, Conventions, and Coinmittees ov-^pf.ii.

Councils of Safety of the United Colonies, to ufe^'"^'"'''^^

their bcft Endeavours in communicating to foreign

Nations the refolutions of Congrefs relative to

Trade.

Adjourned to ten o'^clock to-morrow.

Friday, April 12. 1776.

A Letter of the 21ft March from W. H, Dray-jp,.^i2,

ton^ Prefident of the Convention of South Caroli-^—s/-—*

na, with a Copy of the Act of Parliament prohi-

biting all Trade and Commerce with the American

Colonies. Alfo,

A Letter of the loth inflant from Col. John

Hajlety inclofing an Account of the Engagement be-

tween the Detachmentof the Delegare Battalion at

Lewes, and a Tender of the Roebuck ; alfo informing

that another Company is wanted at Lewes Toiun,

and that he has ordered one to march thither, were

laid before Congrefs and read^

Re/olvcdy

That the conduct of Colonel Ha/Icf In

ordering another Company to Letues Toivn^ be ap-

proved.

The Committee on Qualifications having recom-

mended James Hunter as- a fit Perfon to fill the old-

eft Vacancy of fecond Lieutenant, and Joel Wcjl-'

coat as a fuitable Perfon to fill the fecond oldefb

Vacancy of fecond Lieutenant in the third Pennfyl-

vania Battalion,

Refolvcdy
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Apr.iz. Re/ohed,

^^-'"''^^ That Commlffions be gi'anted to theiri

accordingly.

Refolvedy

That the Treafurers be diret^ed to pay

Ml-. Price the fum of 16,000 Dollai's in Specie in

part of the fum ordered to be advanced to him and

Mr. Haywood.

A Petition from Colonel James Eajlon was pre-

sented to Congrefs knd read.

Refolvedy

That it be referred to a Committee of

three.

The Members chofen, Mr. Braxton^ Mr. Duans^

and Mr. Alexander*

Refolvedy

That the AfTemblies, Conventions, and

Committees or Councils of Safety of the Colonies

refpedlively, in which Prifoners are or Ihall chufe,

or be appointed to refide, be impowered to remove

fuch Prifoners from Place to Place within the fame

Colonies, as often as to fuch Aflemblles, Conven-

tions, or Committees or Councils of Safety refpec-

tlvely, it lliall feem proper, having regard to the

former refolutions of Congrefs concerning Pri-

foners. ,

Refolvedf

That Mr. Alexander be appointed a

Member of the Marine Committee, in the room of

Mr. Chafe who is abfent.

A Memorial
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A Memorial from the Scotch Hoflages was pre-^/"*«i2«

fented to Congrefs and read.
'^ ^'^.

Refolvedj

That it be referred to the Committte of

Claims.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is

due,
,

To Henry Hollery for Riffles and Cafli furniftied to

Captain Nelfon^s Company of Riffle Men, the

fum of 364.8 Dollar's to be charged to faid

Company ; and for Provifions for faid Compa-

ny, the fum of 171.3 Dollars, and for necef-

faries pi'ovided for Prifoners at Reading, 1203
Dollars, and for his Pay as Quarter Mafter in

procuring Provifions, 59 Dollars, for Provifi-

ons made for receiving the Prifoners from John^

Jiowriy the fum of 240 Dollars ; for Exprefi~es

and incidental Charges, the fum of 62.9 Dollars,

the whole amounting to 2101 Dollars.

Orderedy

That the fame be paid.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow.

Saturday, April 13. 1776.

Refolvedy ^^'i;
That an Order for 20,000 DoUai's be

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of James Meafe

CommifTary for the ufe of the Pennfylvania Batta-

lions, he to be accountable.

A a IVlr.
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^//'r.13. Mr. Meafe having applied to Congrefs for Ad-
"^

'vice how to conduft himfelf in paying the fixth

Pennfylvania Battalion.

Rejolvedy

That the Queries propounded by Mr.

Meafe be referred to the Committee for procuring

Fire Arms.

The Committee of Claims I'eported that there

is due.

To Robert Eriuin, the Ballance of his Account for

Waggon hire, the fum of 436 Dollars.

Ordered,

That the fame be paid,

A Petition from the Committees of the Town-

Ihips of IValpack, Sandyjionc, and Montague, in the

County of Suffex in Nevj Jerfey, was prefented to

Congrefs and read.

Refolved,

That the fame be referred to the Com-
miflioners for Itidian Affairs, who are Members of

Congrefs.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Refblu-

tion for the Sale and Confumption of the Teas now

in thefe Colonies, brought in the fame, which was

j-ead and agreed to, as follows :

Whereas by the third Article of the Aflbciation

entered into by the late Continental Congrefs at

Philadelphia, on the 24th Day of O&ober, in the

Year of our Lord 1774, it was agreed, that from

that



APRIL, 1776. 187

tiiat Day the Inhabitants of the United Colonies 'J^/'". 13-

*' would not purchafe nor ufe any Tea impoi-ted* '^

'

on Account of the Eajl India Company, or any

on which a Duty had been or fliould be paid, and

from and after the firfl: Day of March then next

following, they would not purchafe or ufe any Eqfi

India Tea whatever :" And whereas it has been re-

prefented to this Congrefs, that the time as afore-

faid limited for the confumption of the Tea then on
hand was too fhort; whereby many zealous fi'iends

to the /hnerican caufe, who had imported large

quantities of that commodity, with deiign not

merely to advance their Fortunes, but to counter-

acSl the Plan then purfuedby the Miniftry, and In-

dia Company, to introduce and fell in thefe Colo-

nies Tea fubjefl to Duty, are likely to become great

Sufferers; the greater part of the Eftates of many
of them being vefted in that Article, and they by
that means rendered incapable not only of paying

their Debts and maintaining their Families, but al-

fo of vigoroufly exerting themfelves in the Service

of their Country : And whei-eas it was originally

the dclign of Congrefs, that all India Tea, Avhich

had been imported agreeable to the Tenor of the

faid Aflbciation, might be fold and confumed, but

the time limited for that Purpofe proving too Ihort.

Refolvedy

That all India Tea imported as afore-

faid, exprefly excepting all Teas imported by or on
Account of the Eajl India Company, now remain-

ing on hand in thefe Colonies be fold and ufed.

And whereas from the future importation of

Tea being prohibited, fome Tea-holders may be

tcnipted
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^/'r.i^.tempted to avail themfelves of the fcarcky vhich^ 'will be occafioned by it, and exaft exorbitant Prices

for an Article of little real Value in itfclf, and

which owes its worth to an habit in many refpedls

pernicious to the Inhabitants of thefe -Colonies.

Rejolvedy therefore,

That Bohea Tea ought not to

be fold by retail in the fmalleft Quantities at a high-

er Price in any Colony, than at the rate of three

fourth parts of a Dollar per Pound ; and other

Teas at fuch a Price as fhall be regulated by t^ie

Committees of the Town or County, where the

Tea is fpld ; and that all Perfons, who fliall either

give or take a greater price for it, ought to be con-

fidered as Enemies to the American Gaufe, and

treated accordingly. And it is earneftly recommend-

ed to all Committees of Infpection and Obfervation

as well to be vigilant in carrying this refolve into

execution, as thofe which prohibit the importation

of India Tea from any part of the World, it being

the delire of Congrefs to exclucle^ all Teas, except

fuch as may mak6 ^art of the Cargoes of Prizes ta-

ken by Ships of War or Privateers belonging to

thefe Colonies.

Refolvedy

That the Secret Committee be directed

to deliver to Lieutenant Colonel Hartley one Quar-

ter Cafk of Powder, to repay fo much by him bor-

rowed for the ufe of the Continent.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to

the Committee of Safety of New Jerfey^ brought

in a Draught, which being read was agreed to.

Ordered^
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Ordered^ Jpr.io-

That the fame be tranfcribed, figneJ
^^"''^

by the Preficient and tranfinitted.

. The Committee appointed to confider theRepre-

fentation and Queries of James Meafe refpecting

the fixth Battahon of Troops commanded by Colo-

nel Irvincy brought in their report, which was

read: "Whereupon,

Refolv'cd,

That the Certificates of Magiftrates or

other refpeclable Inhabitants of the County of Cian-

berland, who have infpectcd and examined the

Companies of the faid Battalion, fhail in this in-

ftance juftify the ,Pay»mafter in paying fuch Com-
panies agreeable to the faid Certificates, the Mufter

>Mafl:er being abfent.
'

^

That the fupcrnumerary Privates, that have been

inlifted and are armed and cloathed, be continued

and paid.

That the OiRcers in the faid Battalion be paid for

their fubfiftance fince the recruiting Service has

been over, at the rates ufed in otlier Battalions.

That the Claim of the Enfign in Captain Wilfoti's

Company to Pay and Subfiftance, from the time of

entering into adtual Service, be allowed.

Refolved,

That the Marine Committee be im-

powered to Build two Gallies, capable of carrying

two 36 or 42 F%^ders, to oppofe the Enemy's

Veflels in Bays and Harbours.

licfolvcdy

That the Committee for cafthig Can-

non
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^/r.To.non be direvEled torontracl for the cafting forty

Plowitzers, with a fuillcient quantity of Shells.

The Committee appointed to take into confide-

ration the application of James Hughes^ late Town
Major of Montreal^ and now one of the Prifoners

of the Thirteen United Colonies, brought in their

report ; wherein they repreicnt,

" That it appears to them that Mrs. HvgheSy the

"Wife of the faid James Hughes on or about the 5tli

of February laft, bargained with a certain Jabez

IVeJl , for divers Goods and Merchandize in her

Poffeffion at Montreal^ for yhich the faid Wejl^ as

the faid J. Hughes alledges, agreed to pay /" 905 :

11: 9:1 Sterling Money of Great Britain^ and

/ 151:1:9. Hallifax Currency, in Gold and Sil-

ver to the faid Hughes^ within eighteen Days from

that time, upon which Payment being made, the

Goods were to be delivered at Alhany^ to the faid

Wejly by a certain John Stcvcnfon of Albany ; to

whom they were to be fent at the Expence of the

faid Weji : That the faid IVeJl paid to' the faid

Hughes, 240 Dollars in part, but it was, as the

faid Hughes alledges, agreed that if the reildue of

the Money was not paid within the time limited,

then the 240 Dollars were to be forfeited, and the

Goods not to be delivered j that the Goods arrived

at Albany, and were in the pofleflion of Mr. Steven-

fouy who, on the nth of March laft, by fome

means or other, was induced t^^eliver the Goods

to U'efi, though he paid no Money j that the faid

WeJi gave a Bond to the fdid Steven/on, payable to

the faid Hughes, {or £ 1 609 : 1 8 ; 8 Continental Cur-

rency,
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rency, on the 9th of Jpril inftant, without any au- -/''"• H'
thority from the faid Hughes, as he alledges -, that'"'''"'''^^

the faid Weft proceeded with the Goods, immedi-

ately on the receipt of them, to fome of the eaftern

Colonies, and it is apprehended to ConneBicut^

Upon the whole, the Committee are of opinion,

that the faid Hughes may probably lofe his Debt

from JVeJly without the interpofition of Congrefs,

or their permiffion to him to go in purfuit of the

faid Wejl^^ Whereupon
Refolved)

That Governor Trumbull of the Colony

of ConneEiicut, be deiired to direct tl^e moil effec-

tual Method, according to law, to be taken for

fecuring the Perlon of Jabet. Wejl, or his efFefts

to the Value of the Debt due to James Hughes, if

cither can be found in his Government j and to fee

that juftice be done in the PremiiTes.

Adjourned to ten clock on Monday next.

Monday, April 15, 1776.

A Letter of the 4th fi"om General JVaJlnngton,^^[\^

enclofing a Letter from Governor Cooke, and an

Account of the Powder fupplied the Army at

Cambridge, by the Colony of Majfachufetts-Bay,

from the loth of Jutie laft : Alfo a Letter of the

2d from General Schuyler, with eight Papers ea-

clofed, being laid before Congrefs and read.

Rtfolved,

That the faid Letters with the Papers

cnclofed, be referred to Mr. JVyths, Mr. Harrifoiiy

and Mr. S. Adams.

The
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Jpr.\^. Tiae Committee to whom the Petition from the

" 'Committees of Walpacky &c. was referred, brought

in their report, which was agreed to. Whereupon,

Refolvedj

That an order be drawn by the Chair-

man of the Secret Committee upon Henry Wifner^

in favour of the Petitioners for 2oo lb. of Powder
they paying for the fame.

That I GOO Flints be delivered to the Petitioners'

That the Petitioners be defired to fend Garret

Broadheady Efq. to the neareft Indian fettlemtnt,

in order to difcover whether a.ny uneaiinefs fubfifls

among the Indians in that part of the Country, and

if it fubflfts, from what caufe it arifes.

That a Letter be written by the Prefident of the

Congrefs to General Schuyler, to inform him of

the apprehenfion of the Inhabitants on the weftern

Boundaries oiNewJerfey h^omxhe. Indians, tOYCc^t^

him to diredt proper inquiries to be made, whether

there be any foundation for fuch apprehenlions.

•

The Congrefs taking into confideration the re-

port of the Committee on the Petition of John Se-

cord.

Refolvedy

That a certified Copy of the faid Peti-

tion be tranfmitted to the Governor of ConJie^ictit:

that he be requefted to caufe inquiry to be made into

the truth of the Fadts therein ftated, and if found

true, that it be recommended to him to caufe re-

ftitution to be made to the Petitioner.

Refolvedy



APRIL, 1776. ' 193

Refolved, Apr. it,.

That it be again recommended to the^^-'^''''"'^

fettlers at Wyoming and the Sufquennah River, as

well thofe under Pennfylvania as thofe under Corv

neBicuty to cu.tivate harmony, to cbnlider them-

felves as jointly in.erefted in the event of the Jrne'-

rican Caufe, and not by mutual adls of Violence or

Oppreffion, to injure that Union, that happily fub-

fifts between all the Colonies, and on which their

welfare fo much depends,

Refolvedy

That the Secret Committee be directed

to fupply the Inhabitants of Monmouth County in

Neix) Jerfeyy with 300 lb. of Powder-, they paying

for the fame.

Refolvedf

That a Commraittee of three be ap-

pointed to bring in a R.efolution, whereby Perfons

refident, having Property in America^ who affift

any of the Enemies of the United Colonies in the

Capture of Veffels or Goods, may be made liable

to make good the damages to the Sufferers.

The Members chofen, Mr. Braxtouy Mr. Jay^

and Mr. I^ythe.

A Petition from Alofes Kirkland, a Prifoner, was

prefented to Congrefs and read.

Refolvedy

That it be referred to the Committee

on Prifoners.
.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the

report of the Committee on the ways and means of

B b fupplying
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^/"'•15-fuppIymg the Troops in Canada. Whereupon,
~^ Rejolvcdy

That Mr. R. Morris be dire£led to pur-

chafe Bills of Exchange to the amount of three

thoufan« Pounds Sterling, and deliver the fame to

Mr. Price, and that Mr. Morris be indemnified

'for any lofs that may arife by indorfing them.

That the fum of 13 ,3 3 3 | Dollars be advanced

to Mr, Price f to be employed by him in the fcrvicc

of the Continent, in Canada^ he to be accountable.

Refolvedy

That the Officers of the Riffle Battali-

on, and Independent Riffle Companies, be autho-

rifed and directed to recruit the faid Battalion and

,
Companies, and inlift the Men as fpeedily as pof"

fible-, and that their re-inliftment be for two Years

from the expiration of their prefent Term, liable

to be difcharged fooner, if Congrefs fhall think

proper, upon receiving a Month's pay advance.

A Petition from Thomas Lea?ningj jun. in behalf

of the Committee of Infpection for the County of

Cape May, vsras prefented to Congrefs and read, fet-

ting forth the defencelefs ftate of that part of the

Country, and praying for a fupply of Powder and

Lead, and that two Companies of the Continental

Forces may be ftationed there,

Refolved,

That the Prayer of the Petition be

granted.o

Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow.

Tuesday
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Tuesday, April 16, 1776. Jpr.iO.

j A Lettei' of the pth from Commodore E. Hop-

kins, incloliag a Lift of the Cannon and Stores

brought from Providence j and a Letter of the 14th

from the Committee of Baltimore, inclofing Co-

pies of intercepted Letters from the Secretary of

State to Governor Eden; Alfo a Letter of the 8th,

from General Thomas, were laid before Congrefs

and read. •

Ordered,

That the Secretary publifli an Extract

of the Letter from Commodore Hopkins.

The Congrefs taking into confideration i;he Let-

ter from the Committee of Baltimore, and the Pa-

pers enclofed, came to the following refolutions

:

Wheireas information has been thJs day laid be-

fore Congrefs, from which there is great reafon to

believe that Robert Eden, Efq. Governor of Mary-

land, has lately carried on a Correfpondence with

the Britijh Miniltry, highly dangerous to the Li-

berties of America,

Uefolved, therefore.,

That the Council of Safety

of Maryland be earneftly requefted immediately to

caufe the Pcrfon and Papers of Governor Eden to

be felzed and fecured, and fuch of the Papers as re-

late to the Americarj difpute, without delay conv^ey-

ed fafuly to Congrefs; and that Copies of the inter-

cepted Letters from the Secretary of State be inclof-

cd to tiic faid Council of Safety.

Rcfolvcd,
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Jpr.i6. Refohedy
,

^"^"^^^
That the Council of Safety of Maryland

be requefted to caufe the Perfon and Papers of

Alexander Rofs to be immediately ieized and fecur-

ed, and that the Papers be fent lafely to Congrefs.

And to prevent the faid Alexamder Rofs having

any opportunity to efcape.

Rejolvedy

That the like requefl be made to the

Committees of Obfervation for Baltimore and Fre-

deric Counties in Maryland^ in one of which
Counties the faid Jlexander Rofs probably now is.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is

due.

To Ifaac Melchior^ for expences from Montreal to

Philadelphia, iilchiding a part of St. Luke La

Corne''s expences to Albany, the fum of 34.7
Dollars.

To Leonard Melchior for boarding McDonald iwen*

ty Davs the fum of 16 Dollars.

To JVilliam Chew, for riding exprefs to North

Carolina and back, including ferriages, the furn

of 90 Dollars, and that the fame ought to be

paid to y Hughes, Efq.

To Samuel Purviance, Jun. the fum of 133.3 Dol-

lars, Money advanced by Colonel Charles Beaty,

to Captain James Crier, and that the famd

ought to be paid and charged to the faid ^amei

Crier.

To Anthony Tricker, for boarding Donald M^Don-^

aid and others, of the Scots Prifoners taken by

General
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General Schuyler^ near JohnfLoixjn^ the fum of-'^/'^-i^*

150 Dollars. ^.^-v-o

To Peletiah Wehfler^ for purchafing Goods for the

Continent, including fome incidental Charges,

the ^nvn. of 66.3 Dollars.

Ordered^ ,

'

That the faid Accounts be paid.

Refolvedf

That the Secret Committee be direded

to fupply the Inhabitants of Monmouth County with-

500 Flints.

The Congrefs proceeded to the ele^lidn of a

Clerk or Affiftant to the Auditor General.

Mr. /^r////^OT /r^^^ was elected. .
•

A Letter of the 15th from H, Beaumont^ Sur-*

geon of the 26th Regiment, was laid before Con-

grefs and read.

Rcfolvedi

That it be referred to the Committee

on Prifoners.

Refolvedy

That the fum of jooo Dollars be paid

to Meffrs Price and Hayzuood in confideratiou of

their extraordinary fervices in Canada.

Whereas much inconvenience may be derived to

the Public from Committees, others than the Com-
mittee of Safety in each Colony, on the public P;o{l

Roads, flopping and opening the Mails, and de-

taining Letters from the Conftitutional Pofl.

Rcfolvcdy
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Jpr.xS. Refolvcdy
^'"''^''^^ That no Committee, but the Council or

Committee of Safety in each Colony, or fuch Per-

'

fons as they fhall on extraordinary occafions auiho-

rife, fhall flop the Conftitutional Poft, open the

Mail, or detain any Letters therefrom.

Refolved,

That the Prefident write to Commodore
Hopkins, and direfl: him to fend a complete Lift

and ftate of the Stores taken and brought from

Providence^ with the Sizes, &c. And in cafe he

fhould have left New London^ that Governor Triim-

hullhe defired to order a Lift of the Stores left at

Neiu London by Commodore Hopkins to be made

out and tranfmitted to Congrefs.

Rejolvedf

That the Cannon and fuch other of the

Stores as are not neceffary for the Fleet be landed

and left at New London, and that fuch of the Can-

non and Wheels as Governor Trumbull fhall direft,

may be employed for the defence of that Harbour,

during the pleafure of the Congrefs.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow..

WeDN E s DAY, April 17, 1776.

Jpr.\n. The Committee of Claims reported that there is

'—V—'due.

To John ^very, ]un. for riding exprefs from Com-
modore Hopkins and back again, the fum of

40.7 Dollars.

Ordered,

That the fame be paid.

Refohed,
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Refolvedj Jpr.i'j,

That the Marine Committee be inllruc-^-''"'''"^^

ted to recommend to Congrefs proper Perlbns for

Commiffion Officers for the Frigates now building,

and that the Warrant Officers be appointed by the

faid Committee, and that they fit laid Frigates for

Sea with all expedition.

That the Marine Committee recommend to Con-

grels proper Perfons to be Agents for Prizes in

the feveral Colonies.

That a Bounty of eight Dollars be allowed by

the Public to the Owner of every American VefTel

for every able Seamen that he fhall import into the

United Colonics, over and above the Number the

faid VelTel carried out -, and that foreigners im-

porting able Seamen over and above the Ship's

Company, and difcharging them in the American

Ports, fliall be intitled to the fame Bounty.

Rejolvedy

That the nomination or appointment

of Captains or Commanders of Continental Veffels

fhall not eftablifh rank, which is to be fettled by

Congreis before Commiffions are granted.

The Congrefs having proceeded to the eledHiIon

of Captains for the two Frigates building in Majfa^

chiiJ[ett''s-Bay.

William Manly,' and

Ifaac Cozneau were ele<5ted,

Rcfolvedy

That the Secret Committee be impow-

crcd
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^/T.iy.ei-ed to give Orders for the arming and manning
* ^ 'abroad any of the Ships or VeiTels employed in the

importation of Cargoes for the Continental Ac-

couat ; the expences and Charges of fuch Arma-

ments to bepaidvby the faid Committee; they receiv-

'w^ for the public Service, on the arrival of every

VeiTel, all the Arms, Ammunition, and Stores.

Refolvedy

That the Secret Committee be impowcr-

cd to import Cargoes of Salt on the Continental

Account, in fuch Ships or Veffcls as they employ

to carry outward Cai'goes, and are obliged to in-

fure on their return*

Refolvedy

That the Committee of Safety of Penw
fylvania be requcfled to permit John Yoiingy jun.

and Johnjion Smith to carry to Virginia all fuch

Arms as they have already purchafed, or fliall pur-

chafe in Pennfylvaniay for the ufe of the Conti-

nental Army in the faid Colony of Virginia^ be-

fore the firfl day of May next -, not to exceed one

thoufand Stand in the whole.

Refolvedy

That the Secret Committee be directed

to fupply Mr. Thomas Learning with 200 lb. of

Powder, for the Militia of Cape May, he paying

for the fame.

Refolvedy

That the Commanding Officer at Neiu

York be directed to order two Companies of Colonel

Daytovh Battalion to march to Cape May^ and

there to i-emain till farther orders.

Refolvedy
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Hefolved^

That the Petition of Dr. Jack/on be re-

ferred to the Committee of Claims.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-m*orrow.

Thursday, 4^n7 18, 1776.

A Letter of the 15th from General WaJJnngton.y ^—

»

And,

A Letter of the yth of November lad, from the

rev. Samuel Laiigclen, accompanied with a Letter

from General Putnam^ and Colonels Glovery Bridge,

Fry, and Pre/cot. Alfo,

A Letter from James Warren^ Efq. Pay-Mafler

General, deliring leave to refign, were laid before

Congrefs and read.

Refolved,

That the faid Letters be referred to a

Committee of three.

The Members chofen, Mr. Ready Mr. Clinton

and Mr. Braxion.]

A Letter from Elizabeth Seymoury Widow of

the late Mailer of the Cabbot, were laid before

Congrefs and read.

Refolved

y

That it be referred to the Marine Com-
mittee.

Refolved,

That the Committee on Indian Affairs

Cc be
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jf/^'i^-he direfted to prepare and report a Draught of^

^''''''^^^Inftrudlions to George Morgan^ Efq. Agent under i

the Commiffioners for Indian Affah's in the Middle

Department.

A Letter of the 6th from Brigadier General

Leiuisy and a Letter of the fame date from Major

General Lee^ being received and read, were refer-

red to Mr. Ready Mr. Clinton, and Mr. Braxton.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is

due.

To Dr. Samuel TreaiCy for Medicine, and for at-

tending the Troops at Burlington^ the fum of

273.7 Dollars.

To John Bully Efq. for expences in conducing

Money to the Camp at Cambridge^ the fum of

155 Dollars.

To Jacob Ming for Waggonage, the fum of 107/5

Dollars.
' To Robert Kennedy, for neceflaries furniflied Cap-

tain Morgan's Company, the fum of 5^14 Dol-

lars, of which fum 189.2 being for Riffles,

Shirts, 6'f. to be charged to the faid Company.

To Thaddeus Burr, for Money paid by him for

Horfe-hire, ifc, the fum of 37.2 Dollars, which

ought to be charged to Jacob Helizheimury Ex-

prefs Mafter,

To fundries, on Certificates produced by Thomas

Johnfon, Efq. for Provifions, Or. for General

Lee's Guard, the fum of 10.7 Dollars, and for

a Riffle delivered to Captain Crefjap's Company,

to ^e charged to the faid Company, the fum of

10.6 Dollars.

To
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To Jane Allen, for neceflTaries to feveral Compa-^^-i8.

nies of Continental Troops, the fum of 52.9^'^'''^

- Dollars, of which fum 40 Dollars, ought to

be charged to the firft Pennfylvania Battalion,

and deducted from the CommifTary's Account.

To Di% Hall Jack/on, for his Services as Surgeon,

the fum of 130 Dollars, and that the fame

ought to be paid to Elbridge Gerry, Efq.

To William Smith, for Medicines, Inftx'uments, i;c,

for the Delevjare Battalion, the fum of 257,4
Dollars.

To Timothy Shailor, for expences In bringing Pri-

foners from Egg^Harbour, the fum of 37.5
Dollars.

Ordered,

That the faid Accounts be paid.

The Marine Committee having recommended
Gentlemen for Captains of the Hornet and Wafp^
Congrefs proceeded to an eledlion, and the Ballots

-being taken and examined.

William Hallock was eiedled Captain of the Hor-»

net i and,

Alexander Captain of the Wajp.

The Committee appointed to confider the Pro-

priety of eftabliihing a War Office, brought ia thei^

report, which was read.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.
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jpr.i^. ^Friday, April 19. 1776.

A Letter from Governor TrumhiiUy with a Pe-

tition from Noah Philips, being laid before Congi-efs

and read.

Refolvedy

That they be referred to the Committee

on Qualifications.

Refolvedf

That a Committee of feven be appoint-

ed to examine and afcertain the Value of the feveral

Species of Gold and Silver Coins, cui'rent in thefe

Colonies, and the proportions they ought to bear

iro Spanijlo Milled Dollars.

The Members chofen, Mr. Duane, Mr. Wythe^

Mr. J. Adams^ Mr. Sherman, Mr. He-wes, Mr.

John/on, and Mr, Whipple.

The Committee of Claims repoi-ted that there is

due,

To Peter Brunner, for neceflaries furniflied to

Captain Nelfonh Company by himfelf and Ahra~

ham Vanhorn, the fum of 2 5-2 Dollars, which

ought to be charged to Captain Nclfon.

To Mary Miller, for. Provifions, drc. furnilhed to

General Lee's Guard, the fum of 16.5 Dollars.

To Jacob Frantz, for Horfe-hire, and carrying Bri-

gadier General Woedtke's Baggage to New-York,

the fum of 47.5 Dollars.

Ordered,

That the faid Accounts be paid.

Refolved,

That Letters which are directed to any

General in the Continental Service, commanding
in
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la a feparate Department, be carried free of Pofl:-^'^/''"•^9•

age, by the Conftitutional Poft.

The Committee appointed to prepare Inftruc^i-

ons to George Morgan, Efq. brought in a draught

which being read, was agreed to, as follows :

To -George Morgan, Efq. Jgent under the Commif-

fioners for Indian Jiffairs in the Middle Depart-

ment. \

Sir,

You are required to provide that the great Belt

prefented to the Indian^ laft Fall at Pittjburgh, be

forwarded with all convenient expedition to the

Sachems and Warriors of the Weftern Nations, and

endeavour to the utmoft of your Power to convince

them of the good wilhes and good intentions of

Congrefs for and tov/ards them, and to cultivate

Harmony and Friendflaip between them and the

White People, and to give Congrefs the moft ear-

ly Intelligence of any interruption thereof, or of

any difturbance which fhall ^rife, and wJ^ich you
cannoi quiet.

Acquaint the Indians that Congrefs have form-

ed the heft Plan they could devife to import foreign

Goods for their ufe, and have neglected no pro-

bable Means to procure them in time, and if they

fhould not be fupplied fo foon as they may be

wanted, the misfortune is to be afcribed to the conir

mon Enemies of them and us, who by obftru^liug

our Trade, as well as in numbcrlefs other inftances

are daily injuring and diftrefling both ; btit that

itve have well grounded hopes of fpeedy relief, in

cxpe^ation of which, and of greater advantages in

Profpect,
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Jpr. ig.Trofyed:, the prefent inconveniences are born more
' ^ 'patiently.

All difFerences and difputes that fliall happen

between the Indians and White People, you will

have adjufted and determined in the mode pre-

ifcribed by a Refolve of Congrefs, of which you

have a Copy : And you are directed in a particular

Manner to pi'event as much as you are able, any

impofitions upon the former by thofe who deal with

them. Treat ^11 thofe People, with whom you

may meet, kindly and hofpitably. Infpire them

with fentiments of Juftice and Humanity, and dif-

pofe them to introduce the Arts of civil and focial

Life, and to encourage the relidence of Husband-

men and Handicraft Men among them. Advife

Congrefs from time to time of all Occurrences that

may in your opinion deferve their attention.

The Committee to whom General li^aJJnngton^s

Letter of the i 5th Inftant, as well as other Letters

were referred, brought in their report, which be-

ing taken into conlideration was agreed to j where-

Mpon,

Refolvedy

That General Wafoington may order as

many of the Cannon and Military Stores, as are

not necelTary for the Continental Fleet, and which

were lately brought into Ne-w London^ by the Com-
mander thereof, to any other place he may think

proper; having regard only to the permiffion of

Congrefs, relative to the defence of the Harbour

of Neiv London^ a Copy of which ought to be fent

' to General WaJlnngtoUi and alfo a Lift of the

Cannon
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Cannon and Stores, as tranfmitted to Congrefs. y^/>r. 19.

Refolved, *—^""^

That the refigriation of James IFarretiy

as Pay-Mafter General of the Army be accepted

and entered accordingly, and that he be informed

thereare fuperintendants of theTreafviry appointed,

to whom he is to render his Accounts and Vouchers.

Refolvedf

That another Pay-Mafter General be

appointed and that the General be informed there-

of.

As it appears from the Certificates of four Co-

lonels of Regiments at Cambridge^ that the reve-

rend Dr. Samuel La^igdon, did not only perform

the Duty of a Chaplain to their feveral Regiments-,

for the fpace of fix Months, for which no other

Chaplain had been appointed, but alfo the Ax'my

at large *, Therefore,

Refolvedy

That the faid Dr. Langdon, having re-

ceived no compenfation for thofe fervices, be paid

the fum of 300 Dollars. *

Refolvedy

That three Tons of Powder be imme-
diately forwarded to Virginia^ for the ufe of the

Army in the Southern Department,

Refolvedy

That General Wajlnngton be made ac-

quainted with General Lec'% requeft of a Company
of Artillery, and be delired to furnifh him with

fuch a Company, if it 'may be done confiftent with

the general good of the Service,

Rtfolved,
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Jpr, 19. That an immediate fupply of Arms,
''-''"''"^^

Shoes, Blankets, 6'c. furnifhed for the Troops in

Virginia^ and that proper Perfons be appointed to

procure them, fubje<Sl to the orders of Congrefs al-

ready entered into.

Refolvedy

That Mr. Ephralm Blaine be appointed

to purchafe a quantity of Blankets not exceeding

5000, and alfo that he be dire£led to purchafe

5000 pair of Shoes to be fent to Virginia, to the

Commanding Officer at JVilUamJhurgh.

Refolvedy

That Monday next be affigned for the

. ciecllon of a Pay-Mafter General.

Rejolved,

That Mr. Thomas Loxvry CommhTary,

be direfted to purchafe and forward to General

Sxhuyler, with all convenient difpatch, 2000 Bar-

rels of Pork for the ufe of the Army in Canada,

and that he be fupplied with a fum not exceeding

20,000 Dollars for that Purpofe, he to be account-

able.

Refohed,

That the Committee appointed to con-

. fcr with Mr. Price be dire£led to bring in a Refolu-

. tion to enable MefTrs. Price and Hay-wood, to di-aw

for the Ballance of the Money ordered to be paid

them by the Refolutions of the 3d and i6th of this

Month.

Rejolved,

That MelTrs. Du Monteffon, Hervieiix,

La Marque, Du Majfaux, Shcmit, Giajfon, and

Cainelin, Canadian Prifoners at Brijlol be permit-

•ted to come to Philadelphia in order to purchafe

Cloaths,
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Cloaths, and other neceffaries, and to remain there^/'/"-i9*

ten Days and then retui'n to Brijiol,
* ^'^.

The Committee, to whom were referred the Let-

ter from General IVaJhingtoii of the 4th, and the

Letter from General Schuyler^ of the 2d of this

Month, brought in their report.

The Committee on Prifoners having colle«5ted

from the Journals the feveral Refolutions refpedling

Prifoners, and having made fome Amendments

therein, fubmitted the fame to Congrefs.

Adjourned to ten o'cloek on Monday.

Monday, April 22. i']j6.

Jpr.22.

Sundry Letters received fince the adjournment,^""''''''^^

were laid before Congrefs and read, viz, ^

One from the Committee of Safety of Maryland^

dated the i8th.

One from Dr. Boyd oi the 19th.

One from the Committee of Infpedlion of LaU'

eajler of the 1 1 th.

One from the Canad CommilEoners, dated Sa-

ratoga, the 13 th.

One from General JVaJJjington of the 19th.

D d One
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Apr.22. One from General Schtiylsr of the 12th, eni

^'^^^"^^clofmg fundry Letters and Papers from Canada*

And,
I

One from the Committee of Irrfpeftion of Weft

'Jugujia^ with fundry Papers enclofed.-

Refolved)

That the four laft with the Papers en-

clofed, be referred to Mr. R. Lee^ Mr. J. Adamsy

Mr- 7^jj Mr. BraxtoUi and Mr. John/on.

Refolved,

That the coniideration of the Lettc?

from the Committee of Safety of Marylandj be pofl-

poned till to-morrow.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Re-

folve refpedling Meflrs. Price and Haywood^

brought in the fame ; whereupon,

Re/olved,

That Meflrs. Price and Haywoodht im^^

powered to draw Bills of Exchange on the Prefi-

dent of Congrefs for the fum of 48,358.6 Dollars,

payable the 5th of July next, in Specie, it being the

Ballance of a fum fpecified in a refolve of the 3d

of April inftant, after deducing 16,000 Dollars,

for which they received an order on the Treafurers

the 1 2th, And they are farther impowered to

draw Bills as aforefaid, for 1000 Dollars, ordered

to be paid them by a refolve of the 6th inftant.

Refolvedy

That the Commiffioners gone to Canada,

be defired and impowered to fettle the Accounts of

MeiTrs. Price and Haywood to the 5th of February

3aft, or to employ proper Perfons to examine the

fame.
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''•me and compare the Vouchers with the feveral^^'22.

Articles of faid Accounts, and return a Certificate^"''"^''^

10 Congrefs of the Ballance juftly due to Meffrs .

Price and Haywood from the United Colonics to

that date, with the Vouchers for expenditures and
fuppiies by orders of General Montgomery and Ge-
neral Woojier^

Ui-'folvfid^

That the faid Commiffioners be requeft-

to return to Congrefs a Lift of fuch Perfons as are

accountable to the United Colonies for any part of

|thc Articles or Expenditures comprifed in Meflrs.

Price and Haywood's Accounts, with the refpe£live

fum fuch Perfon is chargeable with, and deliver

Copies thereof to the Commanding Officers, that

the proper deductions may be made from the Pay
of the Officers and Men.

Refoivi\if

That an Order for 1 000 Dollars be

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Mr. Samuel

Fair/amb, for the ufe of Colonel lVayne''s Battalion,

he to be accountable.

The Committee on qualifications having recom-

mended Mr. Jacob Weaver, to an Enfigncy which.

is vacant in the third Pennfylvania Battalion.

Rcfolved,

That he be appointed, and that a Com-
miffion be accordingly granted to him.

The feveral Matters referred to this day being

poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow.

Tuesday,
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Apr.2i. Tuesday, ^/tzY 23.^1776.

A Letter ot the i 2th from Major General Ward
being received and read, repeating his defire for

leave to rclign.

Rcjoivcdy

That the refignacion of Major General

Ward^ and of Brigadier General Fry be accepted,

and that the Prelident inform them thereof by

Letter.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is

due,

To Robert Erwin, for Waggonage, the- fiim of

873.8 Dollars.

To John Dunuy the Ballance in full due to Colonel

Beard's Battalion, for their Pay and Subfiftance,

on the Expedition to £,577^ JJIand, the fum of

24,53.7 Dollars.

Ordered,

That the fame be paid.

The Marine Committee having agreeable to the

Orders of Congrefs recommended Gentlemen to be

Agents for Prizes in the feveral Colonies.

Re/olved,

That Captain John Bradford he appoint-

ed for the Colony of Majfachiifett's-Bayy Daniel

Tiltinghaji for Rhode Jfiand^ Nathaniel Shaw, jun.

for ConneBicut, Jacobus Vanzantz for New Torky

John Nixon, and John -fliaxxuell Nejhit fur Penn~

Jylvania, William Lux for Maryland, John Tazewell

for Virginia ; Ccrnelius Hornet for Wilmington,

Richard
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Richard Ellis for Newhemy and Robert Smith £orApr.22.

Edento'wn in North Carolina^ with power to each to^^-'"^'^'^

appoint one or more Deputies, if necefiary.

The Committee to whom the Letters from Gene-

ral JVaPjington, General Schuyler^ and the Letters

from Canada, and Pittfourgh were referred, brought

in their report, which was taken into confideratioD j

whereupon,

Refohed,

That the Prefident fignify to Colonel

Hazen the approbation of Congrefs for his Letter,

and attention to the public Good.

Refolved,

That 300,000 Dollars be immediately

fent to General Schuyler, for fupplying and paying

the Army in Canada.

Re/olvcdf

That the Commiffioners of Congrefs in

Canada, be defired to publifh an Addrefs to the

People of Canada, fignifying, that Congrefs has

been informed of injuries offered by our People to

fome of them ; expreffing our refentment at fuch

Mifconduct, afTuring them of our attachment to

their fecurity ; inviting them to ftate their grievances

to our Commiffioners, and promifing ample Piedrefs

to them, and examplary Puniihment to the OiTen-

ders.

^ Refolved,

That Inflructions be fent to the Com-
miffioners to caufe Juftice to be done to the Cana-

dians, agreeable to the Tenor of the above Refolve.

Rcfclved,

That the Commanding Officer in Cana-

da.
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Jpr.Z2.daj be direfted to be very attentive to Military Dif-

^ ^' 'cipline, and inflift examplary Punifliment on all

thofe who violate the Military Regulations eftablilh-

ed by Congrefs.

. Refolvedf

That General V/aJlnngton be direcSled to

fend fix Battalions into Canada from the Army at

Neix) Tork.

Refolvedj

That a Letter be written by the Prefi-

dent to General Wajhington, requefting his opinion

whether any farther additional Troops are necefTary

to be fent for the reduction of ^lebscy and for the

fecurity of Canada, and if he fhall think more

Troops neceffary, whether they can with fafety be

fpared from the Army now in Nevj-Tork.

Refolvedf

That if any of the Troops from Ncw-

Jerfey or Pennfylvaniay which were raifed at five

Dollars a Month, be fent to Canada, they fhall be

allowed at the rate of fix Dollars and two thirds of

a Dollar a Month, from the time they begin their

March.

, Refolved,

That the farther confideyation of the

yeport be pofl-poned till to-morrow. ^

The feveral matters to this day referred being

poftponed. .
-

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-m.orrow.

WEDNESD4y,
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Wednesday, April 24. 1776.

A Memorial from the Committee of Infpe(5lIon

and Obfervation of the City and Liberties of Pbi^

ladelphia was prefented to Congrefs and read.

Refolved,

That it be referred to a Committee of

three.

The Members chofen, Mr. HeweSy Mr. Duancy

and Mr. Alexander.

Mr. R. Morris reported that in purfuance of the

order of Congrefs, he has purchaied and delivered

to Mr. James Price Bills of Exchange to the

amount of three thoufand pounds Sterling, for

which he produced Mr. Price^s receipt.

Re/olvedy

That an order for 14,800 Dollars be

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Mr. R. Mor*
ris in full for the above Bills of Exchange.

Re/olvedy

That the Committee appointed to con-

fer with Mr. Pricey be directed to draw up Inftrudli-

ons to him, for his government in difpofing

and laying out the Money put into his hands.

Rcfolvcdy

That Mr. Trumbull the Commiflary Ge-
neral be directed to provide and forward to Gene-

ral Schiiylcry two thoufand Barrels of Pork, with

all poffible difpatch, for the ufe of the Continental

Army in Canaddy and that the fiiid Commifuary be

fupplied with a fum not exceeding 20,000 Dollars

for that purpofe, he to be accountable for the fame.

Refolvedy
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j^/r.24. Refolvedy
^—'^-^

That Mr. Jlfop^ Mr. Sherman y and Mr.
Lezvis be rcqiiefted to purchafe and forward with all

convenient difpatch, to General Schuyler^ for the

life of the Continental Army in Canada^ 10,000

Pair of Shoes, 10,000 Pair of Stockings j and

that 15,000 Dollars be advanced to them for thofe

purpofes, they to be accountable.

Refolvedy

That a Letter be written to General

Schuyler to inform him of the ten additional Batta-

taiions lately ordered for Canada^ and of the 4000
Barrels of Pork, and the 10,000 Pair of Shoes, and

10,000 Pair of Stockings, ordered by Congrcfs to

be fent to him; and to defire him to purfue -the beft

means for furniihing fuch other neceiTary Articles

of cloathing and food as may be wanting for the

Continental Army in Canada^ having regard to

fuch of thefe as Mr. Price the Commiflary in that

Province can fupply there : Alfo that General

Schuyler be defired to inform the Prefident what
quantity of Gun-powder he has received for Canada,

Unce the firft of January laft, and that he continue,

ss hitherto, to give the earliefl notice to Congrefs

of the occalion for further fupplies of this and other

neceffaries that may be wanting, and not in his

power to procure.

Refolvedj

That the Secret Committee be dirc£led

to forward from Mr. lVifner*s and Mr. Livingjion^s

Powder Mills, five Tons of Powder to General

Schuyler^ to be by him foi'warded to Canada.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is

due>
To
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To John Gihfon, Agent appointed by the Commiffi-^^/'''-24.

oners for Indian Affairs, for fundry fcrvices in'' ^
the Middle Department by order of the Com-
mifGoners, the fum of 377.9 Dollars.

To John Davis for Waggonage, for the 6th Penn-

fylvania Battalion, the fum of 60 Dollars.

To Furman and Hinit, for Proviflons, <bc. for the

Prifoners at Trenton^ the fum of 183.8 Dollars.

To Duncan M^Donald^ the fum of 15.8 Dollars,

of which fum 13.6 Dollars ought to be charged

to Captain Hendrlck's Company, and 2.2 Dollars

to Captain Chtggage's Company, for Goods fur-

nifhed to the faid Companies; and that the fame

ought to be paid to Ephraim Blaine, Efq.

To Margaret Smithy for nurfing two Men in the

Small-pox, belonging to Captain Benezet\ Com-
pany, the fum of 24 Dollars.

Ordered^

That the faid Accounts be paid.

The Convention of South-Carolina having ap-

pointed Delegates to reprefent that Colony in Con-

grefs the Credentials of their appointment were

prefentented to Congrefs and read, as follows : ^

*' In Congress, Charlejiovjn, Seuth-Carolina,

Feb. 16. i']"]6.

Refolvedy

That Thomas Lynch, John Rutledge, Ed-

ivard Rutledgey Arthur Middleton, and Thomas Hcy~

ivardy]vin. Efqrs. be, and they are hereby appoint-

ed and fully authorifed to reprefent this Colony in

the Continental Congrefs, for one Year next enfu-

ing.

E e March
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y^pr.t^. March 23. 1776.
^"'''^''"'^

Refdved,

That the Delegates of this Colony in

Continental Congrefs, or a Majority of fuch of

them as fhall at any time be prefent in the faid Con-

grefs, or any one of the faid Delegates, if no more

ihan one fhall be prefent, be, and they and he are,

and is hereby authorifed and impowered, for and in

behalf of this Colony, to concert, agree to, and

execute every Meafure, which they or he, together

with a Majority of the Continental Congi-efs, fhall

judge necelTary for the defence, fecurity, interefl>

and welfare of this Colony in particular, and of

America in general.

Rejolved,

That another Delegate be forthwith

chofcn by Ballot by this Congrefs, to reprefent this

Colony in the Continental Congrefs, in addition

to, and with as full Powers in all i-efpe^ts as the

Delegates already chofen have, and are invefted

with. The Congrefs then proceeded to Ballot for

faid Delegate, and Thomas Lynchy jun. Efq. appear-

ing to be, and being declared duly chofenj

Refolvedj

That Thomai Lynch, jun. Efq. be, and

he is hereby appointed a fixth Delegate from this

Colony to reprefent the fame in the Continental

Congrefs.

A true Cdpy.

Peter Timothy, Scc^

The Congrefs refolved itfelf into a Com-
mittee of the whole to take into confideration Ge-

neral
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neral WaJloington\ Letter of the 27th of March, ^pf-"^^-

and after fome time fpent thereon, the Prelident^"^^""^"^

refumed the Chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported,

that the Committee have had under conlideration

the Letter referred to them, but not having come
to any determination thereon, deflred him to

move for leave to fit again.

Refolvedi

That Congrefs will to-morrow refolv^

itfelf into a Committee of the Whole, to take into

their farther confideration the Letter from Gene-

ral Wafiington of the 27th oi March, and the Peti-

tion inclofed therein.

The other Matters to this day referred, being

poflponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, April 2^. 1776.

Two letters from General Wajhington of the 22dApr.2i^.

and 23 d, were laid before Congrefs and read. Kyr^^

Refolved,

That they be referred to a Committee

of three.

The Members chofen, Mr. i?. //. Lee, Mr.

J, AdamSy and Mr, Hewcs. i

Refolved,

That an order for 2000 Dollars be

drawn on the Treafurers, in favour of Ephrahn

Blaine,
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Jpr.2i^.Bhi'iney Efq; for the Purpofe of purchafing Shoes

^'"^''^^and Blankets for the Continental Troops in Virgi-

7iia, he to be accountable.

The Committee on Qualifications having recom-

mended Thomas Holland to be a Second Lieutenant

in the Delaivare Battalion, in the Room of James
JWDofinoiigh deceafed, and John Corfe Enflgn, in

the Room of Thomas Holland,

Refolvedy

That they be accepted, and that Com-
miflions be granted to them accordingly.

The Committee to whom the Petition of Noah

Philips was referred, brought in their Report,

which was agreed to, whereupon

Refolvcd^

That the Committee of Infpe^Vion of the

city of Albany be requefted to adjuft Mr. Noah

Philips^s account of fervices performed at Ticonde-

roga ; and that Mr. Noah Philips be allowed and

paid for his further fervices, including thofe of

Contradlor from the Time of his joining General

Montgomery^ at the Rate of One Dollar for each

day, until he quitted the Service, and an equiva-

lent to a Captain's rations during the faid Time,

provided he has not already them ; the latter Ac-
count to be fettled by General Schuyler, who is re-^

quefted to pay to the faid Noah Philips, what may
appear to be due to him for the "Whole of his Ser-

vices aforefaid. '

'

The Committee to whom the Letter from Lord

Sterling of the loth oi March laft, Avith the Pa-

pers
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pcrs therein Inclofed, was referred, brought in .^/".26.

their Report, which was x^ead. * "
'

Ordered,

To lie on the table.

On application from the Committee of Lower

Pennfnsck in the Qowntj oi Scilcm in Ncw-Jerjey

Refolved,

That the Secret Committee be directed

to fell to the faid Committee 75 lb of Gunpowder.

Refolvedy

That a Copy of the intercepted Letter from John

Butler at Niagaray dated the 29th of February, be

fent to General Schuyler.

Refolved,

That a Copy of the Pveport of the Com-
mittee appointed to inquire into the Truth and
Foundation of the Story " that the Indians have

been invited by Governor Penn to come to Phila-

delphia^^ be fent to General Schuyler ; and that

General Schuyler be direjSled to caufe the Perfon to

be arrelled, who pretented lo have carried fuch

invitation to the Indians.

The Committee of claims reported, that there

is due for the Expences of General Lee''s Guard,

the Sum of 10.8 Dollars, and that the fame ought

to be paid to Timothy Matlock.

On a Draught drawn by Ephraim Blaine, Efq;

on the Commiffioncrs for Indian Afiliirs in the

Middle
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•/^Z""- 25 -Middle Department, in favour of Samuet Semple^
^ ^ 'the Sum of 77 Dollars, for expences of the faid

Commiffioners, and that the fixid Sum ought to be

paid to Robert Miller^ Efq; of the County of Cwni'

berland.

For the Subfiftancc of A. Hill Brice, Captain
of the 7th Regiment of Foot of royal Fufileers,

the Sum of 39.5 Dollars, and that the fame ought
to be paid to Thomas D'PKeatiy Efq; and charged to

the faid Captain.

Ordered^

That the faid Accounts to be paid.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, Congrefs
refolved itfelf into a Committee of the Whole, to

take into their farther coniideration the Letter

from General Wajloington of the 27th March laft,

and the Papers therein inclofed, and after fomc
time the PrcHdent refumed the Chair, and Mr.
Harrifon reported that the Committee had come to

a Refolution, on the Matters referred to them,

which he read and delivered in.

The Report being again x-ead,

Refolvedi

That the Coniideration thereof be pofl-

poncd.

Information being given to Congrefs that Jllan

Cameron^ who is confined in Goal, is in fuch a

State of Health as to require the Attendance of a

Phyfician, and that he is defirous of the Affiflance

of Doftor Cadwalladcr.

Refolved

t
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Re/ohed, /'/r.25.

That Do(Slor Cadxvalladcr ha%'e leave to"^ ^ '

attend him.

The feveral Matters to this day referred, being

poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-moiTOW.

Friday, Jpril 26. 1776.

Refolvedy Apr, 2^.

That the Secret Committee be direfled'— <^
—

'

to fettle and pay to the Colony of Connecticut the

Powder lent by the faid Colony to General JVaJh-

ingtofty for the Ufe of the Continent, and to aft

as they fhall judge beft for the Public Service, and

the Benefit oi ConneEliciit, in exchanging the Pow-
der, which the faid Colony has in Philadelphia^

for Powder in the Eaftern ports belonging to the

Continent.

Rejhlvedy

That 50,000 Dollars be fent to the

Committee of Safety oi Virginia ^ and that the Pre-

iident write to the faid Committee, and requcft

them to ufc their utmoft Endeavours to have it

exchanged for Specie, and remit the fame to the

Continental Treafurers ; and in cafe they can pro-

cure more Specie, that they fend it, and draw for

the Amount on the Paymafter in Virginia^ who is

ordered to pay fuch draughts.

Rcfolvedy

That the Sum of 250,000 Dollars be

fent to the Paymafter in Virginia^ for the Ufe of

the Continental Troops, he to be accountable.

A Letter
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j4pr.2C). A Letter from Doftor Cadwallader wag laid be-
'^"'' 'fore Congrefs and read, giving an Account of y/,

Camel-Oil's State of Health, whereupon

Refolved,

That the faid J. Cameron be allowed

the Benefit of Air in his room, and of walking an

Hour every morning in the Yard, in company or

prefence of the Jailor, and that his uncle Do£lor
M'Clean from New-Tork, who is now In town, be

allowed to converfe with him in the Prefence of

the Jailor.

Edmund Randolph, who was appointed Dcpufey

Mufter-Mafter General of the Southern Depart-

ment, having been chofen by the Citizens of IVilli-

avifhurg to reprefent them in Convention, and an

Ordinance having been pafTed, excluding all pex*-

fons holding any military Poft of profit from a

Seat therein, begged leave to refign his ofiice.

Refolvedy

That the Refignation of Mr. Randolph

be accepted.

Rejolved,

That a Committee of five be appointed

to take into confideration the State of the Eaftern

Department, and report thereon.

The Members chofen, Mr. Rutkdge, Mr. JoJm-

fon, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Harrifon, and Mr. Duane.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is

due,

To Doftor Robert John/on, for attendance on the

6th Battalion, and for Medicines, the Sum of

53.1 Dollars. Ordered,
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Crderedy Apr. 26.

That the faid Account be paid. "^.yr^r^

The Committee to whom the Letters from Ge-

neral Wajlnngton of the 2 2 and 23d Inftant were

referred, brought in their R.eport, which was ta-

ken into confideration, whereupon

Refolvedy

That the Pay of the Aids de Camp of

the Commander in Chief be raifed to Forty Dollars

a Month.

Itefolvedy

That none of the Troops already raifed,

be, for the prefent, difbanded for want of Arms ;

and thdt the General apply to the Convention and

Committee of Safety of Ne-w-Tork for fuch Arms,

as may have been collected under the Refolve of

Congrefs for difarming Non-Aflbciators and difaf-

fe6ted Perfons, or any other Arms they can fupply,

and that they be delivered to the Nciv-Tork Troops '

Refvhcd,
- That Mr. Baldw'm the AfTiftant Engi-

neer ordered to C^77a^rt, be allowed, in confidera-

tion of his merit, the Pay and Rank of Lieutenant

Colonel on the Continental Eftabhihment.

Refolvedy

That the refpeftive Governments, from

whence Militia have come for the Defence of the

City of Ncxv-Torky be delired fpCediiy to tranfmit

to Congrefs authenticatedMufler-rolIs and Ac-
counts of Monies due to iiJch 'refjie^ive Militias,

. Ff in
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y4/)r.26.'m order to theu' being Immediately fettled and dif-

'^^"^^^charged. •

Refolvedj

That Congrefs approve the Affiftance

given by the General to Commodore Hopkins.

Refclved,

That the farther coniideration of the

Pveport be poftponed till to-morrow.

Congrefs then took into confideration the Re-

port of the Committee, on the Petition of Colonel

James Eafion, whereupon

Refolvcd^

That, the claims of the Perfons concer*

ned in the Surprize and Redudlion of the Fortref?

of TiconderogUy having already been fubmitted by

Congrefs to the Committee of Albany^ the Peti-

tioner be referred to the faid Committee of Albany

for a Settlement of his demand on that account.

As from the Tejftlmonials produced by the Peti-

tioner it appears—that he and his Battalion behav-

ed with great diligence, activity and fpirlt In the

fuccefsful Enterprize againft General Pre/cot^ and

the VefTels and Troops under his command in th*

River Sorell, in which important fei-vlce they were

joined by Colonel Bedel and a Part of his regiment

—that to encourage the Party employed in that

important Service, the late General Mo7itgoinei-y

promifed them all the Public Stores, which Ihould

bd taken in the VefTels under General Prefcoth

command, excepting Ammunition and Provifions \

and
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and as the Petitioner alledges that no part of thofe-^/"*-26.

Stores was delivered, nor any compofltion made to'^"'"^'"^^

the Troops concerned in the Acquifition, there-

fore

Refolved^

That it be recommended to t^he General

commanding in Canada, to appoint Commiffioners

to eftlaiate all thf Public Stores taken with General

Prefcoty (excepting ammunition and provifions)

and pay the Value thereof among the Officers and

Men cmi5!oyed in that fervice, in fuch proportions

as the Commiffioners fhall determine.

As the Petitioner's account of Monies received,

and difburfements made by him for the Ufe of his

Regiment, on which he claims a Ballance, can,

for want of proper Vouchers and information here,

only he acj ufted in Canaduy where the Buiinef^ was

tranfadted.

Refolvedf ^

That the fame be referred for fettle-

ment in fuch mode as the Commiffioners from

Congrefs in that Province ftiall direct. But as the

Petitioner is in want of money,

Refolv^dy

That T%uo hundred Dollars be advanced

to him in pai-t of his demand againft the United

Colonies.

With regard to the Petitioners requeft that a

Court of Inquiry may be called refpedting the

Charge againft him, and Major Brown for plun-

dering the Effedls of the Prifoners, As Brigadier-

GeneraJ
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y^/fr.a 6. General Arnold in- his letter of the ift of February
'—^—

'laft alled^es, that the Petitioner and Major Brcivn

had beeii publickly accufed of plundering the Offi-

cers baggage taken at Sorelly contrary to the Arti-

cles of Capitulation, and to the great Scandal of

the Americdn arms ; for which reafon he declared

it to be his opinionj that it would give great dif-

guft to the Army, in general if either of them

fliould be promoted, until thefe matters were

cleared up; and ?.s the Petitioner alTerts his inno-

cence, declaring that he neither plundered, nor

directed, nor .was privy to the Plundering of any

Prifoner or other Perfon whatever. Coniidering

tlierefore oil one hand, the aggravated Nature of

this charge, which is an impediment to the Peti-

tioner's promotion, and on the other, the great

Confidence repofed in him by General Montgomery

and the effential Service, which the Petitioner has

rendered to his country.

Refolvcdy
' That the Comnxifiiohers from Congrefs

In Canada be inftrufted, to caufe inquiry to be

made by a Court-Martial or otherwife, into the

Charge againft the Petitioner, giving liim an op-

portunity of making his defence; and that the

Proceedingsthereon be tranfmitted to Congrefs, in

order that juftice may be done to the Petitioner, if

he has been accufed without fufficient reafon.

The feveral Matters to this day referredi being

poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday,
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Saturday, April 27, 1776, Jp'-.^-j-^

Ref&lvcd,

That an order foi' 350 Dollars be

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Mr. Edy^

of which 250 for himfelf, and 100 for Jfaiah

Beaiidreauy for fervices done.

Sundry Letters and Papers from North'-CarollnA

were laid before Congrefs and read, viz.

An Affidavit refpecling the Capture of W.

Cfwn's Brig.

A Letter from Samuel Johnfon, Prefident of the

Convention dated the loth Inilant, -inirlofing fun-

dry refolves of the faid Convention, and an ex-

trafl of a Letter from Brigadier-General Moore.

Rcfolvcd^
'

That the Affidavit be delivered to the

Secret Committee. -

That the other Papers be referred to a Commit-

tee of three.

; The Members chofen, Mr. DuanCy Mr. Sher-

muHf and Mr. Jlexandfr.

Congrefs proceeded to the Eleftion of a Pay-

mafter General, in the Room of Mr. IFarrcn,

whofe rellgnation was accepted, and the Ballots

being taken and examined,

IVilUam Palfrey^ Efq; was electcd.-

Confrrefs
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Apr. 2']. Congrefs alfo proceeded to the Ele£lion of a Dc-
^ " 'puty Commiffary General, for fupplying the

Troops in Virginia with rations, and the Ballots

being taken and examined,

William ylyletty Efq; was elected.

Refolved,

That Mr. Rodney and Mr. Read be

added to the Committee appointed to fupply the

Troops in Philadelphia f and the Battalion in the

Lower Counties on Delaware.

A Memorial from the Committee of Safety of

Pennfylvania was prcfented to Congrefs and read.

Th€ feveral Matters to this day referi'ed, being

poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday April 2g, 1776.

jipr.z-j. Sundry Letters and Papers being received, were

^-'^^'"^laid before Congrefs and read, viz.

A Letter of the 25th from General IFa/hingtan,

incloling a Return of the Army at New-Tork.

A Letter from Major JVrixon, declining to ac-

cept the commiffion of Chief Engineer.

A Letter from the Council of Safety of Mary-

land, with the Examination of Alexander Rofsy

and fundry Papers found in his pofTeffion.

Refolvedy
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Be/ohed, jfpr.29.

That the Letter from General JVaJhifig-^^''^^'^^^^

ion, and the Letter from the Council of Safety oi^

Marylandy with Mr. Rofs''s Papers be referred taa,''

Committee of five.

The Members chofen, Mr. Harrifon, Mr,

Rutledge, Mr. Coldboroughf Mr. Paine, and Mr.

Jlodney.

Alfo a Letter of the 1 9th from General Lee^

and one from Thomas Bullet ; and a Petition from

Do£tor J. Potts were read and referred to the faid

Committee.

Hefolved,

That Letters be written by the Prefidcnt

to General Schuyler and the Committee of Safety

of Ne^jjTcrk, defiring them to inform this Con-
grefs whether the Continental Commiffions fent to

them for the Officers and Troops raifed by Con-

neBicut the laft campaign were delivered, or offer-

ed to them, or to any, and which of them, and

whether any, and which of them refufed, or ac-

cepted the fame ; and particnlai'ly whether com-
miffions were offered to Colonel Waterbury and

Colonel Eajloiiy and whether they refufed accept-

ing them.

Refolvedy

That Captain Pctsr j^dams from Mary"
land, under whofe cuflody Alexander Rofs was

brought to Philadelphia be difmiffed, and that the

faid Alexander Rofs be committed to the Care of

the
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Jf^r.lg.ihe Officer commanding the Continental Troops In
"^ Pcnhfylvdnia.

Refolved,

That a {landing Committee be appoint-

ed for hidian affairs ; that it confift of five : That

the Election of the Members be poftponed till to-

jTworroTv.

That the Congrefs relying on the Inte-

grity and Honour of Captain yJ. M'Gee, order

that he be permitted to go at large on giving his

Parole to the Committee of Wejl-Augujlai not to

engage or be concerned in any meafure injurious to

thefe Colonies, by flimulating the Indian nations

to make war againft them or otherwife.

The Coriimittee of Claims reported, that there

is due.

To Benjamhi Marjhall for Tin Cartouch Boxes, the

Sum of 465 Dollai-s.

To Ephraim Blaine, Efq; for fubfiftance, waggon-

age, and ferriages of the 6th Pennf^lvania Bat-

tallion, the Sum of 27,36 Dollars.

Ordered^

That the faid Accounts be paid.

Congrefs refumed the Confideration of the Re-

port of the Committee on General Ji'a/hingtoil's

letter of the 19th, &c. whereupon

Refolvedi

That the Papers from Fort Pitt be re-

ferred to the Committee appointed, to confider

the



APRIL, 1776. 233

the State of Indian affairs in the Middle Depart- ^Z"'- 2 9.

ment. ^""^ '

Re/ohedi

That no traders ought to go into the

hrdmn country without Ucenfe from the Agent in

the Department ; and that care bf taken by him to

prevent exorbitant prices for goods being exad^ed

from the Indians.

Rejolvedy

That a Ton of Powder be fent to Mr.

G, Morgan^ to be diftributed to fuch Indians as he

ihall be convinced are in our intereft.

Befolvedj

That meafures be immediately taken to

procure goods to fupply the Indians at the Treaties

ordered to be held with them.

Refolved,

That the Councils of Majfachufetts-

Bay and New-HampJIoire, and the Governors of

ConneUicut and Rhode- IJlandy be earneftly requeft-

cd to take the moft fpeedy and effeftual Meafures

to colle£l as much hard money in their refpe<Slive

Colonies as poffible, and to fend the fame as col-

le(Sled to General Schuyler^ and draw upcm the

Prefident of Congrefs for the Amount.

Refolvedj

That the further Conlideration of the

Report, and the feveral Matters to this day refer-

red, be poftponed till to-morrow, to which time

Congrefs adjourned.

G g Tuesday,
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^/r.30. Tuesday, April 30, 1776.

V Agreeable to order, Congrefs proceed to the E-

leclion of a ftanding Committee for Indian affairs,

when
Mr. Wythe, Mr. IVilfony Mr. Woolco^, Mr.

I,. Morrisy and Mr. Rutledge were elefted.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there

is due

To Matthew Siuan for carrying two brafs field

pieces from 'Philadelphia to Williaynjhurg, the

Sum of 93 '6 Dollars, over and befidc the Sum
of 80 Dollars, paid him by Robert Erxvin, and

13.3 Dollars, paid by the Committee of Willi-'

amjhurg.

For houfe-rent, carriage, and other contingent

expences of the fourth Pennfylvania battalion,

the Sum of 358.6 Dollars, and that the fame

onght to be paid to JoJm Harper^ Quartcr-

mafter of the faid Battalion.

For provifions for Captain Rofs^s company fupplied

by Charles Jackfony the Sum of 9,1 Dollars,

and that the fame ought to be paid to Timothy

Matlack.

Ordered,

' That the faid Accounts be paid.

The Committee to whom was referred the Me-
morial from the Committee of Infpedlion and Ob-

fervation of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia,

praying
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praying the Advice of Congrefs, whether they^/""-30.

ought to continue the Exercife of the Power of re-^^'^"^''^'^''^

gulating the Price of Goods in other inftances than

that of Green Tea, brought in their report, which

being taken into confideration, was agreed to,

whereupon

Refolved^

That the ninth Article of the Aflbcia-

tion, which enjoined the Inhabitants of the United

Colonies to fell goods and merchandize at the Rates

they hadrefpeclivelybeenaccuftomedto do for twelve

months then laft paft, was in its nature a tempora-

ry Regulation refpeiSting the goods then on hand ;

but as thofe goods are nearly confumed, and a far-

ther fupply muft be obtained at an extraordinary

rifque and expence, and it is reafonable that ad-

venturers fliould be encouraged by a Profpe<51: of

gain adequate to the Danger, which may be incur-

red in the Importation, and a free Trade being

now opened from the United Colonies to all parts

of the World, except the Dominions belonging to

the King of Great-Britain ;

Refolvedf

That the power of Committees of In-

fpeftion and Obfervation to regulate the prices of

Goods, in other inflances than the article of Green
Tea, ought to ceafe.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of

the Committee oa General IVaJhington's Letter of

the 24th of March; whereupon,

Refolvcdj

That the Vefiels which were left in the

Docks and Harbour at Bojion^ by the Enemy, and

which
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>^/'r.29-whIch different Perfons claim as their Property,

^'"'''^'"^ought to be reftored to their former owners, being

Inhabitants of thefe Colonies, on their making

proof of their Title, unlefs the faid Parties fo

claiming, fhall have been voluntarily acStivc againft

the? rights of the United Colonies, by affording aid

and afliftance to the Britijh Fleet and Army ; and
that it be recommended to the Government of
Jj/laJJachufetts-Bay to appoint CommifEoners to hear

fuch Claims, and determine on the fufficiency of

the proof thereof.

Provided^ That any Perfon apprehending him-
felf or herfelf to be aggrieved by the adjudication

of the Commiffioners, may appeal from their fen-

tehce to Congrefs, fuch appeal being demanded
and lodged with the Secretary of Congrefs, with-

in the times limited, and the appellant giving fecu-

rity, in the manner prefc'ribed in the cafe of an ap-

peal from the fentence of a Court appointed for

hearing Maritime caufes.

R3folvcd^

That the farther conflderatlon of the

report be poftponed.

Rejolvedy

That an- order for 2000 Dollars be

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of George Evans

y

who has contracted to fupply the Delaware Batta-

lions with rations, he to be accountable.

The Delegates for Nc%u Jerfey having laid before

Congrefs a number of Bills counterfeited to imitate

ihe Continental Bills of Credit.

Rejolvedy
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Refolved, ^^^
That a Committee of fix be appointed

to conficlcr of this Matter, and report thereon to

Congrefs.

The Members chofen, Mr. W. Liv'wgjion, Mr.

M'Keany Mr. Sherman., Mr. /. Jdams^ Mr. Brax-

ton, and Mr. Duane.

Adjoui'ned to ten o'clock on Thur/day.







^11,^J»>

I

-^







DFC 1 1935



^''m


